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     Introduction: The Divine Intruder series is based on the Lord’s intervention into our life. As 

we walk through this story set you will see the hand of God intervening in the lives of his people 

and the Lord also intervenes in our life daily. When I was 27 while driving to work on a warm 

summer morning a car hit my car at 70 mph broadside as I turned off the highway and pushed 

my car about 150 feet down the road…the man never saw me therefore he never braked. The 

man who hit me just passed a school bus and I was right in front of the bus and when I turned he 

hit me. To survive that type of crash without being hurt was divine intervention. The state 

trooper said this, “In this kind of accident there is usually no need for an ambulance because the 

driver is no longer living.” After that I felt every day of my life was like a bonus as I had 

encountered the Divine Intruder…the Lord saved me.  

 

The Divine Intruder is an Seven-part series with the following themes: 

 

Message 01 - The Divine Intruder / Theme: The Divine Intruder / Text: Acts 9:1-19 / Jan. 8, 

2017 

• The Lord intrudes into the life of Saul who would be known as the Apostle Paul 

• Guest speaker: Bruce Van Natta – Author and Evangelist from “Sweet Bread Ministries” 

delivers the message. 

 

Message 02 - The Divine Intruder / Theme: When I am Weak You are Strong / Text: Judges: 

6:1-24  / Jan. 15, 2017 

• The Lord intrudes into the life of Gideon. 

 

Message 03 - The Divine Intruder / Theme: God’s Mercy Extends Beyond What We Can 

Imagine / Text: Jonah 1:1-17, 2:1-12, 2:10, and 3:1-10 / Jan. 29, 2017 

• The Lord intrudes into the life of Jonah 

 

Message 04 - The Divine Intruder / Theme: Who is the Divine Intruder? / Text: Luke 15:11-32 / 

Feb. 5, 2017 

• The Lord intrudes into the life of the Prodigal Son.  

 

Message 05 – The Divine Intruder / Theme: I Cried for Help / Text: John 11:1-45 / Feb. 12, 2017 

• The Lord intrudes into the life of Lazarus 

 

Message 06 – The Divine Intruder / Theme: Prayer Moves the Heart of God / Text: Acts 16:16-

34 / Feb. 19, 2017 

• The Lord intrudes into the life of Paul and Silas while they are in prison. 

 

Message 07 – The Divine Intruder / Theme: The Hand of the Lord is Upon Me / Text: Ruth 1:1-

22 / Feb. 26, 2017 
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• The Lord intrudes into the life of Ruth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message 01 - The Divine Intruder / Theme: The Divine Intruder / Text: Acts 9:1-19 / Jan. 
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• The Lord intrudes into the life of Saul who would be known as the Apostle Paul 

• Guest speaker: Bruce Van Natta – Author and Evangelist from “Sweet Bread Ministries” 

delivers the message. 

o I don’t have the transcript for this message and it was more of a hand-written 

document to begin with. 

o This message is about one hour and 13 minutes and may need to be broken down 

into 4 podcasts.  

• Bruce is the author of the book: Saved by Angels: to share how GOD talks to 

everyday people 

o As the front axle of the massive logging truck fell onto the mechanic, crushing 

him against the concrete floor, angels appeared out of nowhere to miraculously 

save his life. He watched from above as God’s messengers stayed on either side 

of his mangled body as the emergency medical team worked. 

o Author Bruce Van Natta’s near-death experience brought him face to face with 

God’s angels, and he shares with you how God talks to all of His children 

through: 

* Angels. 

* Dreams and visions. 

* The Holy Spirit. 

* The Bible. 

* Design and circumstance. 

* Answered prayer. 

* God’s spoken word. 

• Bruce is also the author of: A Miraculous Life: True stories of supernatural 

encounters with God 

o One man’s extraordinary encounters with God. 

God wants us to stay plugged into Him so that we can live a supernatural life of 

victory. We should expect this to be “normal” Christianity. This book is filled 

with stories of what the miraculous looks like in daily life—plus it gives key 

points to help you walk in the supernatural. 

o A Miraculous Life tells of the miracles that Bruce Van Natta has personally 

experienced, including when he received a hug from Jesus at age five, when God 

called his name in a church service at nineteen, and when he saw the angels sent 

to save his life during an out-of-body experience at the point of death. Each 

encounter is given as an example of the knowledge and insights he has learned 

within the context of Scripture. 

o The book also includes other real-life testimonies that show how God’s 

supernatural power is released. You will be amazed to read of the miracles taking 

place today—blind eyes and deaf ears being opened, tumors vanishing, demons 

being cast out, and captives being set free from heartache, pain, depression, and 
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fear. These faith-building stories and biblical references will help you live 

“supernaturally victorious” in every area of your life, regardless of the 

circumstances. 
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Message 02 - The Divine Intruder / Theme: When I am Weak You are Strong / Text: 

Judges: 6:1-24 / Jan. 15, 2017 

• The Lord intrudes into the life of Gideon. 

To set the context for our story about Gideon we need to understand that the time of the Judges 

was after Joshua and before Israel’s first king…King Saul, which was about 350 years. Each 

Judge that the Lord would raise up was in many ways a ruler, but Judges did not follow family 

lines.  

     The book of Judges is disturbingly relevant to today as it records the Israelites' descent into 

sin and its terrible consequences, much like our nation today. Judges is a harsh reminder that 

God punishes sin, but is always ready to take the repentant back into his arms. Contrasted greatly 

with the victorious book of Joshua that precedes it, Judges shows the failure of Israel to conquer 

their enemies, claim their inheritance, and the huge effect that this had on their life and 

relationship with God. Throughout this entire book, we see a repeated cycle, one that we will call 

‘The cycle of sin’.  

The Cycle of Sin Defined 

     Judges 2:18-19 ‘Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and 

saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD had 

compassion on them as they groaned under those who oppressed and afflicted them.  But when 

the judge died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, 

following other gods and serving and worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil 

practices and stubborn ways.’ In these two verses we find the pattern for the entire book – a 

pattern of sin, bondage and repentance that would last for nearly 350 years (around 1380 to 1050 

BC). And now a story from God’s word about the Judge the Lord raises into leadership named 

Gideon.  

