
  

 

TRIALS OF THE 

PROPHETS 
Sermon Text Small Groups 

 
 

Part one - Elijah 

April 23   The Widow of Zarephath 

                  – 1 Kings 17:7-24 

April 30   Elijah on Mt. Carmel 

               – 1 Kings 18:16-45 

May 7       Conversations with God 

               – 1 Kings 19:1-18 

  

Part two-  Elisha 

May 14    Passing the Mantle Elijah to Elisha 

              – 2 Kings 2:1-18 

May 21   Elisah and the Widow’s Oil 

                – 2 Kings 4:1-7 

May 28   Naaman healed of Leprosy  

                – 2 Kings 5:1-18 

June 4     Elisha traps Blinded Arameans 

                 – 2 Kings 6:8-23 

 

Part Three – Jonah 

June 11  Jonah Runs from Call 

  – Jonah 1 

June 18  Jonah’s Prayer 

             – Jonah 2 

June 25 Jonah Preaches 

             – Jonah 3 

July 2   Jonah’s Anger 

           – Jonah 4 

  

Part Four - Jeremiah 

July 9     The Call of Jeremiah 

               – Jeremiah 1:1-19 

July 16   The Linen Belt 

               – Jeremiah 13:1-27 

July 23    The False Prophet Hananiah 

                – Jeremiah 28:1-17 

July 30     Jeremiah is Thrown into a Cistern 

                – Jeremiah 38:1-13  
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Part one - Elijah 

April 23   The Widow of Zarephath – 1 Kings 17:7-24 
 

Ice breaker question:  

 

Context:  

 After God’s people were freed from Egypt and came to the promised land, there was a 

time when they lived as one country. Then the people fought among themselves and split into 

two countries. The northern kingdom decided not to follow the true God and made calves to 

worship just as they had done in the desert during their trip to the promised land. At the time of 

our story, King Ahab was ruling the northern kingdom and he was evil. He had married Jezebel 

who worshipped idols. To please her, he had brought even more idols to his kingdom and 

commanded everyone to worship them.  

 God was not happy with the northern kingdom, but He loved them in spite of all their sin. 

He sent Elijah to give these wayward people a message. God had promised long ago that if his 

people followed Him, He would provide rain. He also promised that if they refused to follow 

Him, there would be no rain, or a drought. God sent a drought to Israel, the northern kingdom, to 

get their attention. King Ahab was mad at Elijah instead of repenting to God. It would not rain 

for three years, during this time God provided for Elijah. First God fed Elijah by a stream then 

comes our story for today.  

 

A Story from the Word of God: 
8 Then the Lord said to Elijah, 9 “Go and live in the country north of Israel in a village along the 

Mediterranean Sea. I have instructed a widow there to feed you.” (The town’s name was 

Zarephath) 
10 So he went there. As he arrived at the gates of the village, he saw a widow gathering sticks, 

and he asked her, “Would you please bring me a little water in a cup?” 11 As she was going to get 

it, he called to her, “Bring me a bite of bread, too.” 
12 But she said, “I swear by the Lord your God that I don’t have a single piece of bread in the 

house. And I have only a handful of flour left in the jar and a little cooking oil in the bottom of 

the jug. I was just gathering a few sticks to cook this last meal, and then my son and I will die.” 
13 But Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid! Go ahead and do just what you’ve said, but make a 

little bread for me first. Then use what’s left to prepare a meal for yourself and your son. 14 For 

this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: There will always be flour and olive oil left in your 

containers until the time when the Lord sends rain and the crops grow again!” 
15 So she did as Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her family continued to eat for many 

days. 16 There was always enough flour and olive oil left in the containers, just as the Lord had 

promised through Elijah. 
17 Sometime later the woman’s son became sick. He grew worse and worse, and finally he 

died. 18 Then she said to Elijah, “O man of God, what have you done to me? Have you come here 

to point out my sins and kill my son?” 
19 But Elijah replied, “Give me your son.” And he took the child’s body from her arms, carried 

him up the stairs to the room where he was staying, and laid the body on his bed. 20 Then Elijah 

cried out to the Lord, “O Lord my God, why have you brought tragedy to this widow who has 

opened her home to me, causing her son to die? 
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21 And he stretched himself out over the child three times and cried out to the Lord, “O Lord my 

God, please let this child’s life return to him.”22 The Lord heard Elijah’s prayer, and the life of 

the child returned, and he revived! 23 Then Elijah brought him down from the upper room and 

gave him to his mother. “Look!” he said. “Your son is alive!”  
24 Then the woman told Elijah, “Now I know for sure that you are a man of God, and that 

the Lord truly speaks through you.” (NLT simplified names) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the story from the text. 

 

Questions of the Heart 

1. What verse or verses spoke to you or verse that the Lord gave you revelation about? 

2. King Ahab was a King of the Northern Kingdom of Israel and began to serve other gods 

such as Baal worship and Asherah. The Lord tells us in the first commandment you shall 

have no other gods? Why is the Lord so concerned that men do not serve other gods and 

what are the consequences for that? 

3. Because of their sin of worshiping false gods the Lord sent a drought upon Israel…what 

was the Lord trying to accomplish by cutting of their rain water? 

4. What do we learn about God that he works through the prophet Elijah who tells King 

Ahab there will be neighbor dew nor rain in the next few years except by my command.   

5. What do we learn about the Lord’s relationship with creation when he orders birds to 

feed Elijah? 

6. If you were Elijah and you were being fed by birds…what might the Lord be teaching 

you through this experience.  

a. How has the Lord provided for you in your life…your daily bread?  

7. Verse 2 says, “The word of the Lord came to Elijah.” Why was it important for Elijah to 

hear from the Lord and obey what the Lord was telling him? 

8. 1 Kings 17:5 says she went away and did as Elijah had told her. What does that say about 

her faith? 

a. Why is obedience so important in the Kingdom of God? 

b. How does faith affect our actions? 

c. Share a time where faith affected your actions. 

d. Have you ever had to trust the Lord for his provision.  

9. Vs 13 says don’t be afraid? Why do we often hear that phrase from the Lord or from an 

angel in the Scriptures? 

a. What does that tell us about our humanity?  

10. Vs 16 says, “For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in 

keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah.” How do you think this affected the 

faith level of this woman? 

a. What does this tell us about God’s provision in our life? 

b. Why is it that we can often take the Lord’s provision for food for granted?  

11. Read again verses 17-21…what do we learn about Elijah in this part of the story? 

a. What do we learn about God in this part of the story? 

12. Verse 22 says the Lord heard the cries of Elijah…why is prayer so important in our 

relationship with the Lord?  

a. How do prayers change us? 
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13. Read verses 22-24. Why was it important for this woman to know that Elijah was a man 

of God? 

14. After Elijah left the woman’s home and she had time to reflect on all that 

happened…what do you think the Lord was trying to teach her? 

a. Share a time when the Lord taught you something significant through a personal 

experience about trusting him and for his provision?  

 

Application and accountability 

1. What is our theme for our message this morning? 

2. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

3. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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April 30  Elijah on Mt. Carmel – 1 Kings 18:16-45 
 

Context: 

  A prophet is someone who gives special messages and Elijah was a prophet of God. He 

gave special messages from God to all of the people. King Ahab and Queen Jezebel did not like 

the messages that Elijah gave them. He told them that they were bad and that they were wrong to 

worship other gods besides the Lord. He told them that God would take away the rain so that 

they would learn that he was God. Ahab and Jezebel were so angry that they tried to kill Elijah 

and all of the other prophets. 

 The Lord hid Elijah and kept him safe, last week we learned how God provided for Elijah 

at the widow’s house. Now, after three years of no rain, the Lord decided it was time for Elijah to 

talk to the King again. He told Elijah to find King Ahab and give him a message. Even though he 

was warned that the King would try to kill him, Elijah knew that he must obey the Lord. God had 

taken care of him before. God would take care of him now! 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 

 17 When Ahab saw him, he exclaimed, “So, is it really you, you troublemaker of Israel?” 
18 “I have made no trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “You and your family are the 

troublemakers, for you have refused to obey the commands of the Lord and have worshiped the 

images of Baal instead.19 Now summon all Israel to join me at Mount Carmel, along with the 450 

prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah who are supported by Jezebel.[a]” 
20 So Ahab summoned all the people of Israel and the prophets to Mount Carmel. 21 Then Elijah 

stood in front of them and said, “How much longer will you waver, hobbling between two 

opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!” But the people 

were completely silent. 
22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only prophet of the Lord who is left, but Baal has 450 

prophets. 23 Now bring two bulls. The prophets of Baal may choose whichever one they wish and 

cut it into pieces and lay it on the wood of their altar, but without setting fire to it. I will prepare 

the other bull and lay it on the wood on the altar, but not set fire to it.24 Then call on the name of 

your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who answers by setting fire to the 

wood is the true God!” And all the people agreed. 
25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “You go first, for there are many of you. Choose one 

of the bulls, and prepare it and call on the name of your god. But do not set fire to the wood.” 
26 So they prepared one of the bulls and placed it on the altar. Then they called on the name of 

Baal from morning until noontime, shouting, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no reply of any 

kind. Then they danced, hobbling around the altar they had made. 
27 About noontime Elijah began mocking them. “You’ll have to shout louder,” he scoffed, “for 

surely he is a god! Perhaps he is daydreaming, or is relieving himself. Or maybe he is away on a 

trip, or is asleep and needs to be wakened!” 
28 So they shouted louder, and following their normal custom, they cut themselves with knives 

and swords until the blood gushed out. 29 They raved all afternoon until the time of the evening 

sacrifice, but still there was no sound, no reply, no response. 
30 Then Elijah called to the people, “Come over here!” They all crowded around him as he 

repaired the altar of the Lord that had been torn down. 31 He took twelve stones, one to represent 

each of the tribes of Israel,[c] 32 and he used the stones to rebuild the altar in the name of the Lord. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18&version=NLT#fen-NLT-9337a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18&version=NLT#fen-NLT-9349c
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Then he dug a trench around the altar large enough to hold about three gallons.[d] 33 He piled 

wood on the altar, cut the bull into pieces, and laid the pieces on the wood.[e] 

Then he said, “Fill four large jars with water, and pour the water over the offering and the 

wood.” 
34 After they had done this, he said, “Do the same thing again!” And when they were finished, he 

said, “Now do it a third time!” So they did as he said, 35 and the water ran around the altar and 

even filled the trench. 
36 At the usual time for offering the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet walked up to the altar 

and prayed, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,[f] prove today that you are God in Israel 

and that I am your servant. Prove that I have done all this at your command. 37 O Lord, answer 

me! Answer me so these people will know that you, O Lord, are God and that you have brought 

them back to yourself.” 
38 Immediately the fire of the Lord flashed down from heaven and burned up the young bull, the 

wood, the stones, and the dust. It even licked up all the water in the trench! 39 And when all the 

people saw it, they fell face down on the ground and cried out, “The Lord—he is God! Yes, 

the Lord is God!” 
40 Then Elijah commanded, “Seize all the prophets of Baal. Don’t let a single one escape!” So the 

people seized them all, and Elijah took them down to the Kishon Valley and killed them there. 

Elijah Prays for Rain 
41 Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go get something to eat and drink, for I hear a mighty rainstorm 

coming!” 
42 So Ahab went to eat and drink. But Elijah climbed to the top of Mount Carmel and bowed low 

to the ground and prayed with his face between his knees. 
43 Then he said to his servant, “Go and look out toward the sea.” 

