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Introduction: The concept of this series was based on the book “The Critical Journey” by Janet 

Hagberg and Robert Guelich where they talk about stages of faith somewhat like Henry 

Blackaby book on Experiencing God. Although the above book never mentions Joseph I thought 

he would be a good character to develop as he went through different stages of his spiritual 

journey and what we can learn from his life. Although each person is different we all go through 

similar stages along our journey of faith. The first four messages of the series begin with 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to set the stage for Joseph. I thought by understanding the story of 

these men you would better understand the story of Joseph. This was the first series where we 

developed our own story sets using story telling Preaching. A story set is what is below…the 

message theme and text with an overall theme…from that you develop the message part.   

1. Recognition of God 

2. Life of Discipleship 

3. Productive Life 

4. Journey Inward – This is where you hit the wall in life…for Joseph it was when he was in 

prison. 

5. Journey outward 

6. Life of Love.  

Joseph’s Critical Journey is a nine-part series with the following themes: 

Message 01 – Joseph’s Critical Journey / Theme: God calls us to a Journey of Faith / 

Genesis 12:1-5 & Genesis 15:1-6 / May 29, 2016 

a. The journey of Joseph begins with the Abram to set the context for future 

messages. 

 

Message 02 – Joseph’s Critical Journey / Theme: You will have Obstacles along your 

Journey of Faith / Genesis 26:1-6 / June 5, 2016 

b. The second message we look at the life of Isaac. 

 

Message 03 – Joseph’s Critical Journey / Theme: God is Faithful Along our Journey, 

Will You Trust Him? / Genesis 28:10-22 / June 12, 2016 

c. The third message we look at the life of Jacob 

 

Message 04 – Joseph’s Critical Journey / Theme: Coming to the End of Myself along the 

Journey of Faith / Genesis 32:1-32 / June 19, 2016 

d. The fourth message is also about Jacob 

 

Message 05 – Joseph’s Critical Journey / Theme: Joseph…Clay in the Hands of the Lord 

/ Genesis 37:1-11 / June 26, 2016 
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Message 06 – Joseph’s Critical Journey / Where is the Lord When My World is Falling 

Apart / Genesis 37:12-36 / July 3, 2016 

 

Message 07 – Joseph’s Critical Journey / My Relationship with the Lord Sustains Me / 

Genesis 39:1-20 / July 17, 2016 

 

Message 08 – Joseph’s Critical Journey / When Life Deals with Me Harshly the Lord 

Lifts Me Up / Genesis 39:20-23 and Genesis 40:1-23 / July 24, 2016 

 

Message 09 Joseph’s Critical Journey / The Hand of God is Upon our Lives / Genesis 

41:1-57 / July 31, 2016 
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Message 01 / Joseph’s Critical Journey / Theme: God Calls us to a Journey of Faith as we 

look at the life of Abraham. / Sermon text - Genesis 12:1-5 and Genesis 15:1-6 / May 29, 

2016 

     Today we begin a new series of messages called “Joseph’s Critical Journey” which is about 

his journey of faith, but before we examine the life of Joseph we need to put his family into 

context. Today we will look at Abram the great-grandfather of Joseph who was the beginning of 

the nation of Israel. All of us here are on a journey of faith, and as we look at the lives of 

Abraham his son Isaac, his grandson Jacob, and his great-grandson Joseph we will better 

understand our own journey of faith that we are on.      

      We are first introduced to Abram in the book of Genesis chapter 11where we read the 

account of Terah, Abram’s father. Later in Genesis chapter 12 we read about the call of Abram 

where the Lord gives him specific direction and what He is going to do with his life and his 

descendants. Now a story from God’s word.   

Genesis 12:1-5 

     12 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 

you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, 

and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 

years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s 

son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in 

Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan.  

Genesis 15:1-6 

After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am 

your shield, your very great reward.” 2 But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give 

me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 

And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my 

heir.” 4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son 

coming from your own body will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the 

heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 

offspring be.”  

6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  

A story from God’s word. 

When we go back to the beginning of our story today in Genesis 12 we see that God breaks 

into the life of Abram and calls to him to something great, something beyond himself, something 

God can only accomplish in his life. As we examine our journey of faith one thing that happens 

over and over again is God breaks into our life…a concept which we have discussed before 

because we need to understand this is how God works. Our calling in life originates with God 
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and to carry it out we have to obey him. We are now ready to take the first step of our 

journey.  