6 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave them into 

the hands of the Midianites. 2 Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites 

prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. 3 Whenever the 

Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded the 

country. 4 They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a 

living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. 5 They came up with their livestock 

and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count the men and their camels; they 

invaded the land to ravage it. 6 Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the 

Lord for help.  
7 When the Israelites cried to the Lord because of Midian, 8 he sent them a prophet, who said, 

“This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of 

slavery. 9 I snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all your oppressors. I 

drove them from before you and gave you their land. 10 I said to you, ‘I am the Lord your God; 

do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have not listened to 

me.”  

http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/f/whatissin.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/a/Repentance.htm
http://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Judg%202.18-19
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11 The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash 

the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the 

Midianites. 12 When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, 

mighty warrior.”  
13 “But sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where 

are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up 

out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian.”  
14 The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of 

Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”  
15 “But Lord,” Gideon asked, “how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and 

I am the least in my family.”  
16 The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites 

together.”  
17 Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you 

talking to me. 18 Please do not go away until I come back and bring my offering and set it before 

you.”  

And the Lord said, “I will wait until you return.”  
19 Gideon went in, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made bread without 

yeast. Putting the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to 

him under the oak.  
20 The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this 

rock, and pour out the broth.” And Gideon did so. 21 With the tip of the staff that was in his hand, 

the angel of the Lord touched the meat and the unleavened bread. Fire flared from the rock, 

consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the Lord disappeared. 22 When Gideon 

realized that it was the angel of the Lord, he exclaimed, “Ah, Sovereign Lord! I have seen the 

angel of the Lord face to face!”  
23 But the Lord said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.”  
24 So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and called it The Lord is Peace. To this day it 

stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. A story from God’s word.  

As we look at the first six verses of our story we see the results of a people who have drifted 

away from God and have done evil in the sight of the Lord, but in His infinite wisdom He does 

not let them stay in their sin…He intervenes. He is the Divine Intruder. The first part of our 

Lord’s intervention comes by allowing the Midianites to oppress the Israelites, but because of 

their stubbornness it takes them seven years to humble themselves to cry out to the Lord. It says 

in verse six that Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord. The 

interesting part of this that in verse one it says the Lord has done this for seven years…before 

they finally humbled themselves before the Lord.  

The question I asked myself is why did it take seven years for them to humble themselves? 

The answer I believe is when you stair step down into sin it numbs us to the voice of God that is 

calling you to repent. It is like we are deaf to the Lord and one of the ways the Lord can bring us 
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to our senses is let us experience the hardship caused by our own sin because hardship can get 

our attention and bring humility into our life. Was there ever a time in your life where the Lord 

used hardship, a very difficult situation, a time of desperation to get your attention that resulted 

in you crying out to God? Lord help me…I have made such a mess of life…Lord forgive me. 

When I repent of my sin and cry out to the Lord something begins to happen to my deaf 

ears to the Lord…I begin to hear the Lord’s voice again.  

In the next part of our story we see Israel finally calls out to the Lord and we see the Lord 

responds by sending them a prophet who reminds them of what the Lord did for the nation of 

Israel by taking them out of Egypt. The Lord reminds them of where they were and how 

oppressed they were yet He rescued them. How many times in the Bible does the Lord remind 

the people of Israel what he has done for them and also each time we take the Lord’s supper we 

are reminded by these words from 1 Cor. 11:24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." What is the Lord saying 

to us…we soon forget what He has done often falling into discouragement wondering where the 

Lord is?  

     The Lord often reminds us of who he is and what he has done for us to call us upward to take 

our focus off ourselves and to place it on him. When we do this, it changes our entire 

perspective.  

     As we continue with our story the angel of the Lord appears to Gideon saying to him, “The 

Lord is with you mighty warrior.” Although at this time in his life Gideon was not a might 

warrior the Lord was speaking truth into his life. When Gideon hears this he is filled with doubt 

and says to the angel of the Lord…but sir, Gideon replied, if the Lord is with us, why has all this 

happened to us. The Lord in turn responds Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of 

Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you.  

      All of us are a little bit like Gideon…God is calling us to do wondrous things in the Kingdom 

of God and we have a laundry list of why we can’t do what the Lord is calling us to do. But 

realize the Lord does not ask to do his work in our own strength and usually the Lord likes to put 

us in a place that we have to depend on him. We remember the children’s song Jesus loves me 

that has been loved among children and adults alike since it was written in 1860. Anna B. 

Warner wrote the original version and later David Rutherford McGuire added stanzas two and 

three. Anna’s sister Susan had asked her to write a song for a Sunday School teacher who wanted 

to cheer a dying boy. Although the boy was dying and had no strength of his own he was strong 

in Jesus. No wonder the lyrics have brought a smile to many children and assurance to adults! 

      It says in 2 Cor. 12: 9-10  But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so 

that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 

insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. Also 

we remember the verses from 1 Cor. 2:1-5  When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with 
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eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2 For I resolved 

to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I came to you in 

weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 4 My message and my preaching were not with 

wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith 

might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.  

     Our thought for this part of the story is “Lord when I am weak you are strong.”  

     As we conclude the story Gideon like many people is filled with doubt, but God meets us like 

Gideon where we are. Are you filled with doubt begin to focus on the words of God such as 

the following: 

Hebrews 13:6 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 4:6-7 “I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.” 

Psalm 34:4 “Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in 

God, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior and my God.” 

To God be the glory amen.  
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Message 03 - The Divine Intruder / Theme: God’s Mercy Extends Beyond What We Can 

Imagine / Text: Jonah 1:1-17, 2:1-12, 2:10, and 3:1-10 / January 29, 2017 

 

Context: 

     To set the story of Jonah in context it takes place when Israel is divided into separate nations 

and Jonah is a prophet to the Northern Kingdom of Israel. To the North of Israel is the empire of 

Assyria now modern day Iraq an aggressive and destructive power in the ancient Near East. The 

Assyrians were cruel people and greatly disliked by their neighbors including Israel. The Lord 

tells Jonah to go to Nineveh, the capital of the city of Israel’s great enemy Assyria, to tell its 

people they are going to be destroyed. Of all the places God, could have sent Jonah, Nineveh 

may have been the hardest place for Jonah to go. To Jonah, the danger is not simply that Nineveh 

is an evil, wicked city but an enemy of Israel…and now a story from God’s word.  