The servant went and looked, then returned to Elijah and said, “I didn’t see anything.” 

Seven times Elijah told him to go and look. 44 Finally the seventh time, his servant told him, “I 

saw a little cloud about the size of a man’s hand rising from the sea.” 

Then Elijah shouted, “Hurry to Ahab and tell him, ‘Climb into your chariot and go back home. If 

you don’t hurry, the rain will stop you!’” 
45 And soon the sky was black with clouds. A heavy wind brought a terrific rainstorm, and Ahab 

left quickly for Jezreel. 46 Then the Lord gave special strength to Elijah. He tucked his cloak into 

his belt[g] and ran ahead of Ahab’s chariot all the way to the entrance of Jezreel. (NLT) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the story from the text. 

 

Questions of the Heart 

 

15. What verse or verses spoke to you or verse that the Lord gave you revelation about? 

16. Up until this time Ahab was the evilest King of the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  Why do 

you think he called God’s prophet Elijah…you troubler of Israel? 

a. What do you think was Israel’s largest problem…lack of rain or the fact that they 

were in a deep spiritual decline away from the Lord? 

b. Why do people not just leaders struggle with following the Lord…who is the 

Good Shepherd and has our best interest at heart?  

i. How is this similar to our own country? 

c. Jesus said to them all: "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. Luke 9:23. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18&version=NLT#fen-NLT-9350d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18&version=NLT#fen-NLT-9351e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18&version=NLT#fen-NLT-9354f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18&version=NLT#fen-NLT-9364g
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i. How does taking up the cross of Jesus and following him change us? 

17. Why would King Ahab lead his nation into worshiping the Baals (false gods made from 

natural material)? 

a. Why is that people can be so easily deceived into false worship and what does this 

tell us about man? 

18. For a moment put yourself in the place of God…What do you think he is trying to 

accomplish through this contest between the God of Israel and Baal? Note…King Ahab 

sent word throughout all Israel and assemble the prophets on Mt. Carmel. Elijah went 

before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the lord 

is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him? 

a. What does this tell us about God? 

b. Why is sitting on the fence in a spiritual way a dangerous place? 

c. Share if you like a time when the Lord was nudging you to come to him in faith 

and stop riding the fence 

19. Who is God…how can knowing the true God change you on the inside and change your 

behavior?   

20. Why are object lessons that play out in real life in real time so powerful in changing your 

spiritual view? 

21. What do we learn about God when he sends fire down on the sacrifice prepared by Elijah 

and it burns up everything? 

22. What do we learn about prayer…Elijah a simple prayer to the Lord…and the prophets of 

Baal crying out for a long period of time, cutting themselves etc.  

23. What do you think was the purpose of putting the false prophets to death? 

a. Why is it so easy to lead astray spiritually? 

24. How does being in the word and being led by the Holy Spirit work to prevent a person 

from being led astray spiritually?  

25. In the Old Testament in which this story takes place they sacrificed animals to God, but 

when Jesus died on the cross for our sins as the Passover Lamb there was further need for 

animal scarifices…(A Living Sacrifice to God) And so, dear brothers and sisters,* I plead 

with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a 

living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to 

worship him.* 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform 

you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s 

will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. What is this verse telling us from 

Romans 12:1-2 and why is this important? If we do what these two verses tell us…how 

does that change us? 

26. What does this story tell us about man? 

27. If you were a person in the crowd watching what happened on this day…how would that 

have changed you? 
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Application and accountability 

4. What is our theme for our message this today? 

5. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

6. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 
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May 7     Conversations with God – 1 Kings 19:1-18 
 

Context: 

We have been learning about Elijah the past two weeks. God told Elijah to tell evil King Ahab 

that there would be a three-year drought because He would not follow the true God. There was 

and Ahab wanted to kill Elijah. God hid Elijah at a widow’s home and provided food for them. 

Then God told Elijah to have a contest with the false prophets of Baal and God showed that He 

was in charge. 

 Even though God won the contest in a decisive way. The prophets of Baal were killed 

and the people said that they would follow God again. It even began to rain again. What a victory 

for Elijah, right? Even with all this, Ahab and Jezebel still wanted to kill Elijah. Our story today 

continues Elijah’s story at this point. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 

When Ahab got home, he told Jezebel everything Elijah had done, including the way he had 

killed all the prophets of Baal. 2 So Jezebel sent this message to Elijah: “May the gods strike me 

and even kill me if by this time tomorrow I have not killed you just as you killed them.” 
3 Elijah was afraid and fled for his life. He went to Beersheba, a town in Judah, and he left his 

servant there. 4 Then he went on alone into the wilderness, traveling all day. He sat down under a 

solitary broom tree and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my 

life, for I am no better than my ancestors who have already died.” 
5 Then he lay down and slept under the broom tree. But as he was sleeping, an angel touched him 

and told him, “Get up and eat!” 6 He looked around and there beside his head was some bread 

baked on hot stones and a jar of water! So he ate and drank and lay down again. 
7 Then the angel of the Lord came again and touched him and said, “Get up and eat some more, 

or the journey ahead will be too much for you.” 
8 So he got up and ate and drank, and the food gave him enough strength to travel forty days and 

forty nights to Mount Sinai,[a] the mountain of God. 9 There he came to a cave, where he spent 

the night. 

The Lord Speaks to Elijah 

But the Lord said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
10 Elijah replied, “I have zealously served the Lord God Almighty. But the people of Israel have 

broken their covenant with you, torn down your altars, and killed every one of your prophets. I 

am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.” 
11 “Go out and stand before me on the mountain,” the Lord told him. And as Elijah stood there, 

the Lord passed by, and a mighty windstorm hit the mountain. It was such a terrible blast that the 

rocks were torn loose, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, 

but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake there was a fire, but 

the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there was the sound of a gentle whisper. 13 When 

Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the 

cave. 

And a voice said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
14 He replied again, “I have zealously served the Lord God Almighty. But the people of Israel 

have broken their covenant with you, torn down your altars, and killed every one of your 

prophets. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Kings+19&version=NLT#fen-NLT-9372a
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15 Then the Lord told him, “Go back the same way you came, and travel to the wilderness of 

Damascus. When you arrive there, anoint Hazael to be king of Aram. 16 Then anoint Jehu 

grandson of Nimshi[b] to be king of Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from the town of 

Abel-meholah to replace you as my prophet. 17 Anyone who escapes from Hazael will be killed 

by Jehu, and those who escape Jehu will be killed by Elisha!18 Yet I will preserve 7,000 others in 

Israel who have never bowed down to Baal or kissed him!” (NLT) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the story from the text. 

 

Questions of the Heart 

28. What verse or verses spoke to you or verse that the Lord gave you revelation about? 

29. Elijah just experienced one of the greatest events of his ministry at Mt. Carmel…it was 

literally a mountain top experience. Now in verse 3 and 4 he is running for his life. What 

does this tell us about the humanity of Elijah? Also, when we have experienced great 

spiritual victories why is it we are often attacked spiritually soon after? 

a. Tell about a time when you experienced a significant spiritual victory followed by 

a deep valley. 

b. What did the Lord teach you in this experience?  

30. Why is discouragement from the enemy such a powerful tool against us? 

31. If you have ever been around small kids when they become tired and hungry nothing 

seems to go right…how are we also like that as adults? 

a. How does having something to eat and rest affect Elijah in a positive way? 

b. The enemy will often wait until we are tired and hungry before he attacks us. If 

that is true what does it tell us about the strategy of the enemy?  

c. In Matthew 4:1-2…It says “then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be 

tempted by the devil. After fasting 40 days and 40 nights he was hungry.  

i. What does the above verse tell us about the strategy of the enemy against 

Jesus? 

d. How does having someone in our life to encourage us make a difference in our 

life when we become discouraged and want to give up? 

e. Tell about a time when you were discouraged and a friend came along beside you 

and made a huge difference helping you get up and move forward in a positive 

way? 

32. What do we learn about the Lord when He sends an angel to help Elijah in verse 7? 

a. Hebrews 1:14 says, “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who 

will inherit salvation?” What does this tell us about the work of angels as we 

walk through life and the impact that they have even when we don’t know they 

are working. (Like a toddler not realizing what their parents are doing) 

33. Why does the Lord ask Elijah in verse “What are you doing here?”  

a. What can we learn from this conversation with the Lord…from God’s 

perspective? 

b. What do we learn about Elijah from his perspective? 

c. How can being discouraged affect our outlook in ministry? 

d. In 1 Thessalonians in the New Testament it says in 5:11 – Therefore encourage 

one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 

i. Why is encouraging so important? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Kings+19&version=NLT#fen-NLT-9380b
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34. In verse 11 – 12 different events happen: 

a. A powerful wind 

b. The Earthquake 

c. Fire 

d. Then the Whisper 

i. Why do you think the Lord spoke in a whisper? 

ii. If the Lord speaks in a whisper…how quiet do we need to be and focused 

to hear the Lord verse a strong wind or an earthquake. Why would that be? 

What does that tell us about how the Lord communicates with us via the 

Holy Spirit. 

iii. Tell about a time when the Lord was nudging you with a whisper to do 

something in the Kingdom of God. 

iv. John 10:27 says, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they 

follow me.  

1. What is this verse saying to me in connection with listening and 

following? 

35. As we read verses 13-18…how does taking time to listen to the Lord change our 

perspective of what reality is? 

a. Have you ever felt like Elijah…if so how did the Lord encourage you? 

36. In verses 15-17 the Lord has work for Elijah to do…what does this tell about God’s 

relationship with Elijah even after Elijah was discouraged?  

a. How does the Lord telling us to dust ourselves off, get up, and I have more work 

for you to do affect us in a positive way? 

37. While Elijah thought, he was the only one serving God from his perspective…the God of 

heaven new there were 7000 times as many as Elijah thought. How would knowing that 

encourage Elijah? 

38. If you would like to share…have you ever had a time when you felt like Elijah and the 

Lord came along side you and lifted you up.  

39. What can we learn from the life of Elijah? 

40. What does this story tell us about God? 

 

Application and accountability 

• What is our theme for our message this today? 

• As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

• Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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Part two-  Elisha 
May 14    Passing the Mantle Elijah to Elisha – 2 Kings 2:7-18 
 

Context: (2 Kings 2:1-6) 

 Elijah continued to bring the Word of God to the kings of his nation. He was getting old 

and had begun to train Elisha to follow him as the prophet of the Lord. Elisha knew the time was 

coming when his teacher would be taken to heaven. He didn’t want to think about it but stayed 

close to Elijah everywhere he went. The two prophets visited other prophets in several towns 

before heading to the Jordan River. Elisha stayed close to Elijah and promised to never leave his 

side. Elijah had a cloak or mantle that was an animal skin that could be used as a coat or a 

blanket. 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 
 7 Fifty men from the group of prophets also went and watched from a distance as Elijah 

and Elisha stopped beside the Jordan River. 8 Then Elijah folded his cloak together and struck the 

water with it. The river divided, and the two of them went across on dry ground! 
 9 When they came to the other side, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I can do for you 

before I am taken away.” 