What was Abram’s call? What was God going to do? 

• I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you. 

• I will make your name great and you will be a blessing. (a source of great good to 

others) 

• I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse. 

• All peoples on earth will be blessed through you. (Jesus will be one of his 

descendants…true man and true God.) 

     Wow…that is an amazing call on the life of Abram. So what did he do next? So Abram left 

just as God had told him with his wife Sari and nephew Lot and head to the land of 

Canaan…modern day Israel. The key to the first step of his journey was to obey what the Lord 

was telling him, which is the same for us. It is hard to be on a journey with the Lord if we don’t 

follow…the first step of discipleship. Jesus says in Matthew 4:19 Come follow me. 

     It was over 500 more miles from Haran to Canaan. That’s the distance in a series of more-or-

less straight lines on a map. Of course mountain paths are not straight lines. How far would it 

have been on ancient roads and pathways? Imagine walking that distance at perhaps 10-20 miles 

a day when you’re really moving. Your entourage needs to find to find food and water for both 

animals and people. You must defend yourself from bandits along the road and and the people 

through whose land you must pass. You must endure harsh weather and nasty sandstorms. 

     When I was meditating on this text I asked myself why is a journey so important. 

• A journey begins where we are and takes to a place where God wants us to be often 

taking us over rugged terrain in our life.  

• A journey is an ongoing test of are we going to keep following.  

• On a journey we never go by ourselves…we need to learn to both help others and how to 

be helped by others…we are better together.  

• Most importantly on a spiritual journey we learn how to depend on and trust God.  

     In Ephesians 2:8-10 the Apostle Paul writes, “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one 

may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

     You too like Abraham have been called. Like Abraham God has laid out a plan that is specific 

to you and like Abraham to accomplish God’s plan for our life we have to obey, and like 

Abraham what God has called us to do will take us on a journey.  

     Now a number of years go by between chapter 12 when God made the promise to Abram 

and chapter 15. Abraham is still on his journey…he is still learning to depend on God…and God 

is still breaking into his life to sustain him on the journey. God not only breaks into our life to 

call us to a journey of faith, but he breaks into our life along the journey to sustain us along 

the way giving us hope and encouragement. Let us go back to the beginning of our story in 

chapter 15 to see how this plays out in the life of Abraham.  After this, the word of the LORD 
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came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great 

reward.” 2 But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless 

and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have 

given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 4 Then the word of the 

LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will 

be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if 

indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 Abram believed 

the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  

Like a parent speaking with a struggling child the Lord breaks into the life of Abram and 

gives him a vision to help sustain on his journey and to remind Him of what He already told him. 

The Lord tells him that He is his shield. A shield is used for protection. Psalm 18:30 says, “As 

for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless. He is a shield for all who take 

refuge in him.” He reminds him he will give him a child that he will keep his promise and says 

his offspring will be as numerous as the stars if you indeed could count them. And it says the 

Abram believed the Lord…he trusted God.  

Part of what God is teaching Abram along this journey is to trust Him and Abram does and it 

says he credited it to him as righteousness. God also again points to Abraham to keep his eyes on 

the big picture…look up, look into the night sky and try to count the stars and so will your 

descendants.  

When we think of the stars what do they symbolize? 

• Descendants of Abram but also… 

• How would you describe a star? Light! It shines in the darkness and it light is always 

going outward.  

o Believers in Matthew 5:14 are called to be the light of the world.  

o Jesus will be a descendant of Abraham born of the virgin Mary and conceived 

by the Holy Spirit…true God and true man. 

o In John 1:4-5a it says, “4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 

The light shines in the darkness.” 

o In Revelation 22:16 it says about Jesus, “I am the Root and the Offspring of 

David, and the bright Morning Star.”  

Along the journey of faith, the Lord calls us to look up…look up to Him the bright 

Morning Star.   

     What happens when we look down? I am saying “I got this…I will take over now…I can 

handle this…Lord I don’t need your help. Not a good plan. When I take my eyes off of Jesus it 

doesn’t go well. It is amazing you can’t see anything else but yourself when you look down, but 

isn’t that what our faith journey is all about…learning how to trust and how to follow the Lord. 