Jonah Flees from the Lord 

1 1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh 

and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”  
3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where 

he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish 

to flee from the Lord.  
4 Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship 

threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they 

threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship.  

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 6 The captain 

went to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take 

notice of us, and we will not perish.”  
7 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for 

this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.  
8 So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for us? What do 

you do? Where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are you?”  
9 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea 

and the land.”  
10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” (They knew he was running 

away from the Lord, because he had already told them so.)  
11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What should we do to you to 

make the sea calm down for us?”  
12 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it 

is my fault that this great storm has come upon you.”  
13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even 

wilder than before. 14 Then they cried to the Lord, “O Lord, please do not let us die for taking this 

man’s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, O Lord, have done 

as you pleased.” 15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew 
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calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and 

made vows to him. 17 But the Lord provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside 

the fish three days and three nights.  

 Jonah’s Prayer 

2 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. 2 He said: “In my distress I called 

to the Lord, and he answered me. From the depths of the grave I called for help, and you listened 

to my cry. 10 And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.  

 Jonah Goes to Nineveh 

3 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city of 

Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”  
3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important 

city—a visit required three days. 4 On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: 

“Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. They declared 

a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.  
6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal 

robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7 Then he issued a proclamation 

in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles:  

Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But 

let man and beast be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give 

up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion 

turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.”  
10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion 

and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened. A story from God’s word. 

    Our theme for today is “God’s Mercy extends beyond what we can Imagine.” As we think 

of all that is going on in the book of Jonah and in today’s world we see the desperate need for 

God’s mercy and intervention. Over and over in the Bible we see the Lord as a God of mercy and 

grace. The Lord is also a righteous judge, but only when his mercy and grace is refused. 

Understanding mercy is often difficult because in our culture we often hear “I’ll get them for 

that” or “I hope they get what they deserve.”  

      God, however, is merciful to even the worst offenders, sinners, and law-breakers. This means 

that even though He knows of our guilt, He doesn’t always issue the punishment deserved. 

Romans 3:23-24 says “...all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified 

freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”  

     Simply, we are all sinners and do not meet the standards of righteousness that God intends us 

to have. But, through His mercy and grace He provided a way for our sins to be forgiven through 

our acceptance of Christ Jesus as our Saviour —even though we don’t deserve it.  The God of 

mercy calls for the following in Micah 6:8: “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what 

does the Lord require of you? To act justly, and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 

God.” These are words to all of mankind.  

http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Romans%203%3A23-24&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Micah%206%3A8&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
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      When we begin to look at our story today through God’s eyes of mercy it begins to have 

greater clarity and gives us greater insight into the heart of God. We often just focus on Jonah, 

but deeper story is about God’s mercy. In our first part of our story the Lord calls Jonah to go the 

great city of Nineveh to preach against it because it is so wicked. God is going to extend his 

mercy to Nineveh by sending Jonah to preach a message of repentance. But as we can see from 

our story when Jonah receives the call from God instead of going to Nineveh he runs from God. 

Jonah is a prophet of God…he knows God…he knows the power of God, and he also knows 

about God’s mercy, and he decides to disobey God and heads for Tarshish, which is in modern 

day Spain.  

     As our story continues the Lord is not done with Jonah and he sends a great storm upon the 

waters the ship Jonah is traveling on to get his attention…to wake him up. Interesting enough the 

captain of the ship has to wake Jonah up because he is in a deep sleep in the middle of this great 

storm. Without the Lord’s intervention in our life we go in to a spiritual sleep not aware of the 

danger we are in. In a real sense we are blinded by satan and our own sin.  

     In God’s mercy, He often uses storms in our life caused by our own sin to wake us up, to 

get us back on track with His plan for our life. Take time to think about the storms in your life 

caused by your own sin and how the Lord used those storms to get you back on track with his 

plan for your life.  

       I want to take a few minutes to examine the storm in our story because it is very important. 

In this story, we know the storm came from God because he was intervening in the life of Jonah, 

but Jonah’s sin of running from God just did not affect him it affected those that were on the ship 

with him. When we are disobedient to God’s will it not only affects you, but others.  

     When Jonah is thrown overboard by the crew instead of drowning in the ocean in God’s 

mercy he sends a great fish to swallow Jonah. Just at the right time this giant fish becomes a 

living example of God’s mercy. Jonah was headed for certain death, but in God’s mercy He 

rescued him. You and I were headed for certain death, but in God’s mercy he rescued us, he 

called us to faith and set us on a new path. That my friends is something to be thankful for, to 

praise God for his mercy toward us.      

      Sometimes when we have blown it we may think the Lord will not take us back, but when we 

repent and turn to Him he is always there with his arms outstretched calling us to himself. It says 

in chapter 2:1-2 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. 2 He said: “In my 

distress I called to the Lord, and he answered me. From the depths of the grave I called for 

help, and you listened to my cry. 10 And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto 

dry land. Because of God’s mercy He won’t stop pursuing you even when you have been 

disobedient.  

     The Bible says, “the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which is lost.” The “Son of 

Man” is Jesus Christ, the Son of God who was born of a virgin, whom God sent to save us from 

ourselves, our sin, and the punishment of sin. The Bible calls Jesus the good shepherd who cares 

for his sheep. When even one sheep wanders away from the flock, the Good Shepherd goes after 
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it with all his ability, and he doesn’t stop until he brings the wandering lamb back to the flock 

safe and sound. That is what God does when he pursues you. 

     As we look at the last part of our story today the word of the Lord comes to Jonah a second 

time and he obeys and goes to Nineveh with the message, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be 

overturned. Something miraculous began to happen…the people of Nineveh repented including 

the King and his nobles. It says in 3:10 10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from 

their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had 

threatened. As chapter three ends there is a great victory over darkness when the people of 

Nineveh believe God and repent of their sin and when they do we see the fruit of God’s 

mercy.  