 And Elisha replied, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit and become your 

successor.” 
10 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah replied. “If you see me when I am taken from you, 

then you will get your request. But if not, then you won’t.” 
 11 As they were walking along and talking, suddenly a chariot of fire appeared, drawn by 

horses of fire. It drove between the two men, separating them, and Elijah was carried by a 

whirlwind into heaven.12 Elisha saw it and cried out, “My father! My father! I see the chariots 

and charioteers of Israel!” And as they disappeared from sight, Elisha tore his clothes in distress. 
 13 Elisha picked up Elijah’s cloak, which had fallen when he was taken up. Then Elisha 

returned to the bank of the Jordan River. 14 He struck the water with Elijah’s cloak and cried out, 

“Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” Then the river divided, and Elisha went across. 
 15 When the group of prophets from Jericho saw from a distance what happened, they 

exclaimed, “Elijah’s spirit rests upon Elisha!” And they went to meet him and bowed to the 

ground before him. 16 “Sir,” they said, “just say the word and fifty of our strongest men will 

search the wilderness for your master. Perhaps the Spirit of the Lord has left him on some 

mountain or in some valley.” 

 “No,” Elisha said, “don’t send them.” 17 But they kept urging him until they shamed him 

into agreeing, and he finally said, “All right, send them.” So, fifty men searched for three days 

but did not find Elijah.18 Elisha was still at Jericho when they returned. “Didn’t I tell you not to 

go?” he asked. (NLT) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the story from the text. 

 

Questions of the Heart 

 

41. What verse or verses spoke to you or verse that the Lord gave you revelation about? 

42.  Three times Elijah says to Elisha stay here…vs 2, vs. 4, and vs 6 and each time Elisha 

says, “I will not leave you.” Why would Elijah ask the same thing of Elisha three times?  
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a. What do we learn about Elisha that he wanted to stay with his master?  

i. What do you think Elisha found out about himself that day when he 

refused to leave the side of Elijah? 

ii. Tell about a time where you were tested by the Lord…how did that affect 

you? What did you learn? Why is obedience so important in our walk of 

faith? 

b. How does the Lord test us our faith, and what is the purpose of testing? (Ref. 

Genesis 22:1 the Testing of Abraham…Some time later God tested Abraham.  

c. If God is all knowing why is testing our faith important?  

43. Why would the Lord reveal to the prophets at Bethel (vs. 3) and the prophets at Jericho 

(vs. 5) that Elisha master Elijah was going to be taken from him (today)? 

44. 7 Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place 

where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and 

struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them 

crossed over on dry ground.  

a. If you had been in the company of prophets that day what was the Lord teaching 

you as you observed the power of God when the Jordan was parted?  

45. What do we learn about Elijah when he asked Elisha in verse 9…Tell me, what can I do 

for you before I am taken from you? 

a. Why does the Lord want us to come to him and ask as in prayer requests? 

b. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says that whoever asks receives, whoever 

seeks finds, and whoever knocks will find an open door (Matthew 7:7–8). But 

with this and all other verses we must examine the context. Jesus goes on to say 

that God will not fail to give His children good things (verse 11). So, this is one 

condition to the promise of “ask and receive”: what we ask for must be good in 

God’s estimation. God will give advantageous gifts to His children; He will not 

give us bad or injurious things, no matter how much we clamor for them.  

i. What do we learn about God that he only gives to us what is best, no 

matter how many times we ask.  

ii. Tell about a time where the Lord granted your prayer request and or a time 

where the Lord did not grant your prayer request. What did the Lord teach 

you through that? 

46. Why would Elisha want a double portion of the spirit of Elijah? In the days of the Old 

Testament the oldest son would receive a double portion of the estate.  

a. What responsibility would come with a double portion of the spirit of Elijah? 

b. What are you asking the Lord about today? 

47. Why was it important for Elisha to part the water with the cloak of Elijah? 

a. Why did Elisha tear his own clothes apart…vs 12?  

48. Ephesians 4: 22-24 throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is 

corrupted by lust and deception. 23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and 

attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy. 

a. Why is it important to take off the old and put on the new? How does this change 

your life?  

49. What is significant that Elijah went up to heaven in a chariot of fire and horses of fire and 

then went up to heaven in a whirlwind? 

a. What is significant about fire…what does fire do? 

https://www.gotquestions.org/sermon-on-the-mount.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%207.7%E2%80%938
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b.  What does this tell us about God? 

50. Why do you think the prophets did not believe Elisha when he told them not to search for 

Elijah…that they were not going to find him? 

a. When they came back after not finding Elijah…how do you think that changed 

Elisha’s credibility?  

51. What can we learn from the life of Elijah and or Elisha? 

52. What does this story tell us about God? 

 

Application and accountability 

7. What is our theme for our message this today? 

8. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

9. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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May 21   Elisha and the Widow’s Oil -  2 Kings 4:1-7 
Message 05 / Series: The Trials of the Prophets / Theme: The Shunammite’s Son Restored 

to Life. 2 Kings 4:8-37 
8 One day Elisha went to the town of Shunem. A wealthy woman lived there, and she urged him 

to come to her home for a meal. After that, whenever he passed that way, he would stop there for 

something to eat.  
9 She said to her husband, “I am sure this man who stops in from time to time is a holy man of 

God. 10 Let’s build a small room for him on the roof and furnish it with a bed, a table, a chair, 

and a lamp. Then he will have a place to stay whenever he comes by.”  
11 One day Elisha returned to Shunem, and he went up to this upper room to rest. 12 He said to his 

servant Gehazi, “Tell the woman from Shunem I want to speak to her.” When she appeared, 
13 Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tell her, ‘We appreciate the kind concern you have shown us. What 

can we do for you? Can we put in a good word for you to the king or to the commander of the 

army?’ ”  

“No,” she replied, “my family takes good care of me.”  
14 Later Elisha asked Gehazi, “What can we do for her?”  

Gehazi replied, “She doesn’t have a son, and her husband is an old man.”  
15 “Call her back again,” Elisha told him. When the woman returned, Elisha said to her as she 

stood in the doorway, 16 “Next year at this time you will be holding a son in your arms!”  

“No, my lord!” she cried. “O man of God, don’t deceive me and get my hopes up like that.”  
17 But sure enough, the woman soon became pregnant. And at that time the following year she 

had a son, just as Elisha had said.  
18 One day when her child was older, he went out to help his father, who was working with the 

harvesters. 19 Suddenly he cried out, “My head hurts! My head hurts!”  

His father said to one of the servants, “Carry him home to his mother.”  
20 So the servant took him home, and his mother held him on her lap. But around noontime he 

died. 21 She carried him up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the door and left 

him there. 22 She sent a message to her husband: “Send one of the servants and a donkey so that I 

can hurry to the man of God and come right back.”  
23 “Why go today?” he asked. “It is neither a new moon festival nor a Sabbath.”  

But she said, “It will be all right.”  
24 So she saddled the donkey and said to the servant, “Hurry! Don’t slow down unless I tell you 

to.”  
25 As she approached the man of God at Mount Carmel, Elisha saw her in the distance. He said to 

Gehazi, “Look, the woman from Shunem is coming. 26 Run out to meet her and ask her, ‘Is 

everything all right with you, your husband, and your child?’ ”  

“Yes,” the woman told Gehazi, “everything is fine.”  
27 But when she came to the man of God at the mountain, she fell to the ground before him and 

caught hold of his feet. Gehazi began to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her 

alone. She is deeply troubled, but the Lord has not told me what it is.”  
28 Then she said, “Did I ask you for a son, my lord? And didn’t I say, ‘Don’t deceive me and get 

my hopes up’?”  
29 Then Elisha said to Gehazi, “Get ready to travel; take my staff and go! Don’t talk to anyone 

along the way. Go quickly and lay the staff on the child’s face.”  
30 But the boy’s mother said, “As surely as the Lord lives and you yourself live, I won’t go home 

unless you go with me.” So Elisha returned with her.  
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31 Gehazi hurried on ahead and laid the staff on the child’s face, but nothing happened. There was 

no sign of life. He returned to meet Elisha and told him, “The child is still dead.”  
32 When Elisha arrived, the child was indeed dead, lying there on the prophet’s bed. 33 He went in 

alone and shut the door behind him and prayed to the Lord. 34 Then he lay down on the child’s 

body, placing his mouth on the child’s mouth, his eyes on the child’s eyes, and his hands on the 

child’s hands. And as he stretched out on him, the child’s body began to grow warm again! 
35 Elisha got up, walked back and forth across the room once, and then stretched himself out 

again on the child. This time the boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes!  
36 Then Elisha summoned Gehazi. “Call the child’s mother!” he said. And when she came in, 

Elisha said, “Here, take your son!” 37 She fell at his feet and bowed before him, overwhelmed 

with gratitude. Then she took her son in her arms and carried him downstairs. (NLT) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the text from the Bible. 

 

Questions of the Heart 

53. What verse or verses spoke to you or verse that the Lord gave you revelation about? 

54.  What do we learn about the Shunammite woman in verses 8-10? 

a. Why is hospitality important and how does that affect other people? 

b. Who do you think was behind the prompting of this woman to reach out to 

Elisha?  

c. Why is listening to the Lord so important? 

d. Tell about a time when the Lord prompted you to do an act of service for someone 

else and how did that affect them? 

55. Verse 13…Elisha said to him, “Tell her, “You have gone to all this trouble for us. Now 

what can be done for you? 

a. Why was it important for Elisha to ask this question?  

b. How can asking a question such as this open doors for other ministry that you 

may not be aware of? 

56. Vs 15 Elisha tells this woman this same time next year she will be holding a child. Why 

is that such an unusual statement? 

a. If you were the woman what would be going through your mind? 

b. Matthew 19:26 - Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but 

with God all things are possible.” 

c. Why is it so hard to believe this verse? 

i. Do you know how you are going to be transported to heaven when you 

die? Why don’t people concern themselves with that and then doubt God 

can do something in their life. 

ii. If nothing is impossible for God…what would you like the Lord to do or 

change in your life? 

57. Read verse 22…what does this tell us about her trust in Elisha that he is the Lord’s 

servant and he can be called upon in this situation to help? 

58. What do we learn about Gehazi in verse 27? 

a. Why is character such an important trait in a person’s life?  

i. What do we learn about the character of Gehazi? 

59. Verse 30 read…This is exactly what Elisha told Elijah three times…how do you think 

Elisha’s mentoring over time has affected this woman in a positive way? 
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a. Who are you pouring into in your life and why is that important to pour into the 

lives of others. 

b. What often prevents us from pouring into the lives of others? 

60. Read verse 33…why is prayer so important.  

a. James 5:16-18 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other 

so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 

effective. 17 Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not 

rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, 

and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.  

i. What is this verse telling you? 

ii. How has prayer changed your life? 

iii. Tell about a time when you prayed for a person and they were comforted 

and or healed. How did that affect you and how did that affect the other 

person? 

iv. Why is prayer so important? 

61. Put yourself in God’s seat regarding this boy…what affect did raising this boy to life 

have on others?  

62. What do we learn about God’s plan for this boy’s life in this story? 

a. Talk about a time when the Lord preserved your life…how did that affect you? 

63. How can we give thanks to the Lord for all that he has done for us? 

64. What miracle are you praying for today? 

. 