There are times when we are like Peter and take our eyes off Jesus and soon sink and have to cry 
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out to the Lord…save me.  

      God called Abram to look up and he also calls us to lookup. Hebrews 12:1-3 says, 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us 

strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us 

run with endurance the race God has set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, 

the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.* Because of the joy* awaiting him, he endured 

the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne.”  

 Let me encourage you to look up to the Bright Morning Star today because he is right here to 

help you along your journey.  

     In closing the Lord calls you to begin your journey of faith, He sustains you along the 

way with hope and encouragement with His word and the work of His Holy Spirit, and 

when you get weary He reminds you to look up to Him. Amen. 
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Message 02 /Joseph’s Critical Journey / Theme: You Will Have Obstacles Along Your 

Journey / Genesis 26:1-6 / June 5, 2016 

     Last week in our first message on Joseph’s Critical Journey we were introduced to the great 

grandfather of Joseph, Abram who is considered the father of the nation of Israel. We see in 

Genesis chapter 12 that God broke into the life of Abram making him promises, but these 

promises required obedience. Today we will learn more about the journey of faith as we look at 

the life of Abram’s son Isaac, but as a review we discovered last week the journey of faith has a 

great purpose for our life. 

• A spiritual journey begins where we are and takes us to a place where God wants us to be 

often taking us over rugged terrain of our life. 

• A spiritual journey is an ongoing test of are we going to keep following. 

• On a spiritual journey we never go by ourselves…we need to learn to both help others 

and humble ourselves and be helped by others.  

• Most importantly on a spiritual journey we learn how to depend and trust God. 

      As we enter into our story today Isaac is a grown man, his father Abram has died, but the 

influence of a godly father has had a profound effect on his life.  Now as we pick up the story of 

Isaac we find him confronted by severe obstacle of a famine along his journey. And now a story 

from God’s word.  

26 Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that had occurred in the days 

of Abraham. And Isaac went to Gerar, to King Abimelech of the Philistines. 2 The LORD 

appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; settle in the land that I shall show you. 
3 Reside in this land as an alien, and I will be with you, and will bless you; for to you and to your 

descendants I will give all these lands, and I will fulfill the oath that I swore to your father 

Abraham. 4 I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven, and will give to your 

offspring all these lands; and all the nations of the earth shall gain blessing for themselves 

through your offspring, 5 because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my 

commandments, my statutes, and my laws.” 6 So Isaac settled in Gerar. This is a story from 

God’s word.  

As the Lord walks us through our story today of Isaac we begin to see three major parts of 

Isaac’s spiritual journey. We see obstacles, God’s intervention or breaking into his life, and the 

generational blessings of obedience. What the Lord is helping us to understand today is our lives 

and how he works with us is very similar to Isaac although Isaac lived thousands of years ago.   

Let’s begin by looking at obstacles as we look at the first verse of our story from Genesis 

26:1. Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that had occurred in the 

days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Gerar, to King Abimelech of the Philistines. What is 

significant about a famine. Our first thought is our theme for today and that is You will have 

obstacles along the journey of faith. 

• A famine is an obstacle  

o An obstacle makes you stop or slow down. 

o To overcome an obstacle, you have to learn how to depend on God or 
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others…it is humbling. 

o A significant obstacle causes you to look up…to look to the Lord.  

o An obstacle can serve as a test.  

o It would be difficult to become who the Lord wants us to be without having 

trials, and or obstacles in our life because the Lord uses them to transform us 

like clay on a potter’s wheel.   

     This is what James 1:2-5 says about obstacles. 2 My brothers and sisters, whenever you face 

trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith 

produces endurance; 4 and let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and 

complete, lacking in nothing. 5 If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all 

generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you.  

What are the amazing qualities that come out of trials: Trials produce endurance and help us 

become mature in the faith? Also note in verse 5 if you lack wisdom…what are you to do? Ask. 

Why is wisdom so important as it relates to trials? Wisdom from the Lord helps you overcome the 

trial that you are in…which is part of learning how to depend on God. When you look at obstacles 

in your life or trials from God’s point of view they give us a much different perspective than what 

world would say. The world wants us to focus on our self…and God wants us to look up and focus 

on Him.  