     Take time to look around you to see the people the Lord has brought to worship today 

because they too, are the fruit of God’s mercy. Amen.  
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Message 04 - The Divine Intruder / Theme: Who is the Divine Intruder? / Text: Luke 

15:11-32 / February 5, 2017 

• The Lord intrudes into the life of the Prodigal Son.  

• Speaker: Paula Graves 

 

Context: 

 We have been considering how our God is a Divine Intruder for the past four Sundays 

and we continue that study to day with a parable that Jesus told toward the end of His ministry.  

God, who is our creator, has the right to break into our lives. We have seen that when He does 

break in, it is does not benefit only the individual whose life is intruded upon, but brings 

blessings to those around this individual. 

 

 As we begin, it will be helpful to learn a bit about society at the time. At the end of Jesus’ 

ministry, we see that the people loved His teaching because Jesus did not teach like the Scribes 

and Pharisees. These same scribes and Pharisees, however, did not think much of Jesus’ 

teaching. Before we put a black hat on these religious leaders, let’s exam who they really were.  

 The Pharisees were a sub-group of Jews who realized that God’s people had been exiled 

because they failed to follow God’s law. They didn’t want this to happen again, so they 

developed hundreds of more laws that were even more strict that God’s law. Their thinking was 

that if people obeyed these extra laws, there was no way that they would break God’s laws and 

thus would never be sent into exile again. They had good intentions but unfortunately, their 

strategy turned their focus away from God and onto the law. Scribes were our equivalent of 

lawyers so they obviously focused on the details of the law. 

 The culture Jesus lived in was also a shame and honor culture.  Honor refers to an 

individual’s worth as a person and shame refers to an individual’s reputation by others. It was 

important that everyone know and conform to the standards of the group. If one followed the 

cultural rules, one would be recognized with honor.  But, if an individual did not follow these 

cultural rules, they would be branded as a fool and a sinner to their shame. They would also be 

social outcasts. 

 

 These facts can help us understand our text.  At the beginning of Ch 15, the scribes and 

Pharisees are complaining that Jesus is eating with tax collectors and sinners. Remember these 

religious leaders are the elite of society and their status comes from following the rules. Those 

that they consider “sinners” didn’t follow their rules and were ostracized by them. They cannot 

understand how Jesus can be a prophet and eat with people the leaders would never associate 

with. 

Jesus does not directly answer their complaint but tells three parables of lost things. First is 

the lost sheep and second the lost coin. These items were common in society and valued so that 

when the lost is found, it is celebrated. The third parable, our text, expands on the first two. 
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Through this parable, Jesus shows how God’s attitude toward those who repent differs from the 

Pharisee’s attitude. 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 

 11 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. 12 The 

younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father 

agreed to divide his wealth between his sons.  
13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and 

there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his money ran out, a great famine 

swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the 

man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the 

pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything.  
17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have 

food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home to my father and say, 

“Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am no longer worthy of being called 

your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’  
20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 

coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His 

son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy 

of being called your son.’   
22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on 

him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we have been fattening. 

We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He 

was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began.  
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, he heard music 

and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother 

is back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating because of 

his safe return.’  
28 “The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged him, 29 but 

he replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a single thing you 

told me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my 

friends. 30 Yet when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, 

you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’  
31 “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have 

is yours. 32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to 

life! He was lost, but now he is found!’”  

A story from the word of God. 

 

This parable is a story in two acts and I think it will be helpful to look at each act.  

Act 1: Rebellion 



 16 

 When the younger son asks for his inheritance, he is basically telling his father that he 

wished he were dead. This alone was a shameful deed. In this case, according to the law in 

Deuteronomy, the older son would receive two-thirds of the estate and the younger, one-third. 

Surprisingly, the father gives up his source of income to his sons without complaint even though 

society would think less of him. The younger son appears to have been able to convert his 

inheritance to cash and leaves as soon as possible.  

 This son travels to what is inferred to be a Gentile land. This would be a place where he 

was free from the Jewish laws so that he could live as he pleased. He lived the high life and 

appeared to have many friends until the money ran out. Then he was all alone and no one would 

give him anything. He survived by feeding pigs which would have a disgraceful job for a Jewish 

boy. He was so hungry that he even considered eating the pig’s food which would be considered 

by the Jews as the lowest, most degrading type of food to eat. 

 He finally came to himself. Hunger and the shame of his job gave him cause to see the 

reality of his situation. He was sitting among pigs that were better fed than he. He realizes that 

his father’s servants are better off than he, and humbles himself to return home. The son knows 

that he had no moral right to be identified as a son, and practices a confession in hopes that he 

can be a servant. 

 

Here the story turns to focus on the father, who appears to have been waiting for the son In the 

culture of the day, it was shameful for a grown man to run. In this case, the father sets aside the 

shame to meet his son as he comes home. Compassion of the father for the son would break all 

Middle Eastern protocol. No father should accept a rebellious son in this way. In fact, it would 

have been lawful to kill the son for what he had done. The son has prepared a confession but the 

father does not even let him finish. He interrupts the son and quickly acts to show others that he 

is accepting the boy back as a son by placing a robe, sandals and ring on him. 

The younger son would be considered a sinner by the Jewish culture of the time. A Jewish man 

who would abandon his family for a decadent lifestyle and then feed pigs would be considered 

extremely sinful. Someone who acted this way would bring shame on the family and be shunned 

by society. The father’s welcome of the repentant son would have shocked the Pharisees because 

it was counter-cultural. The father not only ran to the son with robe and sandals but killed the 

fattened calf in celebration. The fattened calf was killed to provide a celebration. Meat was not a 

daily part of meals and was only eaten at special times of celebration.  The killing of the fatted 

calf shows the lavish reception the father was giving the son. The son demonstrates a type of 

resurrection as the dead was brought to life again. Celebrating that the lost is found is also found 

in the previous two parables. 

 

The younger son demonstrates how many of us have treated God our Father at one time or 

another. We don’t want to follow His rules and we want to go our own way and do our own 

thing. This sounds like a great plan until we experience the consequences of our actions. We may 

not end up with physical pigs, but we still may be hungry in the pig pen of life. 
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The amazing thing is that when we humble ourselves, repent and return to our Father, He 

receives us back. Even though we really deserve death, He gives life and gives it abundantly. 