65. What does this story tell us about God? 

 

Application and accountability 

10. What is our theme for our message this today? 

11. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

12. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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May 28   b. Naaman healed of Leprosy – 2 Kings 5:1-18 
 

Context:  

 Aram (modern Syria) was the country northeast of Israel and would have been an enemy 

of Israel. In fact, there were battles between the two countries. Naaman was the general of 

Aram’s army and very good at what he did, but he had a skin disease of leprosy.  Naaman was 

wealthy and owned slaves. One of the slaves in his house was a young girl who had been taken 

in a raid into Israelite territory and forced to work for Naaman’s wife. Instead of hating her 

master, this young girl has compassion on him. This shows that she must have been a believer in 

God and known of Elisha. It appears that even though she was far away from her family, she still 

believed in God’s healing power enough to take a big chance and tell her mistress about it. 

Naaman and his wife must also have trusted the servant girl as Naaman went to his King to get 

permission to travel into enemy territory to get healed. 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 
4 So Naaman told the king of Aram what the young girl from Israel had said. 5 “Go and visit the 

prophet,” the king of Aram told him. “I will send a letter of introduction for you to take to the 

king of Israel.” So Naaman started out, carrying as gifts 750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds of 

gold, and ten sets of clothing. 6 The letter to the king of Israel said: “With this letter I present my 

servant Naaman. I want you to heal him of his leprosy.” 
7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes in dismay and said, “Am I God, that I 

can give life and take it away? Why is this man asking me to heal someone with leprosy? I can 

see that he’s just trying to pick a fight with me.” 
8 But when Elisha, the man of God, heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes in dismay, 

he sent this message to him: “Why are you so upset? Send Naaman to me, and he will learn that 

there is a true prophet here in Israel.” 
9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and waited at the door of Elisha’s house. 10 But 

Elisha sent a messenger out to him with this message: “Go and wash yourself seven times in the 

Jordan River. Then your skin will be restored, and you will be healed of your leprosy.” 
11 But Naaman became angry and stalked away. “I thought he would certainly come out to meet 

me!” he said. “I expected him to wave his hand over the leprosy and call on the name of 

the Lord his God and heal me! 12 Aren’t the rivers of Damascus better than any of the rivers of 

Israel? Why shouldn’t I wash in them and be healed?” So Naaman turned and went away in a 

rage. 
13 But his officers tried to reason with him and said, “Sir, if the prophet had told you to do 

something very difficult, wouldn’t you have done it? So, you should certainly obey him when he 

says simply, ‘Go and wash and be cured!’” 14 So Naaman went down to the Jordan River and 

dipped himself seven times, as the man of God had instructed him. And his skin became as 

healthy as the skin of a young child, and he was healed! 
15 Then Naaman and his entire party went back to find the man of God. They stood before him, 

and Naaman said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. So please 

accept a gift from your servant.” 
16 But Elisha replied, “As surely as the Lord lives, whom I serve, I will not accept any gifts.” And 

though Naaman urged him to take the gift, Elisha refused. 
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17 Then Naaman said, “All right, but please allow me to load two of my mules with earth from 

this place, and I will take it back home with me. From now on I will never again offer burnt 

offerings or sacrifices to any other god except the Lord. 18 However, may the Lord pardon me in 

this one thing: When my master the king goes into the temple of the false god to worship there 

and leans on my arm, may the Lord pardon me when I bow, too.” (NLT, simplified) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the story from the Bible. 

 

Questions of the Heart 

66. What verse or verses spoke to you or verse that the Lord gave you revelation about? 

67.  In verses one and two what type of person is Naaman? 

68. Read verses 2 and 3…What do we learn about the servant girl? 

a. What would you say about her character? 

b. Why is her character important? 

69. What do we learn about the servant girl’s faith life from verse 2 and 3? 

a. Also, who do you think was giving her spiritual insight? 

i. Tell about a time when the Lord gave you significant spiritual insight? 

How did that affect you and did that affect anyone else? 

70. What do we learn about the relationship between Naaman and the servant girl that he 

would go and tell his master about what she said? 

a. Why are relationships so important when difficulties come up in people’s lives. 

b. Tell about a time when the Lord worked through you in a spiritual way regarding 

another person because you already had a trusting relationship.  

71. In verses 4-6 Namaan thinks he is going to somehow purchase a cure…thinking like the 

world. 

72. What is the difference between worldly thinking and thinking more like Jesus? 

a. Romans 12:2: Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God 

transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will 

learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.  

b. How does the being in the word…being in a group like you are today change the 

way we think over time and why is that important? 

c. In verse 10 Elisha sent a messenger to Naaman…why do you think Elisha did not 

go himself? 

d. Why did Naaman go away angry? 

e. Tell about a time when went away angry and later realized that person was trying 

to help you? What did the Lord teach you through that experience? 

73. Why do you think the Lord was trying to teach Naaman about humility? 

a. Tell about a time when you were humbled and how did that change you? 

74. In verse 13 what do we learn about Naaman in relationship to his servants? 

a. Why is it important to have people around us that will speak truth into our life? 

b. Tell about a time when the Lord placed someone in your life to speak truth into 

your life…how did that affect you? 
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75. What do you think the Lord wanted Naaman to dip himself in the water 7 times? 

a. Why is obedience in our relationship to the Lord so important? 

76. What was Elisha trying to teach Naaman by not accepting a gift for a healing that was 

done by the Lord? 

a. What insight do we receive about the character of Elisha when he would not take 

a gift from Naaman?  

i. Why would that be tempting to so many people? 

ii. How can taking gifts we don’t deserve work to destroy us and not help us? 

77. The loads of earth were to prepare the base for a ‘sacred place’ on which an altar could 

be erected, and not because the Lord God could only be worshipped on Israelite soil. 

Naaman’s knowledge of God was as yet weak.   

a. What does this tell us about the Lord meeting us where we are? 

b. Tell about a time when the Lord met you where you were? 

78. What affect do you think this healing had on people around Naaman?  

79. What do we learn about the Lord in this story that he worked through a simple servant 

girl to bring healing to someone who did not know the Lord…but the Lord used that 

servant girl to draw this man to himself? 

a. How is the Lord using you in build His Kingdom?  

80. What do we learn about God in this story? 

Application and accountability 

13. What is our theme for our message this today? 

14. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

15. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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June 4 - Elisha traps Blinded Arameans – 2 Kings 6:8-23 
 

Context:  

 Last week’s story was about a general of Aram, Naaman, who came to Elisha for healing. 

This week’s story has another interaction between Elisha and the army of Aram which wants to 

destroy Israel. 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 
8 When the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he would confer with his officers and say, “We 

will mobilize our forces at such and such a place.” 
9 But immediately Elisha, the man of God, would warn the king of Israel, “Do not go near that 

place, for the Arameans are planning to mobilize their troops there.” 10 So the king of Israel 

would send word to the place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the 

king, so that he would be on the alert there. 
11 The king of Aram became very upset over this. He called his officers together and demanded, 

“Which of you is the traitor? Who has been informing the king of Israel of my plans?” 
12 “It’s not us, my lord the king,” one of the officers replied. “Elisha, the prophet in Israel, tells 

the king of Israel even the words you speak in the privacy of your bedroom!” 
13 “Go and find out where he is,” the king commanded, “so I can send troops to seize him.” 

And the report came back: “Elisha is at Dothan.” 14 So one night the king of Aram sent a great 

army with many chariots and horses to surround the city. 
15 When the servant of the man of God got up early the next morning and went outside, there 

were troops, horses, and chariots everywhere. “Oh, sir, what will we do now?” the young man 

cried to Elisha. 
16 “Don’t be afraid!” Elisha told him. “For there are more on our side than on theirs!” 17 Then 

Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes and let him see!” The Lord opened the young man’s eyes, 

and when he looked up, he saw that the hillside around Elisha was filled with horses and chariots 

of fire. 
18 As the Aramean army advanced toward him, Elisha prayed, “O Lord, please make them blind.” 

So, the Lord struck them with blindness as Elisha had asked. 
19 Then Elisha went out and told them, “You have come the wrong way! This isn’t the right city! 

Follow me, and I will take you to the man you are looking for.” And he led them to the city of 

Samaria. 
20 As soon as they had entered Samaria, Elisha prayed, “O Lord, now open their eyes and let 

them see.” So, the Lord opened their eyes, and they discovered that they were in the middle of 

Samaria. 
21 When the king of Israel saw them, he shouted to Elisha, “My father, should I kill them? Should 

I kill them?” 
22 “Of course not!” Elisha replied. “Do we kill prisoners of war? Give them food and drink and 

send them home again to their master.” 
23 So the king made a great feast for them and then sent them home to their master. After that, the 

Aramean raiders stayed away from the land of Israel. (NLT) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the text from the Bible. 
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Questions of the Heart 

1. What do we learn about Elisha (Man of God) in verses 9-10? 

2. By Elisha intervening on behalf of the King of Israel…what do you think the Lord was 

trying to communicate to King of Israel? 

a. How has the Lord intervened in your life by sending someone into your life to 

make a difference? 

i. How did that affect you? 

3. What do we learn in the story about the officers of the King of Aram when they are 

familiar with the Prophet Elisha and how he even knows what words the King speaks in 

his bedroom? 

a. In the case of the officers of Aram…what was God doing to try to get their 

attention? 

b. Has the Lord tried to get your attention before? Why did He do that and what was 

the result? 

4. Read verses 15-16 again. If that was true at that time…those who are with us are more 

than those who are with them…Would that still be true today in the world in which we 

live. 

5. 1 John 4b-6 -  the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world. 
5 Those people belong to this world, so they speak from the world’s viewpoint, and the 

world listens to them. 6 But we belong to God, and those who know God listen to us. If 

they do not belong to God, they do not listen to us. That is how we know if someone has 

the Spirit of truth or the spirit of deception.  

a. What is the Lord speaking to us in these verses?  
  

6. Why was it important for Elisha to pray in verse 17 before the Lord opened the servant’s 

eyes? 

a. What does this tell us about the power of prayer? 

b. What does this verse tell us about what we cannot see? 

7. In verse 18 the soldiers were struck with physical blindness, but they were already 

spiritually blind…how does knowing Jesus as our Saviour open our spiritual eyes? 

a. What begins to happen in my life when Jesus begins to open my spiritual eyes? 

How does that change the way I see others around me? 

8. Hebrews 1:14 - Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit 

salvation?  

a. What is this verse saying to you? 

9. Pretend that you are a soldier who came to look for Elisha and now you are blind…what 

would be going through your mind? Now you are being lead some place and you are not 

sure again…what would be going through your mind? 

10. Pretend again you are one of the soldiers and now your eyes are open…what would be 

going through your mind at this point? 
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11. Why was it important for the soldiers not to be killed by the King of Israel and to be 

given them a great feast? 

12. If you were one of these soldiers how would your attitude toward the King of Israel be 

after you were fed a great feast and then could go home? 

13. What was the Lord trying to do in their hearts? 

a. Do you think they had lots of questions? 

14. Why do you think the bands from Aram stopped raiding Israel?  

15. How does someone being kind to us for no reason affect us? 

a. Have you had a person in your life that was very kind to you who made a 

difference in your life? 

b. Who can you be kind to and make a difference in their life?  

16. What do we learn in our story about spiritual resources compared to man’s resources? 

17. What does this story tell us about God? 

18. What does this story tell us about man? 

Application and accountability 

16. What is our theme for our message this today? 

17. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

18. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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Part Three – Jonah 
June 11- Jonah Runs from Call – Jonah 1 
 

Context: 

 Jonah was a prophet of God who prophesied about 20 years after Elisha. He had told his 

own people in the nation of Israel what God had said. Then God gave Jonah a new assignment. 