What obstacles are you facing in your life today? What is the Lord trying to teach you through 

this obstacle? What would the Lord like you to do? 

As we enter into the next part of our story the Lord appeared to Isaac and told him don’t go 

down to Egypt because of the famine and settle in the land I will show you and then he reviews 

the promises with Isaac that the Lord made with Abram.  

• I will be with you and bless you. 

• For you and your descendants I will give all these lands and I will fulfill the oath that I 

swore to your father Abraham.  

• I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven. 

• All nations of the earth shall gain blessings for themselves through your offspring 

because Abraham was obeyed my voice and kept my requirements, my 

commandments, my statues, and my laws.  

     Here again we see the reoccurring theme…the Lord intervenes in our life to help us be 

along our journey of faith to encourage us and give us direction. Where is the Lord breaking 

into your life today to give you guidance and encouragement?  

      I want to go back again to Genesis 26:5 where the Lord says there is a connection between 

Abraham’s obedience and blessings, and also in Genesis 26:6 where Isaac is also obedient and it 

says settled in Gerar. All nations of the earth shall gain blessings for themselves through your 

offspring because Abraham was obeyed my voice and kept my requirements, my commandments, 

my statues, and my laws.  

     There is a generational blessing when you are obedient to God’s calling in your life. This 

is another theme that is a very important in our spiritual journey and those who come after us. 
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Obeying God is an essential step in receiving God’s greatest blessings. Suppose Abraham had 

disobeyed God or Abraham obeyed and Isaac disobeyed. So ask yourself, “Has God been 

challenging me to do something? 

     Our obedience always benefits others. 

     Think of how many people were blessed by Abraham and Isaac being obedient. God often 

rewards others—in particular, those closest to us—as a result of our obedience. For example, 

when a father obeys the Lord, his entire family reaps the reward of God’s blessings.  

    When we obey God, we will never be disappointed. 

    We, like Abraham and Isaac, must recognize that obeying God is always the wisest course of 

action. When you choose to obey the Lord, He will bless you. This is because obedience always 

leads to blessing. Therefore, set a goal to obey the Lord and watch Him work in your life. 

     In conclusion I want to go back to our three main thoughts: 

The Lord uses obstacles. Where are obstacles in your life and how is the Lord using them to help 

you mature in the faith? Wasn’t the cross an obstacle or trial for the Lord, and what does the Lord 

say about this obstacle? For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 1 Cor. 1:18 

     The Lord intervenes in our life. Where is the Lord currently intervening in your life.  

     The blessings of obedience. Where is the Lord calling to obey? It says in Phil. 4:8, “ And 

being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death-- even 

death on a cross!” 

     Let me conclude today with a story of obstacles, God’s intervention, and the blessings of 

obedience. In 1981 a movie called Chariots of Fire was made about a Scottish athlete Eric 

Liddell who in the 1924 Paris Olympics refused to run in the 100 meters in which he was favored 

because it was on a Sunday. He instead chose to run in the 400 meters in which he was not 

favored and won. A small obstacle along the way was overcome by the Lord’s guidance.  

    What you may not know is that Eric Liddell was born in China to missionary parents and in 

1925 he returned to China as a missionary teacher and later became an ordained pastor. During 

WWII Japan invaded China and in 1941 his pregnant wife and two children left and went to 

Canada where she was from. Eric Liddell could have easily returned to safety, but instead felt a 

strong urge from the Holy Spirit to stay in China at the Missionary Station…God broke into his 

life and gave him direction. There was a great need and he served there with his brother who was 

a Doctor until the missionary station was overrun in 1943 where he was captured by the Japanese 

and later died in prison in 1945. He overcame the greatest obstacle of his life by his relationship 

with the Lord who guided him.  

     On one occasion prior to his captivity he was asked if he ever regretted his decision to leave 

behind the fame and glory of athletics. Liddell responded, "It's natural for a chap to think over all 

that sometimes, but I'm glad I'm at the work I'm engaged in now. A fellow's life counts for far 

more at this than the other." Here was a man who lived life in light of eternity. Later in captivity 

he said this, “Circumstances may appear to wreck our lives and God’s plans, but God is not 
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helpless among the ruins.” God’s love is still working. He comes in and takes the calamity and 

uses it victoriously working out his wonderful plan of love.  