Jesus had prepared His original listeners with the stories of the lost sheep and lost coin. At the 

end of the lost sheep parable, He states, “there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who 

repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed 

away!” Jesus ends the lost coin story with, “there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when 

even one sinner repents.” Thus, we can see that God receives repentant sinners back with 

celebration. What a comfort this is to us, who sin. We can be assured that God will receive us 

back when we repent. 

 

 But the parable doesn’t end here. There is still another act., 

Act 2: Lost in a different way 

 The first act shows how a rebellious son who repents is received back with celebration. 

The father received the younger son with compassion but the older brother reacts with anger. The 

father has asked the older son to come in and celebrate. The older son’s refusal to enter the 

celebration would violate the command to honor his father and would publicly shame the father. 

The action of the older son now parallels, although in a more culturally acceptable way, the 

action of the younger son in act one of the parable. 

 Just as the father went out to the younger son in act one, now the father goes out to the 

older son. The older son complains that he has been a slave. He sees his relationship with his 

father as slavish bondage and not a loving relationship. In his mind, his years of service were 

valuable and worthy of celebration and complains that the Father hasn’t even given him a measly 

goat for a party. The Father reminds the son that everything he has is the son’s. This is true 

because the inheritance has already been given. The older son already owns all the cattle and the 

goats.    

The older son goes onto contrast his brothers sinful action against his own self-righteous claims. 

The father responds to the older son’s outburst by beginning his reply with the word “son.” The 

Greek word here is teknon which refers to a mutual loving relationship. This father desires a 

close loving relationship with the son, but the older son appears to think of the relationship as 

duty. In the older son’s eyes, the younger son has not done his duty so does not deserve a 

relationship. Still the father invites the older son to come celebrate the younger’s return because 

“For your brother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’”   

 The ending of this second act is open. We don’t know if the older son goes into the 

celebration or not. The Pharisees had reduced their relationship with God to duty and could not 

understand why God would accept anyone who had not done their duty.  Kline Snodgross, a NT 

scholar, has defined a parable as a form of communication that “deceives the hearer into the 

truth.” It would be at this point that the Pharisee could identify themselves in the parable. They 

had complained that Jesus ate with sinners and asked Him why He would do that. Jesus answers 

their question at this point.  
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He is eating with those the Pharisees call sinners because they have repented and desire a loving 

relationship with Him. As a result, they have been transferred from death to life and this is cause 

for celebration. The Pharisees’ sense of duty to the law has blinded them to what God desired for 

relationship with them. The Pharisees can celebrate a lost sheep or a lost coin, but they don’t 

understand that a lost soul than has been found is worth much more. 

 

Character of Divine Intruder 

 This parable reveals the character of our Divine Intruder. The father allows the younger 

son to rebel. God gives us free will; He has not made us robots. We can make the choice not to 

follow God. 

 The father seems to absorb the shame that the two sons generate. We have a savior in 

Jesus Christ to takes our guilt and shame away. Jesus died a shameful death on the cross to pay 

the price for our guilt. When we humble ourselves, and come to Him, our burden of sin and 

shame is left at the cross. 

 The younger son’s plan was to be a servant in his father’s house but his father restored 

the boy to the place of a son. Jesus also restores us when we fall. The culture of the day would 

have sought to kill the younger son for his actions, but the father hurries to make sure those 

around realized that he was accepting him back as son and not servant. Jesus gives us life 

abundantly as He restores our relationship with Him. In doing that our relationship with others is 

often restored. 

 The older son saw his relationship with his father as slavish duty. For those of us in the 

church, we may also fall into this rut. We feel that we must do religious rituals just right to 

endear ourselves to God. We forget that God grants life to us through grace, we can do nothing 

to deserve it. The father wanted the older son to realize their relationship needed an upgrade. 

Jesus wants to give you an upgrade in His relationship with you. Just as the father invited the 

older son to come to the party. Jesus is inviting you to celebrate when others come to faith.  

 And finally, we have a Divine Intruder that wants to celebrate when the lost are found. I 

grew up in a church where it was deemed disrespectful to crack a smile. I don’t see that attitude 

in this chapter. There is celebration when the lost sheep is found. There is celebration when the 

lost coin is found. A lost soul is worth much, much more than either a sheep or a coin and 

deserves a grand celebration. Jesus has brought us from death to life and we have that life here 

on earth and eternally with Him. That is a reason for praise and celebration as we worship a God 

who is the Divine Intruder.  
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Message 05 – The Divine Intruder / Theme: I Cried for Help / Text: John 11:1-45 / Feb. 12, 

2017 

• The Lord intrudes into the life of Lazarus 

To set our story of Lazarus in context it takes place near the end of Jesus three years of ministry 

not long before Holy week. Jesus responds to the cries of help by Mary and Martha the sisters of 

Lazarus. The name of Lazarus means God is my help…how true that is for any of us. In John 

chapter 10 Jesus talks about himself being the gate when he says, “I am the gate; whoever enters 

through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to 

steal kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. In our story, we 

see the cries of Mary and Martha being answered in a way they did not expect…a way that 

glorified Jesus and brought many people to faith…the greatest miracle of our story.  

11 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her 

sister Martha. 2 This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured 

perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, 

the one you love is sick.” 4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. 

No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Jesus loved Martha and 

her sister and Lazarus. 6 Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two 

more days. 7 Then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a 

short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?” 9 Jesus answered, 

“Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day will not stumble, for he sees 

by this world’s light. 10 It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light.”  
11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I 

am going there to wake him up.” 12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 
13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 14 So 

then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 

you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the 

disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 

Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and 

Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 

she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you 

whatever you ask.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha answered, “I 

know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever 

lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I 

believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”  
28 And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is 

here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to 

him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 
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him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how 

quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to 

mourn there.  
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, 

and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and 

troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 35 Jesus 

wept. 36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he 

who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”  

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 

entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, 

“by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not 

tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 

Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you 

always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe 

that you sent me.”  
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said 

to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 45 Therefore many of the Jews who had 

come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him. A story from God’s 

word. This is a long story, but I thought we needed to cover the entire story today to better 

understand the broad picture Jesus is painting for us. 