He was supposed to go to the city of Nineveh, a place where his enemies lived and preach that 

unless they turned from their sin, God would destroy them.  Jonah did not want God to love or 

save his enemies. Now we have a story of what happened. 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 

 The Lord gave this message to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Get up and go to the great city of 

Nineveh. Announce my judgment against it because I have seen how wicked its people are.” 
3 But Jonah got up and went in the opposite direction to get away from the Lord. He went down 

to the port of Joppa, where he found a ship leaving for Tarshish. He bought a ticket and went on 

board, hoping to escape from the Lord by sailing to Tarshish. 
4 But the Lord hurled a powerful wind over the sea, causing a violent storm that threatened to 

break the ship apart. 5 Fearing for their lives, the desperate sailors shouted to their gods for help 

and threw the cargo overboard to lighten the ship. 

But all this time Jonah was sound asleep down in the hold. 6 So the captain went down after him. 

“How can you sleep at a time like this?” he shouted. “Get up and pray to your god! Maybe he 

will pay attention to us and spare our lives.” 
7 Then the crew cast lots to see which of them had offended the gods and caused the terrible 

storm. When they did this, the lots identified Jonah as the culprit. 8 “Why has this awful storm 

come down on us?” they demanded. “Who are you? What is your line of work? What country are 

you from? What is your nationality?” 
9 Jonah answered, “I am a Hebrew, and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea 

and the land.” 
10 The sailors were terrified when they heard this, for he had already told them he was running 

away from the Lord. “Oh, why did you do it?” they groaned. 11 And since the storm was getting 

worse all the time, they asked him, “What should we do to you to stop this storm?” 
12 “Throw me into the sea,” Jonah said, “and it will become calm again. I know that this terrible 

storm is all my fault.” 
13 Instead, the sailors rowed even harder to get the ship to the land. But the stormy sea was too 

violent for them, and they couldn’t make it.14 Then they cried out to the Lord, Jonah’s God. 

“O Lord,” they pleaded, “don’t make us die for this man’s sin. And don’t hold us responsible for 

his death. O Lord, you have sent this storm upon him for your own good reasons.” 
15 Then the sailors picked Jonah up and threw him into the raging sea, and the storm stopped at 

once! 16 The sailors were awestruck by the Lord’s great power, and they offered him a sacrifice 

and vowed to serve him. 
17 Now the Lord had arranged for a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was inside the fish 

for three days and three nights. (NLT) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the text from the Bible. 

 



Trials of the Prophets Sermon Text Small Groups                  Page  24 of  47 

 

Questions of the Heart 

19. What do we learn about the role of the prophet in our story in Jonah 1:1-2 that the Lord 

would send him several hundred miles away to minister to the city of Nineveh? 

a. What do we learn about the Lord that he uses people like us to minister to other 

people…knowing they could let him down? 

b. How has the Lord involved you in his work to reach other people? How did that 

affect you…that the Lord would use you and also how did that time of ministry 

affects those you were ministering to? 

c. Why are we hesitant at times to obey the Lord when he asks us to do something? 

d. Share a time if you would like when you were disobedient and what did the Lord t 

each you through that experience?  

20.  Jonah 1:3 in NASB says…But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the 

Lord. 

a. Adam and Eve hid from the Lord’s presence after they sinned when the Lord 

called to them and now Jonah is running away from the presence of the Lord. 

What does it mean to be in the presence of the Lord and why would Jonah run 

away from the Lord’s presence?   

21. Psalm 139:7-8 I can never escape from your Spirit! I can never get away from your 

presence! If I go up to heaven, you are there; if I go down to the grave, you are there. 

a. What is this verse saying to us and can we in all reality run from God and if so 

why do we still try? 

22. In verses one and two we learn that the Lord is pursuing the people of Nineveh…he is 

sending Jonah…and when Jonah runs the Lord pursues him.  

a. What does this tell us about the Lord? 

b. How has the Lord pursued you in your life…and is he pursuing you today in this 

study? 

23. The Lord sends a great storm to get Jonah’s attention and what does this tell us about the 

Lord that He decides not to go to plan B…He does not give up on Jonah? 

24. As Jonah flees his action now began to affect others as the Lord sends a storm and in that 

boat, is more than just Jonah.  

a. How can our disobedience affect others and how can our obedience affect others?  

b. As parents how can our obedience to the Lord affect the next generation?  

25. Why do you think Jonah was able to fall into such a deep sleep in the middle of a storm? 

26. What do we learn about the captain of the ship that he awakens Jonah and tells him to 

start calling on his God. 

27. What do we learn about Jonah when it says in verse 10 he had already told the crew of 

the ship he was running from God?  

28. To make the sea calm Jonah tells the crew just toss me in the water and it will be calm. 

What does Jonah know that the crew does not know that he can make that statement.  

29. The crew does not toss Jonah into the sea but tries to row back to shore…in a real sense 

they have more compassion on Jonah then Jonah has on the people of Nineveh. Why is 

having compassion on our enemies so difficult?  

http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=NLT&passage=Psalm+139%3A7-8
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a. What can we do to grow in compassion for others? 

30. When the men do finally throw Jonah in the water it becomes calm just like Jonah 

said…if you would have been a sailor would be going through your mind? 

31. The bible says the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…the fear of the Lord is 

the beginning of knowledge. Why is the fear of the Lord a healthy thing in many ways? 

32. God intervenes in the life of Jonah and sends a great fish to swallow him…God’s grace. 

How has the Lord intervened in your life?  

33. What does this story tell us about God? 

34. What does this story tell us about man? 

Application and accountability 

19. What is our theme for our message this today? 

20. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

21. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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June 18 - Jonah’s Prayer – Jonah 2 
 

Context: 

 Last week we learned that Jonah was running away from God’s assignment. He didn’t 

want his enemies to be saved so he sailed away in the opposite direction. But God still found him 

and sent a great storm. Jonah was thrown overboard for his disobedience, but then God sent a 

fish to swallow him. Our story begins inside the fish. 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 

Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from inside the fish. 2 He said, 

“I cried out to the Lord in my great trouble, 

    and he answered me. 

I called to you from the land of the dead, 

    and Lord, you heard me! 
3 You threw me into the ocean depths, 

    and I sank down to the heart of the sea. 

The mighty waters engulfed me; 

    I was buried beneath your wild and stormy waves. 
4 Then I said, ‘O Lord, you have driven me from your presence. 

    Yet I will look once more toward your holy Temple.’ 
5 “I sank beneath the waves, 

    and the waters closed over me. 

    Seaweed wrapped itself around my head. 
6 I sank down to the very roots of the mountains. 

    I was imprisoned in the earth, 

    whose gates lock shut forever. 

But you, O Lord my God, 

    snatched me from the jaws of death! 
7 As my life was slipping away, 

    I remembered the Lord. 

And my earnest prayer went out to you 

    in your holy Temple. 
8 Those who worship false gods 

    turn their backs on all God’s mercies. 
9 But I will offer sacrifices to you with songs of praise, 

    and I will fulfill all my vows. 

    For my salvation comes from the Lord alone.” 
10 Then the Lord ordered the fish to spit Jonah out onto the beach. (NLT) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the story from the text in the Bible. 

 

Questions of the Heart 

35. I want to go back to the context of our story which is Jonah chapter one. In the opening 

chapter of our story Jonah is running from the face of God (he is turning his back on 
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God) yet the Lord pursues him sending a great storm upon the sea that Jonah is traveling 

on. 

a. What does this tell us about the Lord that he pursues us when we have turned our 

back on him instead of just letting us go? 

b. Has the Lord ever pursued you when you were disobedient? How did that affect 

you? 

c. Is the Lord pursuing you now? 

36. In Jonah one the Lord is pursuing Jonah when his actions could affect the repentance of 

the people in Nineveh. What does this tell us about the importance of free will in the 

Kingdom of God verses making everyone a robot? 

a. Why does the Lord want us to love him and obey him out of our own free will? 

37. Jonah does not like the people from Assyria so he is running from God. How can 

prejudice affect our compassion on others? 

38. Jonah is so upset with God about saving the people of Nineveh that I believe it begins to 

cloud his judgment…your brain is not processing correctly which leads to a rash 

decision…just throw me overboard and the sea will become calm vs Lord I have sinned 

and I will now go to Nineveh.  

a. If we are very upset about a situation what is best thing we can do before making 

rash decisions.  

b. How can the Lord help us in those situations? 

39. In our story: 

a. In God’s mercy for the people of Nineveh the Lord sends word to Jonah…go 

preach against their sin. 

b. In God’s mercy, he sends a storm upon the ship Jonah is traveling on…to get his 

attention. 

c. In God’s mercy, the ship does not break up. 

d. In God’s mercy when Jonah is thrown overboard he is swallowed by a great fish. 

i. What do we learn about God’s mercy? 

ii. How has the Lord shown you mercy in your life? 

iii. How can we thank the Lord of his mercy? 

40. What is going on with Jonah that in chapter 2 verse one he finally prays to God? Why did 

he not pray earlier? How has the Lord prompted you to come to him in prayer? 

41. How can distress make us more willing to pray to the Lord about the situation we are in? 

a. Share a time when stress really got you to start thinking about the Lord. 

42. Inside the fish, Jonah has some time to think…how can that be a helpful experience…that 

is a time to think? 

43. Verse four Jonah says…I have been banished from your sight and earlier in Jonah one he 

was running from the face of God. What changed that Jonah now values being in the 

presence of God? How can calamity show us what is important in life? Have you ever 
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had a time where the Lord used a situation to bring clarity to the importance of a 

relationship with him?  

44. What do we learn about the Lord in verse 6…But you brought my life up from the pit, O 

Lord my God.  

a. How has the Lord brought you up from the pit? 

45. Jonah in verse 7…when my life was ebbing away I remembered you. What does this tell 

us about Jonah? What does this tell us about man in general when we must be in this 

degree of distress before we cry out to the Lord? Share a time when distress caused you 

to cry out to the Lord for help? 

46. What does Jonah mean in verse 8 when he says…those who cling to worthless idols 

forfeit the grace that could be theirs.  

47. Read verse Jonah 2:9…what begins to take place in the heart of Jonah? How has the Lord 

changed your heart along your journey of faith? 

48. Verse 10…the Lord commands the fish to vomit Jonah onto dry land…where he was for 

three days and three nights. (Reference Matthew 12:40) What did Jonah learn in those 

three days? 

49. How are we like Jonah? 

Application and accountability 

22. What is our theme for our message this today? 

23. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

24. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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June 25 - Jonah Preaches – Jonah 3  
 

Context: 

 This is our third week on Jonah. At first, he didn’t want to preach God’s word to his 

enemies and tried to run away. Last week he ended up in the belly of the fish. At this point, he 

realized he was wrong, repented, and began to pray to God. The fish spit Jonah up on the beach 

and that is where our story begins this week: 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 

 Then the Lord spoke to Jonah a second time: 2 “Get up and go to the great city of 

Nineveh, and deliver the message I have given you.” 
3 This time Jonah obeyed the Lord’s command and went to Nineveh, a city so large that it took 

three days to see it all. 4 On the day Jonah entered the city, he shouted to the crowds: “Forty days 

from now Nineveh will be destroyed!” 5 The people of Nineveh believed God’s message, and 

from the greatest to the least, they declared a fast and put on burlap to show their sorrow. 
6 When the king of Nineveh heard what Jonah was saying, he stepped down from his throne and 

took off his royal robes. He dressed himself in burlap and sat on a heap of ashes. 7 Then the king 

and his nobles sent this decree throughout the city: 

“No one, not even the animals from your herds and flocks, may eat or drink anything at 

all. 8 People and animals alike must wear garments of mourning, and everyone must pray 

earnestly to God. They must turn from their evil ways and stop all their violence. 9 Who can tell? 