     Eric Liddell obeyed the Lord and stayed in China and blessed so many people along the way. 

Leading people to faith, ministering to them and assisting his brother the doctor. Who knows 

how many people he touched because he chose to obey God.  

     Although you and I may not be Abraham, Isaac or Eric Liddell we need to understand the 

way the Lord worked in their lives is similar to how he works in our life. To God be the glory. 

Amen.  
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Message 03 Joseph’s Critical Journey / Theme: God is Faithful along our Journey…will 

you trust Him? Context: Genesis 27:41-46 & Genesis 28:1-9 and the Sermon text is Genesis 

28:10-22 / June 12, 2016 

     To set our sermon text into context we must go back earlier in the book of Genesis where 

we are first introduced to Jacob in Genesis 25. 21 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, 

because she was barren. The LORD answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 
22 The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she 

went to inquire of the LORD. 23 The LORD said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two 

peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the 

older will serve the younger.” 24 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys 

in her womb. 25 The first to come out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so 

they named him Esau. 26 After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so 

he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them. 27 The boys 

grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was a quiet 

man, staying among the tents. 

Later in this story we find that Esau was very hungry one day as he comes into the tent of 

Jacob and he wanted some of his stew. Jacob would not give him any until he promised to sell 

him his birthright, which he did because he despised his birthright. Later when their Father Isaac 

was old and was going to give out the blessing to the first born Jacob pretended to be Esau and 

took the blessing of the first born from Esau. When Esau finds this out he is furious. Esau held a 

grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, “The 

days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob. 42 When Rebekah was 

told what her older son Esau had said, she sent for her younger son Jacob and said to him, 

“Your brother Esau is consoling himself with the thought of killing you. 43 Now then, my son, do 

what I say: Flee at once to my brother Laban in Haran. 44 Stay with him for a while until your 

brother’s fury subsides. 45 When your brother is no longer angry with you and forgets what you 

did to him, I’ll send word for you to come back from there. Why should I lose both of you in one 

day?”  

As we pick up our text Jacob does what his mother told him to do and now he must leave and 

head north to see her brother Laban until this situation blows over, and now a story from God’s 

word. 10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 11 When he reached a certain place, he stopped 

for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and 

lay down to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top 

reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 There above it 

stood the LORD, and he said: “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of 

Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants 

will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north 

and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15 I am with 

you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not 

leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”  
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16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was 

not aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than 

the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”  
18 Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a 

pillar and poured oil on top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called 

Luz.  
20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on this 

journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear 21 so that I return safely to my 

father’s house, then the LORD will be my God 22 and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be 

God’s house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.”  

      I want to go back to what the Lord has shown us in the past two messages about our spiritual 

journey.  

a) A spiritual journey begins where we are and takes us to a place where God wants us to be 

often over the rugged terrain of our life. 

b) A spiritual journey is an ongoing test to keep following. 

c) On a spiritual journey we never go by ourselves…we need to learn to both help others 

and humble ourselves and be helped by others.  

d) There will be obstacles along your spiritual journey that slow you down and stop you, so 

you have ponder and look to God.  

e) Most importantly on a spiritual journey we learn how to depend and trust God. 

           As we get into our message today we see those points playing out in the life of Jacob as 

the Lord works in his life. In the context of our story Jacob has some pretty pretty rough terrain 

in his life that centers around trusting in the Lord. This lack of trust results in a series of poor 

decisions that greatly impact his life and the life of others. Jacob did not trust God so he 

purchased Esau’s birthright, and later he doesn’t trust God so he pretends to be Esau to rob his 

brother of his blessing, which resulted in him heading out of town to escape the wrath of his 

brother.  

    Jacob was doing everything possible in the arm of flesh…which means doing it on your own 

without God…to obtain the Lord’s favor. Why would he do this? The simple reason was trust. 

He didn’t think God could work it out…God needed his help. I believe we need to think about 

this because here we have the creator of the universe and somehow Jacob thinks God somehow 

needs his help to carry out what He said he would do.  

      But in many ways we are just like Jacob when it comes to trust in the Lord. Where is the 

Lord leading you to develop a deeper trust in Him?  