As we look at the first part of our story Lazarus is quite ill and his sisters send a note to Jesus 

for him to come quickly to heal their brother. Evidently Lazarus is so ill that the only hope he has 

is Jesus. Place yourself in the scandals of Mary and Martha…your brother is ill…you have sent a 

note to Jesus, but you must wait for Jesus to come. They are waiting on God…they are waiting 

on the Son of man and it will be several days before Jesus comes and in that time, their brother 

dies. The question is what can the Lord teach us while we are waiting?  

Psalm 27:14 says, “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the 

Lord.” Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; 6in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 

One of the most difficult things in life is trusting in the Lord as we wait. We may be waiting 

for an answer to prayer for a loved one to come to know the Lord, we are waiting on the Lord to 

heal us physically, or emotionally. We may be waiting on the Lord for a job, waiting on the Lord 

to have a child, and the list goes on.  

While Mary and Martha are waiting on the Lord Jesus says, “this sickness will not end in 

death. No. It is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.  

How do trials glorify God?  
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• They develop our Christian character as we learn to be patient, and also learn that 

our strength, courage comes from the Lord.  

• They provide opportunities to show how God’s timing expresses his love to us. 

Many Christians who have faced great difficulties testified later how God’s 

timing showed them their prayers were answered in perfect timing…as they 

looked back with perspective.  

• How has the Lord transformed you as you had to wait on him and what did He 

teach you during this time?  

Our first major thought I want you to think about is…when we wait on the Lord its cuts 

away life’s attractions, diversions, and illusions as we focus on God for help.  

     As our story continues Jesus indicates to the disciples that they need to go to Judea where 

Lazarus is, but the disciples say…a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you and yet you are 

going back there? Jesus answered, “Are there not 12 house of daylight? A man who walks by day 

will not stumble, for he sees by this world’s light. It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, 

for he has no light. John 11:9-10. What is Jesus saying to us in those verses? Jesus regarded the 

time of daylight as a time to do ministry. For believers, it is a time of doing ministry, to build the 

Kingdom of God guided by the Light of Jesus. If we do our work by the Light of Jesus we will 

not stumble. Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” John 

8:12 says, “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 

      In a spiritual sense our congregation has 12 hours of daylight…what will be do with this 

precious time the Lord has given us. Also as individuals each of us is given 12 hours of daylight 

in a spiritual sense…what will be do with it.  

     The good news is if we are not using our time wisely the Lord is calling us today to 

change...to be transformed. It says in Matthew 16:24, “Then Jesus said to his disciples, 

"Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” 

Am I willing to deny myself for the sake of the Gospel…will you deny yourself for the sake of 

the Gospel. You and I can’t do this on our own, but the Bible says in Philippians 4:13, “I can do 

all things through him who strengthens me.” 

      To summarize this part of our story I think we need to again go back to John 8:12 

where Jesus says, “"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life." 

     Waiting on God and walking in the light of Jesus sets the foundation for the most important 

element of our story, which is about faith in Jesus. Jesus tells his disciples that Lazarus is not 

sleeping but dead and says for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. John 

11:14. This same theme of believe is again brought up when Martha tells Jesus that if you would 

have been here my brother would not have died and Jesus responds.  

      23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise 

again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will 
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never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”  

     The believer will not experience eternal death. Lazarus had been a believer in Jesus; 

therefore, even though he died he would live. Every believer who has died will yet live, and 

everyone who is still living and believing will die, but not eternally. Jesus himself is the 

resurrection and he is the life. Only through a relationship with him can we experience this 

resurrection and this life. John 10:10 says, “10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; 

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” NAS says abundantly. Psalm 23:5 

says, “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with 

oil; my cup overflows. Life without Jesus is an empty cup, but when we come into a relationship 

with Jesus our cup now overflows.  

     As we turn to the last verse in our text verse 45 it says, Therefore many of the Jews who had 

come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him. Many people came to 

faith as they saw Lazarus being raised from the dead…it glorified the Son. People coming to 

faith glorifies God. While Lazarus was raised from the dead physically many people who 

observed his resurrection were raised from the dead spiritually and even great miracle. 

God did answer the cries of Mary and Martha in his timing doing even more then they 

imagined.  

      Just like Mary and Martha there are people all over the world crying out to the Lord…help 

me and their needs are many. The Lord wants to use Light of Christ to answer the prayers of 

others…he wants to use those who are walking in the light to bring the good news of Jesus in all 

its forms to glorify the Son of God.  

 

Sermon Reflection 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 23 

Message 06 – The Divine Intruder / Theme: Prayer Moves the Heart of God / Text: Acts 

16:16-34 / Feb. 19, 2017 

• The Lord intrudes into the life of Paul and Silas.  

Context: 

     To set our story of Paul and Silas in prison we need to look at the last part of Acts chapter 15 

where Paul said to Barnabas after they had completed their first missionary journey, “Let us go 

back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how 

they are doing.” 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not 

think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with 

them in the work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas 

took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to 

the grace of the Lord and so begins the second missionary journey of the Apostle Paul.  

     As they began their journey Paul and Silas traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and 

Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 

When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus 

would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 

      While they were there one night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia (modern day 

Greece) standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us. Soon Paul and Silas 

left for Macedonia where they traveled to Philippi a Roman colony and the leading city of that 

district of Macedonia. 13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we 

expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had 

gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from 

the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to 

Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to 

her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” 

And she persuaded us.  

     While the apostles lodged with Lydia in Phillip, they apparently returned each day to the 

riverside where they first met her. Luke says that they went for prayer, but perhaps also the 

riverside became a regular meeting place for all who wished to hear the apostles preach. 

Text: 

16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a 

spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by 

fortune-telling. 17 This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of 

the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. 

Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of 

Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.  
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19 When the owners of the slave girl realized that their hope of making money was gone, they 

seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 20 They 

brought them before the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city 

into an uproar 21 by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.”  
22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to 

be stripped and beaten. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, 

and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24 Upon receiving such orders, he put 

them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.  
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 

prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the 

foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s 

chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his 

sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul 

shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”  
29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then 

brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  
31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 

32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour 

of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family 

were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled 

with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family.  