Perhaps even yet God will change his mind and hold back his fierce anger from destroying us.” 
10 When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, he changed 

his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened. (NLT) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the story from the text. 

 

Questions of the Heart 

1. What has the Lord been showing you so far in the book of Jonah? 

2. We learn in chapter two that Jonah prays to the Lord and tells the Lord he will make good 

on the vows he has made. How does prayer change us?  

3. What do we learn about the Lord that he gave Jonah a second chance…Jonah 3:1 Then 

the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time? 

a. What is the connection between the Lord giving us second chances and the plan 

that He has for our life? 

i. Why is the Lord’s plan for our life so important? 

ii. Why do we struggle with carrying out the Lord’s plan for our life? 

b. Tell about a time when the Lord gave you a second chance and how it affected 

you. 

4. The Lord also give us the words to speak by the Holy Spirit…knowing that how does that 

take the pressure off of us when we know the Holy Spirit will guide our mouth? 

a. Tell about a time when the Lord gave you the words to speak to another person 

about the Lord. 

5. In verse two the Lord indicates that he will give Jonah the message…why is it important 

that the message comes from God rather than Jonah.  
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6. In verse three it says…Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Why is 

obedience so important in the Kingdom of God? How can our obedience to the Lord 

affect others?  

7. In the Bible 40 is a time of testing.  

a. The number 40 generally symbolizes a period of testing, trial or probation. The 

flood of Noah it rained 40 days and 40 nights.  During Moses' life, he lived forty 

years in Egypt and forty years in the desert before God selected him to lead his 

people out of slavery. Moses was also on Mount Sinai for 40 days and nights, on 

two separate occasions (Exodus 24:18, 34:1 - 28), receiving God's laws. He also 

sent spies, for forty days, to investigate the land God promised the Israelites as an 

inheritance (Numbers 13:25, 14:34). 

b. In our story, today the prophet Jonah powerfully warned ancient Nineveh, for 

forty days, that its destruction would come because of its many sins. The prophet 

Ezekiel laid on His right side for 40 days to symbolize Judah's sins (Ezekiel 4:6). 

Elijah went 40 days without food or water at Mount Horeb. Jesus was tempted by 

the devil not just three times, but MANY times during the 40 days and nights he 

fasted just before his ministry began. He also appeared to his disciples and others 

for 40 days after his resurrection from the dead. 

c. What do we learn about the Lord that he puts man to the test, but there is a 

deadline…40 days.  

8. What do we learn about the Ninevites…that they believed God that they would be 

destroyed in 40 days if they did not repent?  

9. Why do you think Jonah’s preaching was so powerful that the city of Nineveh repents of 

their wicked ways?  

10.  What do we learn about the people of Nineveh that they declared a fast from the least to 

the greatest and put on sackcloth? 

11. Read verses 6 and 7…how does this relate to Ephesians 4:22-24 You were taught, with 

regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its 

deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new 

self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  

  

12. Based on what you have observed about the people of Nineveh what does this tell you 

about the work of the Lord before Jonah arrived? What does this tell you about how the 

Lord works today? If that is true what would our responsibility be? 

13. The King calls people to urgently call on God. What is going on in the King’s heart that 

he is so eager for the people of his community to call on God? 

14. How is the Lord getting your attention in regard to spiritual things? 

15. What do we learn about the character of God in verse 10? 

 

 

Application and accountability 

25. What is our theme for our message this today? 

26. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

27. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 
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Close with prayer 

 

  



Trials of the Prophets Sermon Text Small Groups                  Page  32 of  47 

 

July 2 - Jonah’s Anger – Jonah 4  
 

Context: 

 This is the last lesson on our Jonah. Jonah had tried to run away from God; but God got 

his attention while he was in a big fish. Jonah then followed God’s directions and preached what 

God told them. Nineveh was a wicked city.  God saw every evil thing that the Ninevites had 

done.  He saw the times that they were cruel to His own children the Israelites.  God is 

holy.  Because He is holy God cannot allow sin.  God is also loving, patient and kind.  Sin must 

be punished.  God is merciful and desires for sinners to turn from their sin and turn to Him.  He 

gives them opportunities to repent. 

 God sent Jonah to Nineveh with a message that He was going to punish them because of 

their wickedness.  When the Ninevites heard God’s message they believed God and turned from 

their wickedness.  God showed them mercy and did not destroy them as He said He would. 

 How do you think the Ninevites felt to experience God’s kindness?  If you were a 

Ninevite, how would you feel?  Most people are filled with joy and thankfulness when they have 

been rescued from death.  We don’t know if the Ninevites tried to worship and follow the One 

True God or not.  We can assume they were thankful to Him for letting them live. 

 Jonah had been forgiven and given a second chance in life and he is furious that God 

would forgive the Ninevites and turn away from punishing them. In response to Jonah’s anger, 

God asks him the same question twice. Listen and see if you can hear that question. 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 

This change of plans greatly upset Jonah, and he became very angry.2 So he complained to 

the Lord about it: “Didn’t I say before I left home that you would do this, Lord? That is why I 

ran away to Tarshish! I knew that you are a merciful and compassionate God, slow to get angry 

and filled with unfailing love. You are eager to turn back from destroying people. 3 Just kill me 

now, Lord! I’d rather be dead than alive if what I predicted will not happen.” 
4 The Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry about this?” 
5 Then Jonah went out to the east side of the city and made a shelter to sit under as he waited to 

see what would happen to the city. 6 And the Lord God arranged for a leafy plant to grow there, 

and soon it spread its broad leaves over Jonah’s head, shading him from the sun. This eased his 

discomfort, and Jonah was very grateful for the plant. 
7 But God also arranged for a worm! The next morning at dawn the worm ate through the stem of 

the plant so that it withered away. 8 And as the sun grew hot, God arranged for a scorching east 

wind to blow on Jonah. The sun beat down on his head until he grew faint and wished to die. 

“Death is certainly better than living like this!” he exclaimed. 
9 Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry because the plant died?” 

“Yes,” Jonah retorted, “even angry enough to die!” 
10 Then the Lord said, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put it there. It 

came quickly and died quickly. 11 But Nineveh has more than 120,000 people living in spiritual 

darkness, not to mention all the animals. Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great city?” (NLT) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the story from the text in the Bible. 
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Questions of the Heart 

1. In Jonah 4:1-2 it says, But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. 2 He prayed 

to the Lord, “O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was 

so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow 

to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 

a. Although we love when the Lord gives us second chances sometimes we don’t 

want to see the Lord’s grace extended toward others. What are ways we can grow 

in the compassion for others?  

b. What does verse two tell us about the Lord and how does that affect our 

relationship with Him? 

c. What insight did Jonah have about the wicked city of Nineveh when the Lord 

called him to go there and what does this tell us about Jonah’s understanding of 

the character of God? 

d. How does know who the Lord is affect our relationship with him? 

2. Read verse 1 and 3 and pretend you are Jonah. How does being angry begin to affect the 

way we think and how does that affect Jonah?  

a. If you have been a parent of a small child you have experienced that child having 

a meltdown. Why is it difficult to reason with a child who is having a meltdown?  

3. In verse 4 the Lord asks Jonah a question…Have you any right to be angry?  

a. Why does the Lord ask Jonah a questions vs just telling him this is the way it is? 

What is the Lord trying to teach Jonah and try to have him contemplate? 

4. On the cross Jesus took all of our sins upon himself…everyone…not one was left out. If 

Jesus has done that for us…why is it important to forgive others? 

5. In verse 3 Jonah says…Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than 

to live.”  

a. Then the Lord follows this statement by Jonah with another question…Have you 

any right to be angry? What is the Lord wanting Jonah to think about and how can 

asking questions help us change the way we think?  

b. Perspective - Your perspective is the way you see something. If you think that 

toys corrupt children's minds, then from your perspective a toy shop is an evil 

place. Perspective has a Latin root meaning "look through" or "perceive," and all 

the meanings of perspective have something to do with looking. If you observe 

the world from a dog's perspective, you see through the dog's eyes. In drawing, 

perspective gives your drawing the appearance of depth or distance. If we say 

someone "has perspective," we mean she has a sensible outlook on life. 

i. How do thinking about questions…in this case from the Lord change our 

perspective? How can looking at things from the Lord’s perspective 

change the way we view other people? 

6. Read verses 5-8 – What is the Lord trying to communicate to Jonah through this object 

lesson of the vine? 

a. Again, the Lord asks Jonah another question…Do you have a right to be angry 

about the vine? How does this question make Jonah think although he answers 

right away and says he does? What happens over time as we ponder questions…in 

this case God’s question to Jonah? 

7. Read verses 10-11. What is the Lord trying to convey to Jonah?  
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8. What does this story tell us about how much the Lord is concerned about your life…and 

how does being aware of that change the way you think? 

9. Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

a. As we put on the new nature in Christ and grow in fruits of the spirt how does that 

change our view of other people?  

10. In this story the Lord asks questions to Jonah like we ask in Story Telling 

Discipleship…what does this tell us about the importance of asking questions verses…a 

lecture? What do questions do that just information does not do? 

11. What does this story tell us about the Lord? 

12. What does this story tell us about man? 

Application and accountability 

28. What is our theme for our message this today? 

29. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

30. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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Part Three Jeremiah 
July 9 - The Call of Jeremiah – Jeremiah 1:1-19  
 

Context: 

 We are now beginning a study on Jeremiah who lived about 150 years after Jonah. He 

lived in Judah just before they were destroyed by the Babylonians. If our standard of success is 

how rich, powerful, or beautiful you are, Jeremiah was a failure. He served God for 40 years. He 

attempted to call his people back to God, but they wouldn’t listen. Society may not see Jeremiah 

as a success but in the eyes of God, Jeremiah was a huge success. He was obedient and faithful 

to God’s calling on his life. He courageously and faithfully proclaimed God’s Word to everyone 

even when they didn’t listen. A successful life is one where God’s purposed are accomplished. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 
4 The Lord gave me this message: 
5 “I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. 

    Before you were born I set you apart 

    and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.” 
6 “O Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!” 
7 The Lord replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever I send you and say 

whatever I tell you. 8 And don’t be afraid of the people, for I will be with you and will protect 

you. I, the Lord, have spoken!” 9 Then the Lord reached out and touched my mouth and said, 

“Look, I have put my words in your mouth! 
10 Today I appoint you to stand up 

    against nations and kingdoms. 

Some you must uproot and tear down, 

    destroy and overthrow. 

Others you must build up 

    and plant.” 
11 Then the Lord said to me, “Look, Jeremiah! What do you see?” 

And I replied, “I see a branch from an almond tree.” 
12 And the Lord said, “That’s right, and it means that I am watching,(The Hebrew word for 

“watching” (shoqed) sounds like the word for “almond tree” (shaqed) and I will certainly carry 

out all my plans.” 
13 Then the Lord spoke to me again and asked, “What do you see now?” 