      The context of our story tells us that “God is faithful and works in our life despite our 

failings, setbacks, lack of trust, and sinful behavior.” Why? The Lord desires to take us on a 

journey from where we are to where He wants us to be…because He has a plan for your life and 

He doesn’t give up on us. As we read through the Bible we see this happen over and over again 

as long as you have a breath of air left in your lungs.  
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     Case in point. The repentant thief on the cross when he was nailed to the cross did not have 

faith and this was his last day on earth. Through the work of the Holy Spirit and a repentant heart 

something changed and he said to Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom and 

Jesus replied today you will be with me in paradise. What happen on that day…his last day? The 

Lord met him where he was and led Him to where He wanted him to be. In this case the journey 

of faith was less than a day, but he did arrive at where the Lord wanted him to be…saving faith.  

     Why is this such an important concept? Because the Lord works in the life of Jacob the same 

way he works in our life. We may have messed up, we have taken a detour on our journey, we 

maybe have wasted a good part of our life on the wrong path…but guess what…the Lord is still 

calling you back to the path of your spiritual journey?  

    Take time to listen…is the Lord calling you today? Is He calling you to take a step of faith? Is 

He calling you to trust Him in a deeper way? Listen to what the Holy Spirit is telling you.  

     In the next part of our story as Jacob lays his head won on a rock to sleep something amazing 

happens to him and that he has a dream from the Lord showing him angels ascending and 

descending on a staircase with the Lord at the top of the stair case reassuring him of the same 

blessings he communicated to Abraham and Isaac. Let’s unpack Jacob’s dream. As part of 

God’s faithfulness he gives us dreams as one way to communicates with us.  

• When we are sleeping we are quiet before the Lord.  

• When we are sleeping God can give instructions, reassurance, and insight during dreams.  

• Dreams can be an emotional experience to drive home what the Lord is communicating 

to us.  

     When we believe we have received a dream from the Lord record them and then begin to pray 

for the interpretation. Spiritual dreams when heeded, keep us in the will of God and remind us 

that we do indeed serve a God who knows us and who takes the time to speak to His children 

individually for our own safety and care. 

     In this dream God gave Jacob you can see it happened when he was…sleeping (he was still), 

God gave him reassurances of his promises and it was deeply emotional. Note also God came to 

him when he was at a very low point in his life.   

• The land you are on I am going to give your ancestors. 

• Your offspring will be like the dust of the earth. 

• Your offspring shall bless the families of the earth.  

• I am going to be with you.  

• I will not leave you.  

     As we further unpack the dream that Jacob had I want to spend some time with the angels 

ascending and descending on a stairway to heaven with the Lord at the top of the stairway. So 

what does this tell us about angels. Hebrews 1:14 says this about angels, “Are not all angels 

ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?” Angels ascend to give account 

of what they have done, and to receive orders, and then descend to carry out their orders as 

ministering spirits. In plain English they are God’s invisible agents under orders to assist you on 

your journey.  
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     We now turn to the last part of the story where Jacob responds to God in regard to his 

amazing dream, “20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over 

me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear 21 so that I return 

safely to my father’s house, then the LORD will be my God.” 

     What does the statement If God will be with me tell you about the heart of Jacob? As the Lord 

intervenes in the life of Jacob he is still wrestling with trusting God. Trust will be something that 

the Lord will work on over and over again with Jacob as the Lord journeys with him. Let me 

read you three Bible verses about trusting the Lord: Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all 

your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and 

he will make straight your paths. Psalm 118:8 It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust 

in man. Isaiah 12:2 “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the 

Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 

     Responding to God’s faithfulness with trust is a game changer along my journey 

because there is no greater single element that will propel me forward or hold me back 

than trust. For faith is trust in God’s promises. Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is being sure 

of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” 