     I want to go back to the context of our story because it gives us insight into how the Lord 

works when we see the spirit of Jesus does not let Paul and Silas travel to Bithynia (Northern 

Turkey) to minister. It says it Proverbs 20:24 A man’s steps are directed by the Lord. How then 

can anyone understand his own way? We indeed have free will…but when we follow the leading 

of the Lord he indeed will direct our steps and only in hindsight do we see how wonderful the 

Lord’s plan is. In our story God intervenes in the life of Paul and Silas redirecting their path from 

Turkey to Macedonia after Paul had a vision of a man from Macedonia standing and begging 

him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us. Soon Paul and Silas found themselves traveling to 

Macedonia and taking a boat ride to get there…not an easty journey until they arrive at the 

community of Philippi a Roman colony and leading city.  

     Let’s go back and camp on the prayers of the man in Macedonia.   When you are praying 

according to God's will, your prayer is unstoppable. And how do we know what God's will is? 

Jesus made this promise: "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you 

desire, and it shall be done for you" (John 15:7). 

We gravitate immediately toward the latter part of that verse: Ask what you desire, and it shall be 

done for you. We love that but we tend to forget about the first part of this verse: If you abide in 

Me, and My words abide in you… If we are walking in fellowship with God and studying the 

Word of God, then we will start praying according to the will of God. And then we will start 

seeing our prayers answered. 
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First John 5:14–15 says, "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything 

according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know 

that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him." 

        The man in Macedonia is crying for help…why? He is concerned about souls…he can’t do 

it on his own and God puts it on his heart to cry out for help…he is praying according to God’s 

will because the Lord allows Paul to see this vision. Matthew 9:35-38 says, “35 Jesus went 

through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the 

kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 

on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said 

to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”  

Our first thought is prayer moves the heart of God. 

      Paul and Silas have been redirected to Macedonia and are now in the community of Philippi 

where it says…On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river where we expected to 

find a place of prayer and there they meet a woman named Lydia a dealer of purple cloth who 

was a worshiper of the Lord and the Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message and her 

whole household was baptized. It is interesting what were Paul and Silas were looking to 

do…pray.  

       From our text, it appears that Paul and Silas are going back to this same place of prayer 

when they met a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future and made a great 

deal of money for her owners. For several days she was shouting, “These men are servants of the 

Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” She kept this up for several days until 

Paul became so troubled he said, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of 

her!” At that moment the spirit left her.  

      Why did a demon announce the truth about Paul, and why did this annoy Paul.? If Paul 

accepted the demon’s words, he would appear to be linking the gospel with demon related 

activities, not to mention the prophecy for profit approach that this girls owners had taken. Such 

associate would damage the message of the Gospel. Because of this her owners hope of making 

money was gone and they drug Paul and Silas into the market place to face the 

Magistrates…telling them these men are throwing our town into an uproar and advocating 

customs that are unlawful for Romans to accept or practice. The officials then had them stripped 

and flogged and thrown into prison.  

      What is the Lord showing us in this part of the story…they are following the will of God and 

now they are beaten and put in jail. What the Lord is showing us? There will be a battle for 

the harvest field and we need to use spiritual weapons to be victorious. Ephesians 6 says, “ 10 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that 

you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
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against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of 

God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you 

have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your 

waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the 

readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of 

faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of 

salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 

        Remember Paul and Silas have been beaten severely yet it says about midnight while they 

are in the inner cell with their feet in stocks…what are they doing? They are fighting a battle, but 

not with a sword and a shield they are praying and praising God, and as they are it says the other 

prisoners were listening to them…the words listen in the original language means they are 

listening intently. When Paul and Silas came into the prison they changed the atmosphere. They 

brought the love of Jesus, they brought praise, they brought prayer and they brought joy into a 

very dark place.  

      What happened? The Lord send an earthquake and it shook the prison to its foundation, the 

doors flew open, and their chains came loose and yet no one left the prison. When the jailer was 

about to kill himself with his sword Paul speaks up and says don’t harm yourself we are all here. 

Immediately the jailer runs in and falls at the feet of Paul and Silas trembling and says, “What 

must I do to be saved? They replied believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved you and 

your entire house hold. After they spend some time teaching about the Lord to him and his 

household he and his family are baptized. Then we see the fruits of the spirt…he places a meal 

before them and washes their wounds and he is filled with joy because he has come to believe in 

God, he and his entire household. 

     Our closing thought is this…When we encounter the living God and believe it begins to 

transform us from the inside out changing our life in this world and our eternity and now 

we can be a worker in the harvest field.  
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Message 07 – The Divine Intruder / Theme: The Hand of the Lord is Upon Me / Text: Ruth 

1:1-22 / Feb. 26, 2017 

• The Lord intrudes into the life of Ruth 

 

Context: To set our story in context today it takes place during the time of the Judges, which 

ruled Israel for about 400 years prior to Israel having Kings. Our story reveals the Lord’s 

faithfulness, even when we don’t realize how faithful He is…He is always with us. Sometimes 

years must go by and then we are able to see the Lord’s hand was upon us during the times 

where He seemed far away. 

 

Text: Naomi and Ruth 

1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a man from 

Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country 

of Moab. 2 The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s name Naomi, and the names of his two 

sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to 

Moab and lived there.  
3 Now Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 They married 

Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten 

years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her 

husband.  
6 When she heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of his people by providing food 

for them, Naomi and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With her two 

daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would 

take them back to the land of Judah.  
8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s 

home. May the Lord show kindness to you, as you have shown to your dead and to me. 9 May the 

Lord grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.”  

Then she kissed them and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, “We will go back with you to 

your people.”  
11 But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going 

to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my daughters; I am 

too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me—even if I had a 

husband tonight and then gave birth to sons— 13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you 

remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the 

Lord’s hand has gone out against me!”  
14 At this they wept again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-by, but Ruth clung to 

her.  
15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back 

with her.”  
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16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I 

will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 

Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so 

severely, if anything but death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that Ruth was 

determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.  
19 So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in Bethlehem, 

the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?”  
20 “Don’t call me Naomi,” she told them. “Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my 

life very bitter. 21 I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me 

Naomi? The Lord has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.”  
22 So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, 

arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning.  