And I replied, “I see a pot of boiling water, spilling from the north.” 
14 “Yes,” the Lord said, “for terror from the north will boil out on the people of this 

land. 15 Listen! I am calling the armies of the kingdoms of the north to come to Jerusalem. I, 

the Lord, have spoken! 

“They will set their thrones 

    at the gates of the city. 

They will attack its walls 

    and all the other towns of Judah. 
16 I will pronounce judgment 

    on my people for all their evil— 

for deserting me and burning incense to other gods. 

    Yes, they worship idols made with their own hands! 
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17 “Get up and prepare for action. 

    Go out and tell them everything I tell you to say. 

Do not be afraid of them, 

    or I will make you look foolish in front of them. 
18 For see, today I have made you strong 

    like a fortified city that cannot be captured, 

    like an iron pillar or a bronze wall. 

You will stand against the whole land— 

    the kings, officials, priests, and people of Judah. 
19 They will fight you, but they will fail. 

    For I am with you, and I will take care of you. 

    I, the Lord, have spoken!” 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the story from the text in the Bible. 

 

Questions of the Heart 

13. What do we learn about the Lord and ourselves when He says, “I knew you before I 

formed you in your mother’s womb.”? 

14. What does it mean to be set apart and why would the Lord do this…vs. 5? 

15. Psalm 139:13-17 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together 

in my mother’s womb. 14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your 

workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. 15 You watched me as I was being formed 

in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb. 16 You saw me before 

I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid 

out before a single day had passed. 17 How precious are your thoughts about me, O 

God. They cannot be numbered!   

➢ How are these verses similar to the ones the Lord spoke about to Jeremiah? 

➢ What do we learn about the Lord in these four verses? 

➢ Why is it important that every day of your life is recorded in the Lord’s book?  

➢ What do you learn about yourself in these verses? 

16. Why was Jeremiah reluctant to speak for the Lord and why are we also reluctant to speak 

for the Lord? 

a. Why was it important for the Lord to tell Jeremiah that He was protecting him? 

i. How does the Lord protect us in a spiritual sense. 

b. What can we do to help overcome our fear? 

17. Why would Jeremiah have to be fearful of the people as he delivers his message that is 

from the Lord? 

a. How can fear stop us from doing work for the Lord? 

i. Share a time if you would like about a time where you had to deal with 

fear about what the Lord was asking you to do?  

b. I the Lord have spoken is followed by an explanation point in verse 8…why do 

you think it was written this way by the Lord? 

18. What do we learn about the Lord’s plan for Jeremiah in verse 7? 

a. If that is true for Jeremiah what does that tell us about the plans the Lord has for 

us? 

b. Why is it important to seek the Lord for his plan for our life? 



Trials of the Prophets Sermon Text Small Groups                  Page  37 of  47 

 

c. Share about a time when you were seeking the Lord about his plan for your life? 

19. "Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done." 

Luke 22:42. These are the words of Jesus on the day before he was crucified in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. Why was it important for Jesus to model the words with action…

not my will but your will be done? 

a. Why does the Lord want us to pray these types of prayers…your will be done? 

b. How does that type of prayer begin to change our life?  

20. Why was it important for the Lord to put words into the mouth of Jeremiah verses 

Jeremiah drawing from his own thoughts? 

21. In verse 10 some nations need to be uprooted, tore down, and overthrown…why would 

that be…why do weeds get uprooted? What does this tell you about some nations? 

a. What will happen to our nation if it continues to go the way of godlessness? 

b. Why would some nations be built up and planted?  

22. Why would the Lord give Jeremiah a vision in verse 11 giving him future revelation? 

23. Why would it be important that the Lord was watching?  

24. Why would the Lord call the Kingdoms of the North (Babylon) to attack Jerusalem? 

25. Read verse 16? Why is the Lord so angry? 

a. Why would people worship idols made from human hands? 

b. Why is the first commandment so important…You shall have no other gods? 

c. If I worship other gods where does that put me in eternity if I die doing that?   

26. What does this story tell us about the Lord? 

27. What does this story tell us about man? 

Application and accountability 

31. What is our theme for our message this today? 

32. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

33. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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July 16 - The Linen Belt – Jeremiah 13:1-27  
 

Context: 

 Last week we met Jeremiah as God called him to bring God’s word to the people. 

Jeremiah was still afraid and God showed him two things to help him overcome the fear of this 

calling. He showed Jeremiah an almond tree and told him that He would be watching him 

always. Then He showed him a boiling pot to show Jeremiah that judgement was coming 

because the people had turned their backs on God. In today’s story, God continues to speak to 

Jeremiah. God gives Jeremiah two more images to explain the messages that Jeremiah needed to 

show the people. 

 

A Story from the Word of God:  

13 This is what the Lord said to me: “Go and buy a linen loincloth and put it on, but do not wash 

it.” 2 So I bought the loincloth as the Lord directed me, and I put it on. 
3 Then the Lord gave me another message: 4 “Take the linen loincloth you are wearing, and go to 

the Euphrates River.[a] Hide it there in a hole in the rocks.” 5 So I went and hid it by the 

Euphrates as the Lord had instructed me. 
6 A long time afterward the Lord said to me, “Go back to the Euphrates and get the loincloth I 

told you to hide there.” 7 So I went to the Euphrates and dug it out of the hole where I had hidden 

it. But now it was rotting and falling apart. The loincloth was good for nothing. 
8 Then I received this message from the Lord: 9 “This is what the Lord says: This shows how I 

will rot away the pride of Judah and Jerusalem.10 These wicked people refuse to listen to me. 

They stubbornly follow their own desires and worship other gods. Therefore, they will become 

like this loincloth—good for nothing! 11 As a loincloth clings to a man’s waist, so I created Judah 

and Israel to cling to me, says the Lord. They were to be my people, my pride, my glory—an 

honor to my name. But they would not listen to me. 
12 “So tell them, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: May all your jars be filled with 

wine.’ And they will reply, ‘Of course! Jars are made to be filled with wine!’ 
13 “Then tell them, ‘No, this is what the Lord means: I will fill everyone in this land with 

drunkenness—from the king sitting on David’s throne to the priests and the prophets, right down 

to the common people of Jerusalem. 14 I will smash them against each other, even parents against 

children, says the Lord. I will not let my pity or mercy or compassion keep me from destroying 

them.’” 
15 Listen and pay attention! 

    Do not be arrogant, for the Lord has spoken. 
16 Give glory to the Lord your God 

    before it is too late. 

Acknowledge him before he brings darkness upon you, 

    causing you to stumble and fall on the darkening mountains. 

For then, when you look for light, 

    you will find only terrible darkness and gloom. 
17 And if you still refuse to listen, 

    I will weep alone because of your pride. 

My eyes will overflow with tears, 

    because the Lord’s flock will be led away into exile. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-19247a
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18 Say to the king and his mother, 

“Come down from your thrones 

    and sit in the dust, 

for your glorious crowns 

    will soon be snatched from your heads.” 
19 The towns of the Negev will close their gates, 

    and no one will be able to open them. 

The people of Judah will be taken away as captives. 

    All will be carried into exile. 
20 Open up your eyes and see 

    the armies marching down from the north! 

Where is your flock— 

    your beautiful flock— 

    that he gave you to care for? 
21 What will you say when the Lord takes the allies you have cultivated 

    and appoints them as your rulers? 

Pangs of anguish will grip you, 

    like those of a woman in labor! 
22 You may ask yourself, 

“Why is all this happening to me?” 

    It is because of your many sins! 

That is why you have been stripped 

    and raped by invading armies. 
23 Can an Ethiopian[b] change the color of his skin? 

    Can a leopard take away its spots? 

Neither can you start doing good, 

    for you have always done evil. 
24 “I will scatter you like chaff 

    that is blown away by the desert winds. 
25 This is your allotment, 

    the portion I have assigned to you,” 

    says the Lord, 

“for you have forgotten me, 

    putting your trust in false gods. 
26 I myself will strip you 

    and expose you to shame. 
27 I have seen your adultery and lust, 

    and your disgusting idol worship out in the fields and on the hills. 

What sorrow awaits you, Jerusalem! 

    How long before you are pure?” (NLT) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the story from the text in the Bible 

 

Questions of the Heart 

28. Why would the Lord want to use such a visual demonstration with Jeremiah as a 

loincloth (Underwear)?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-19266b
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29. In verse 10 its says the wicked people do not listen to the Lord. Why don’t they want to 

listen to the Lord?  

a. What prevents us from listening to the Lord? 

30. In verse 10b it says they stubbornly follow their own desires and worship other gods. 

a. How does following our own stubborn desires always get us in trouble?  

b. Who are you thinking about when you follow your own stubborn desires and why 

is that so dangerous in a spiritual sense.  

31. The loincloth rotted away because it was in a bad environment and not taken care of. 

How can we rot away spiritually by drifting away from the Lord and not taking care of 

ourselves spiritually?  

a. If we have drifted away from the Lord how can we come back to Him? 

32. How can our sinful behavior make us good for nothing? 

33. The first commandment is…Do not worship other gods. Why do you think the Lord 

made this the foundational number one commandment?  

34. Verse 11 says…As a loincloth clings to a man’s waist, so I created Judah and Israel to 

cling to me, says the Lord. 

a. Why does a child cling to its mother? 

b. Why would the Lord want Judah and Israel to cling to him? 

c. What usually happens when we think we are so grown up that we no longer need 

parental guidance and we don’t need to cling to the Lord?  

d. What happens to Israel when they believe they don’t need the Lord’s 

guidance…where does that lead them? 

35. 11 As a loincloth clings to a man’s waist, so I created Judah and Israel to cling to me, 

says the Lord. They were to be my people, my pride, my glory—an honor to my name. But 

they would not listen to me.  

a. What did Judah and Israel give up when they would not listen to the Lord? 

b. What do we give up when we don’t listen to the Lord? 

36. What happens in a work environment when we don’t listen to our supervisor? 

37. When you run a particular machine most of us know it has a certain sound and when it 

does not sound the same it is often indicating something is wrong?  

a. How can listening to the Lord help us to know if something in our life is wrong?  

38. How does being arrogant effect our relationships with others? How does being arrogant 

effect our relationship with God? (Arrogance - exaggerating or disposed 

to exaggerate one's own worth or importance often by an overbearing manner) 

39. Why will be arrogant cause you to stumble?  

a. Why is it difficult to work with people who are arrogant?  

b. If I am arrogant…what do I need to do to change and how do I accomplish 

that…who will help me?  

40. Read verse 17? What will be the end of Jerusalem if they don’t listen to God, and how 

could this be prevented? What would they need to do to start listening to the Lord? What 

do we need to do to better listen to the Lord? 

a. Tell about a time when listening to the Lord made a difference in your life or a 

time when you did not listen and it had a very bad effect on you.  

b. How can listening to the Lord change your life?  

c. How can I improve my ability to listen to the Lord? 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/exaggerate
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/overbearing
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41. Jerusalem receives one warning after another that they must shape up or they will be 

taken over by another country…but it falls on deaf ears. What is going on in our heart 

that we blow off one warning after another by the Lord? What is the purpose of the Lord 

giving Jerusalem warnings? 