     On the cross our Lord Jesus put his ultimate trust into the hands of His Heavenly Father. That 

trust resulted in Jesus death and resurrection where he paid for our sins in full. He now calls us to 

trust in Him with that same faith He placed in His Father. In conclusion let me pray over you to 

grow deeper in your trust with the Lord.  
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+12%3A2&version=ESV
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Message 04 / Joseph’s Critical Journey / Theme: Coming to the end of myself along the 

journey of faith / Text: Genesis 32:1-32 / June 19, 2016 

1 *As Jacob started on his way again, angels of God came to meet him. 2 When Jacob saw them, 

he exclaimed, “This is God’s camp!” So he named the place Mahanaim.*  

Jacob Sends Gifts to Esau 
3 Then Jacob sent messengers ahead to his brother, Esau, who was living in the region of Seir in 

the land of Edom. 4 He told them, “Give this message to my master Esau: ‘Humble greetings 

from your servant Jacob. Until now I have been living with Uncle Laban, 5 and now I own cattle, 

donkeys, flocks of sheep and goats, and many servants, both men and women. I have sent these 

messengers to inform my lord of my coming, hoping that you will be friendly to me.’ ”  
6 After delivering the message, the messengers returned to Jacob and reported, “We met your 

brother, Esau, and he is already on his way to meet you—with an army of 400 men!” 7 Jacob was 

terrified at the news. He divided his household, along with the flocks and herds and camels, into 

two groups. 8 He thought, “If Esau meets one group and attacks it, perhaps the other group can 

escape.”  
9 Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my grandfather Abraham, and God of my father, Isaac—O 

LORD, you told me, ‘Return to your own land and to your relatives.’ And you promised me, ‘I 

will treat you kindly.’ 10 I am not worthy of all the unfailing love and faithfulness you have 

shown to me, your servant. When I left home and crossed the Jordan River, I owned nothing 

except a walking stick. Now my household fills two large camps! 11 O LORD, please rescue me 

from the hand of my brother, Esau. I am afraid that he is coming to attack me, along with my 

wives and children. 12 But you promised me, ‘I will surely treat you kindly, and I will multiply 

your descendants until they become as numerous as the sands along the seashore—too many to 

count.’ ”  
13 Jacob stayed where he was for the night. Then he selected these gifts from his possessions 

to present to his brother, Esau: 14 200 female goats, 20 male goats, 200 ewes, 20 rams, 15 30 

female camels with their young, 40 cows, 10 bulls, 20 female donkeys, and 10 male donkeys. 
16 He divided these animals into herds and assigned each to different servants. Then he told his 

servants, “Go ahead of me with the animals, but keep some distance between the herds.”  
17 He gave these instructions to the men leading the first group: “When my brother, Esau, 

meets you, he will ask, ‘Whose servants are you? Where are you going? Who owns these 

animals?’ 18 You must reply, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob, but they are a gift for his 

master Esau. Look, he is coming right behind us.’ ”  
19 Jacob gave the same instructions to the second and third herdsmen and to all who followed 

behind the herds: “You must say the same thing to Esau when you meet him. 20 And be sure to 

say, ‘Look, your servant Jacob is right behind us.’ ”  

Jacob thought, “I will try to appease him by sending gifts ahead of me. When I see him in 

person, perhaps he will be friendly to me.” 21 So the gifts were sent on ahead, while Jacob 

himself spent that night in the camp.  
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Jacob Wrestles with God 
22 During the night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two servant wives, and his eleven 

sons and crossed the Jabbok River with them. 23 After taking them to the other side, he sent over 

all his possessions.  
24 This left Jacob all alone in the camp, and a man came and wrestled with him until the dawn 

began to break. 25 When the man saw that he would not win the match, he touched Jacob’s hip 

and wrenched it out of its socket. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking!”  

But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”  
27 “What is your name?” the man asked.  

He replied, “Jacob.”  
28 “Your name will no longer be Jacob,” the man told him. “From now on you will be called 

Israel,* because you have fought with God and with men and have won.”  
29 “Please tell me your name,” Jacob said.  

“Why do you want to know my name?” the man replied. Then he blessed Jacob there.  
30 Jacob named the place Peniel (which means “face of God”), for he said, “I have seen God 

face to face, yet my life has been spared.” 31 The sun was rising as Jacob left Peniel,* and he was 

limping because of the injury to his hip. 32 (Even today the people of Israel don’t eat the tendon 

near the hip socket because of what happened that night when the man strained the tendon of 

Jacob’s hip.)  

      I want to go back to our context of our story today, which was Genesis 32:1-21 to summarize 

what I believe God is showing us and then review the life of Jacob in that context to what that 

means for us today. So our first thought is this…When I humble myself before God it opens 

new pathways for my faith journey. 