 

 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ru 1:1–22). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

 

In chapter one let’s examine what has happened to Naomi over the last ten years? She lost her 

husband Elimelech, her sons Mahlon and Kilion, and she has moved to a foreign country for a 

better life and that did not turn out. After all that she says the Lord’s hand has gone against me, 

and she goes on to say a couple of times call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my life 

very bitter. 

     The question is how do we navigate life when it seems like we are in the desert and I am 

questioning where is God and why is this happening to me…where do I turn for help? I believe 

in this situation the best thing to do is cry out God…Lord help me…because we can’t dig 

ourselves out of the hole we seem to be in. We can cry out to the Lord, “what are you trying to 

teach me, Lord what are you trying to show me in the midst of my despair, and most 

importantly…Lord where are you? 

• Psalm 34:17 says, the Lord hears his people when they call to him for help. He rescues 

them for all their troubles. 

• James 1:2-4 – Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, 

consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your 

endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully 

developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.  

• Hebrews 4:16 – Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  

     Last week we talked very briefly about the spiritual atmosphere we can create by our words 

and behavior and when I begin to take my troubles to the Lord, when I begin to seek him in 

prayer something begins to happen deep within my soul. It is almost like the Lord lifts me out of 

the hole as I seek Him and He truly does restore my joy, because my focus is no longer on 

myself, but on him. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/niv;ref=BibleNIV.Ru1.1;off=2063
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     It changes the atmosphere as the Lord shows me that instead of being far away….He was 

always by my side. I thought the Lord did not hear my cry…but His heart was attentive to my 

plea…I thought the Lord did not care…but the Lord cared more for me than I could ever 

imagine. As you begin to dialog with the Lord and He begins to reveal this to you…it indeed 

restores your joy and the Lord give you a testimony…listen…this is what the Lord did in my 

life…isn’t amazing. 

     Our first thought is…when I direct my hardships to the Lord it brings me peace and joy 

keeping me from becoming bitter and filled with unforgiveness. When my father died 14 

years ago this March I felt like a soldier who had been abandoned on the field of battle…my 

father who was always by my side was gone…he had gone to be with the Lord. Now what? I 

spent the next 3-4 months just listening to the Psalms each day as my devotion…over time this 

wound of separation was healed and I moved on. It was like crawling up into the lap of your 

father and just listen to him and being love. The Lord restored my joy. 

     As we move on with our story our other major character in our story was Ruth and what do 

we learn about her? What kind of atmosphere does she bring into the room? It says that she was 

kind to her husband. When Naomi tells her to return she stays with her. She goes on to say, 

“Where you go, I will go…Where you live, I will live…Your people will be my people, and your 

God will be my God. Ruth, I believe was a great encourager, and when Ruth walked din the 

room encouragement walked in with her. She encouraged Naomi during difficult times and on 

their journey. 

     It says in Ecc. 4:9-12 9Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their 

work:  

10If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to  

help him up! 11Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep 

warm  

alone? 12Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three 

strands  

is not quickly broken. 

     Our next thought is encouraging words make a difference…it changes the atmosphere. 

Have you ever known someone who believe in you, someone who frequently spoke words of 

encouragement and praise. The kind of person who made you feel you could do it, whatever “it” 

was? That is the kind of person God wants us to be. Paul gave a good guideline when he wrote 

that everything we say should build up the one who is listening. Ephesians 4:29 says, “Do not let 

any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up 

according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

     Acts 15:32 says, “Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage 

and strengthen the brothers.” 

     1 Thes. 4:18 – says, “We sent Timothy, who is our brother and God’s fellow worker in 

spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith. 
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      Hebrews 10:25 – says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

     When the thief on the cross spoke to Jesus he said, “Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when 

you come into your Kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth today you will be with 

me in paradise.” 

     Ruth’s encouraging words to Naomi made a difference…she changed the 

atmosphere…because what is in the air makes a difference. 

      As we come to the last part of our message today I want to go back and look what Naomi 

said about the Lord where she talks about the hand of God where its says, 11 But Naomi said, 

“Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have any more 

sons, who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have 

another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me—even if I had a husband tonight 

and then gave birth to sons— 13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain 

unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the Lord’s 

hand has gone out against me!”  

The good news is the hand of God is not against us, but for us. Hands are important on my 

daughter’s Becky’s wedding day, I took hold of her hand and passed it over to the minister. His 

hand for these purposes represented God’s hand. He in turn joined her hand to that of her 

husband Austin. Symbolically I gave her to God and God gave her to her husband.  

     God uses hands. Many times, we read of Jesus healing through laying his hands on the sick 

people, or even just touching them with his hands. At other times, he put his hands on people to 

bless them. He told his disciples that their hands would be used to heal the sick. Indeed people 

were healed through the laying on of their hands. Other were filled with the Spirit. You open 

your hand and satisfy the desires of ever living thing. Psalm 145:16. God’s hand is open and 

generous. 

     God writes the name of every believer in the Lambs book of life with his hand. And I saw 

the dead great and small, standing before the throne, and the books were opened. Another books 

was opened, which is the book of life. Rev. 20:12 

God’s hand is on those who look to him. Ezra the prophet says this as he knew the Lord’s 

hand was upon him, “Because the hand of the Lord my God was on me, I took courage and 

gathered leaders from Israel to go up with me. Ezra 7:28. You may feel today like Naomi so let 

me encourage and remind you that the Lord’s hand is on you! Think about that. 

      As we end chapter one of Ruth it says, “So Naomi returned from Moab, accompanied by 

her daughter-in-law Ruth the young Moabite woman. They arrived in Bethlehem in late spring, 

at the beginning of the harvest…this was God as work in their life. 

The hands of the Lord were pierced for us upon the cross so our sins could be forgiven. This 

made it possible for his hands to be extended so we could come to him like the prodigal son 

coming to his father. The hands of the Lord are upon us even we don’t realize or He seems far 

away. 

    