42. How can being in denial about my own sin affect me and those around me? 

43. What does this story tell us about the Lord? 

44. What does this story tell us about man? 

Application and accountability 

34. What is our theme for our message this today? 

35. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

36. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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July 23 - The False Prophet Hananiah – Jeremiah 28:1-17   
 

Context: 

 We continue our story of Jeremiah. We have seen in the past two weeks that God speaks 

to Jeremiah through different images: an almond tree, a boiling pot, a loincloth, and a wine jar. 

Just prior to our story for today, God told Jeremiah to wear a ox’s yoke around his neck. God’s 

message was that the country was to submit to the Babylonians just as an ox must submit to the 

yoke. This was not a popular message. As our story begins Jeremiah is still wearing the yoke. 

Hananiah wants a different message than what Jeremiah has been bringing to the people. 

 

A Story from the Word of God:  

One day in late summer[a] of that same year—the fourth year of the reign of Zedekiah, king of 

Judah—Hananiah son of Azzur, a prophet from Gibeon, addressed me publicly in the Temple 

while all the priests and people listened. He said, 2 “This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, 

the God of Israel, says: ‘I will remove the yoke of the king of Babylon from your necks. 3 Within 

two years I will bring back all the Temple treasures that King Nebuchadnezzar carried off to 

Babylon. 4 And I will bring back Jehoiachin[b] son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and all the other 

captives that were taken to Babylon. I will surely break the yoke that the king of Babylon has put 

on your necks. I, the Lord, have spoken!’” 
5 Jeremiah responded to Hananiah as they stood in front of all the priests and people at the 

Temple. 6 He said, “Amen! May your prophecies come true! I hope the Lord does everything you 

say. I hope he does bring back from Babylon the treasures of this Temple and all the 

captives.7 But listen now to the solemn words I speak to you in the presence of all these 

people. 8 The ancient prophets who preceded you and me spoke against many nations, always 

warning of war, disaster, and disease. 9 So a prophet who predicts peace must show he is right. 

Only when his predictions come true can we know that he is really from the Lord.” 
10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke off Jeremiah’s neck and broke it in pieces. 11 And 

Hananiah said again to the crowd that had gathered, “This is what the Lord says: ‘Just as this 

yoke has been broken, within two years I will break the yoke of oppression from all the nations 

now subject to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.’” With that, Jeremiah left the Temple area. 
12 Soon after this confrontation with Hananiah, the Lord gave this message to Jeremiah: 13 “Go 

and tell Hananiah, ‘This is what the Lord says: You have broken a wooden yoke, but you have 

replaced it with a yoke of iron. 14 The Lord of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says: I have 

put a yoke of iron on the necks of all these nations, forcing them into slavery under King 

Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. I have put everything, even the wild animals, under his control.’” 
15 Then Jeremiah the prophet said to Hananiah, “Listen, Hananiah! The Lord has not sent you, 

but the people believe your lies. 16 Therefore, this is what the Lord says: ‘You must die. Your life 

will end this very year because you have rebelled against the Lord.’” 
17 Two months later[c] the prophet Hananiah died.  (NLT) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the text from the Bible. 

 

Questions of the Heart 

45. What motivates the prophet Hananiah to give people false hopes in telling them things he 

knows are not true…but is what they want to hear? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+28&version=NLT#fen-NLT-19596a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+28&version=NLT#fen-NLT-19599b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+28&version=NLT#fen-NLT-19612c
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46. Hananiah was said to be a prophet yet his character was such that instead he was a liar. 

How did on-godly character affect Hananiah? How can ungodly character affect you? 

47. If you are working on a job in the area of personnel and you had just two characteristics 

when it came to hire people…character and ability which one would be the most 

important and why?  

48. How does having poor character lead to making poor decisions? 

49. How are modern day politicians like Hananiah?  

50. How can living a life in light of eternity effect your character? 

51. When listening to the prophet Hananiah and Jeremiah why is having godly wisdom from 

the Lord so important? 

52. James 5:16 - If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 

without finding fault, and it will be given to you. Why would the Lord so eagerly want to 

give wisdom to people who ask and how can that make a difference in our life? 

53. What do we learn about Jeremiah in this conflict when instead having a war of words 

with Hananiah it says in verse 11 he left the temple. How can walking away from conflict 

be the right decision?  

54. In life, there are two competing voices trying to get our attention…The Lord and 

satan…how can I begin to recognize the voice of the Lord verses the false voice that is 

trying to lead me astray.  

a. How can spending time with the Lord in worship, his word and prayer help us to 

better hear his voice? 

b. John 10:27-28 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I 

give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out 

of my hand. What is this verse telling us? 

55. It says in verse 15 that the people believe the lies of the false prophet Hananiah. What 

does that tell us about their ability to discern the truth and why is that inability to discern 

the truth so dangerous.  

56. In verse 15 Jeremiah indicates the Lord had not sent Hananiah…if that is true what is 

motivating Hananiah?  

57. Why do you believe the Lord put an end to Hananiah and eight weeks later he was 

deceased?  

58. Hananiah was no doubt a smart individual who made very bad choices because he lived 

for the glory of this world. How does the world tempt us to live for the world and not for 

the Lord? What are the rewards for living life in light of eternity?  

59. What do we learn about Jeremiah when he had a very difficult and unpopular message to 

deliver yet he remained faithful to the Lord calling the people back from their sin? 

60. How can being truthful like Jeremiah was with the people also be a test of his 

faithfulness?  

61. Tell about a time when someone was truthful with you…you did not want to hear it, but 

in hindsight it was one of the best things that happened to you.  

62. What do we learn about the Lord that he wanted to give the people of Jerusalem the truth 

through Jeremiah? 

63. What does this story tell us about how easily mankind can be deceived? 

64. What was the Lord trying to communicate to the people that Jeremiah was speaking to? 

Application and accountability 

37. What is our theme for our message this today? 



Trials of the Prophets Sermon Text Small Groups                  Page  44 of  47 

 

38. As you reflect on this story what is the Lord telling you that you need to do or maybe 

change in your life? Why is that a challenge for you? How can we hold you accountable 

to accomplish what the Lord wants you to do? 

39. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 
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July 30 - Jeremiah is Thrown into a Cistern – Jeremiah 38:1-13  
 

Context:   

 As we have seen from the past few lesson, Jeremiah has brought the word of God to the 

king and the people. Jeremiah has warned them that they need to repent or disaster will come. No 

one will listen. The Babylonian army is almost to Jerusalem and Jeremiah has warned the people 

that things will be better if they just surrender instead of fighting. But they still won’t listen. In 

fact, the king and people are so stubborn that they have put Jeremiah in prison just so they don’t 

have to listen to his preaching.  

 

A Story from the Word of God: 

Now the king’s officials heard what Jeremiah had been telling the people. He had been 

saying, 2 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Everyone who stays in Jerusalem will die from war, 

famine, or disease, but those who surrender to the Babylonians[b] will live. Their reward will be 

life. They will live!’ 3 The Lord also says: ‘The city of Jerusalem will certainly be handed over to 

the army of the king of Babylon, who will capture it.’” 
4 So these officials went to the king and said, “Sir, this man must die! That kind of talk will 

undermine the morale of the few fighting men we have left, as well as that of all the people. This 

man is a traitor!” 
5 King Zedekiah agreed. “All right,” he said. “Do as you like. I can’t stop you.” 
6 So the officials took Jeremiah from his cell and lowered him by ropes into an empty cistern in 

the prison yard.. There was no water in the cistern, but there was a thick layer of mud at the 

bottom, and Jeremiah sank down into it. 
7 But Ebed-melech the Ethiopian,[c] an important court official, heard that Jeremiah was in the 

cistern. At that time the king was holding court at the Benjamin Gate, 8 so Ebed-melech rushed 

from the palace to speak with him. 9 “My lord the king,” he said, “these men have done a very 

evil thing in putting Jeremiah the prophet into the cistern. He will soon die of hunger, for almost 

all the bread in the city is gone.” 
10 So the king told Ebed-melech, “Take thirty of my men with you, and pull Jeremiah out of the 

cistern before he dies.” 
11 So Ebed-melech took the men with him and went to a room in the palace beneath the treasury, 

where he found some old rags and discarded clothing. He carried these to the cistern and lowered 

them to Jeremiah on a rope. 12 Ebed-melech called down to Jeremiah, “Put these rags under your 

armpits to protect you from the ropes.” Then when Jeremiah was ready, 13 they pulled him out. 

So Jeremiah was returned to the courtyard of the guard—the palace prison—where he remained. 

(NLT – slightly modified) 

 

Tell the story, rebuild the story, read the text from the Bible. 

 

Questions of the Heart 

1. Read verse 2 and 3. What do we learn about the character of Jeremiah who has been 

telling the people for seven years a very unpopular message to surrender to the 

Babylonians as God had directed? 

a. How is living the Christian life in many ways unpopular with the culture of the 

day in which we find ourselves? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+38&version=NLT#fen-NLT-19874b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+38&version=NLT#fen-NLT-19879c
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b. What are ways we can strengthen ourselves to walk with the Lord and what 

happens when we don’t?  

2. Jeremiah had been a prophet for about 35 years at this point with many prophecies which 

had come true…he had a 100 percent track record. Yet the officials refused not to believe 

his message about coming under the yoke of Babylon. What do we learn about these 

officials? How would their lives turn out in the not too distant future?  

3. What happens in our life when we follow the Lord’s leading verses doing our own thing 

or what the world thinks we should do?  

4. Pretend for a moment that the Lord is calling you to attend church at a place of worship 

and you clearly understand that. How can we begin to move forward with the Lord’s plan 

for our life in the midst of a spiritual battle that attempts to keep me from God’s plan? 

5. Read verses 4 and 5. What do we learn about the character of King Zedekiah? A leader 

sometimes has to make difficult decisions and the easy decision is to do nothing while 

difficult decisions take courage. Who was King Zedekiah relying on? What was the Lord 

trying to show him? How can relying on the Lord change our decisions? Why are godly 

decisions often unpopular with the culture? 

6. Jeremiah is one of the greatest prophets in the Old Testament yet his life was not easy. 

Should we expect to be on easy street when we live the Christian life? How can trials in 

life refine our faith? When we experience great trials in life how can relying on the Lord 

change our outlook in life and eternity?  

7. As we study Jeremiah there were times he was very discouraged because his ministry was 

so difficult. How can being discouraged take us off course from God’s plan for our life 

and how can we strengthen ourselves in the midst of being discouraged. Why is 

encouraging others each day so important? Who was one person in your life who made a 

difference in your life by encouraging you? 

8. What do we learn about the character…Malkijah? What kind of leader was he that he 

confronted the King? 

9. In the case of Malkijah…how can standing for what is right make a difference in the life 

of one or more people? Tell about a time when the Lord prompted you to take a stand for 

what was right and what affect that had?  

10. Building good character begins by making good choices like Malkijah. Why is building 

godly character so important along our spiritual journey?  

11. Pretend you are Jeremiah and you are in the cistern…what would be going through your 

mind…what might you be doing?  

12. Jeremiah had an extremely difficult ministry…what enabled him to keep going in spite of 

very little fruit in his ministry the Lord had given him? 

13. What does this story tell us about man? 

Application and accountability 

40. What is our theme for our message this today? 

41. What was one thing the Lord taught you in the message today that could help you grow 

in faith? 

42. Who do you think needs to hear this story? 

 

Close with prayer 

 