     Matthew 18:1-4 “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”  And calling to him a child, 

he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is 

the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 

      Children are naturally humble and whoever is humble is teachable and that is why Jesus said 

that we must be like children. He is not saying that we are to be childish but childlike.  That is a 

huge difference.  The greatest are the most humble because they are more likely to learn, to 

serve, and to not think too highly of themselves.   God cannot fill a person who is already full of 

themselves. 

     Jacob has taken a 20 year journey with his Uncle Laban, he has two wives, and two 

maidservants who he has had children by. Jacob’s spiritual life is still under construction but as 

he comes closer meeting his brother the context reveals a change in the spiritual life of Jacob that 

gives us insight into his heart. Let’s take time to review the prayer of Jacob, which I will call a 

window into his heart.  

     9 Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my grandfather Abraham, and God of my father, Isaac—O 

LORD, you told me, ‘Return to your own land and to your relatives.’ And you promised me, ‘I will 

treat you kindly.’ 10 I am not worthy of all the unfailing love and faithfulness you have shown to 
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me, your servant. When I left home and crossed the Jordan River, I owned nothing except a 

walking stick. Now my household fills two large camps! 11 O LORD, please rescue me from the 

hand of my brother, Esau. I am afraid that he is coming to attack me, along with my wives and 

children. 12 But you promised me, ‘I will surely treat you kindly, and I will multiply your 

descendants until they become as numerous as the sands along the seashore—too many to 

count.’ ” 

• Jacob recognizes that the Lord is his God and places his faith in Him…the God of 

Abraham and Isaac…he has moved beyond the if then statement about God that he said 

20 years earlier. Jacob says in Genesis 28 if God protects him, provides for him and 

brings him back safely to Canaan then the Lord would be his God.  

• He recalls the Lord telling him to go back to Canaan and is in the process of obeying. 

• He humbles himself and admits he is not worthy of God’s unfailing love and faithfulness. 

• He realizes only the Lord can really rescue him from Esau as he recalls God’s promise of 

how many descendants he will have.  

     On your journey of faith what was the circumstances when you realized that the Lord was 

truly God and put your faith in Him? Was there a time in your life when you came to the end of 

yourself and obeyed what the Lord was telling you to do and how has that changed your life? 

Was there a time in your life like Jacob when you began to realize that in the midst of your 

unfaithfulness to God that He was always there…and your recognized his intervention in your 

life? How did that change your journey with the Lord?  

     As we unpacked Joseph’s prayer we see there has been significant change and now he is 

ready for the next part of his faith journey.  

     We now move into the next part of our story where Jacob wrestled with God. 24 This left 

Jacob all alone in the camp, and a man came and wrestled with him until the dawn began to 

break. 25 When the man saw that he would not win the match, he touched Jacob’s hip and 

wrenched it out of its socket. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking!” But 

Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27 “What is your name?” the man asked. 

He replied, “Jacob.” 28 “Your name will no longer be Jacob,” the man told him. “From now on 

you will be called Israel,* because you have fought with God and with men and have won.” 
29 “Please tell me your name,” Jacob said. “Why do you want to know my name?” the man 

replied. Then he blessed Jacob there.  

As God is preparing Jacob for the next leg of his spiritual journey I want to you to think 

about this…God wants us to learn how to depend upon Him along our journey. When Jacob 

wrestles with God something interesting happens to him…the Lord touches his hip resulting in a 

limp, He blessed him, and he changed his name to Israel as he set him on a new path along his 

journey. In Hebrew the meaning of the name Israel means: May God prevail. He struggles with 

God. God perseveres; contends. 

Why would the Lord touch his hip resulting in a limp? Sometimes a wound is a very special 

act of God’s grace. Jacob struggled to hold onto the man, but after suffering the wound he must 
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have realized how much more powerful this Visitor was than he himself, and he wanted His 

blessing. 

Many times the Lord uses our wounds to draw us closer to Him. Jacob was suffering from a 

wounded relationship with his brother and also for a time he had a limp. Sometimes a wound 

(physically, or in a broken relationship, or in the failure of a much-loved plan) will remind us to 

cling to God again and  depend on him. ,  

I remember seeing Tom the first time in church as he came down the aisle at church one day. 

He was wearing sweat pants, his hair was thin, he was thin, and looked like he was in his mid 

60’s. As I began to get to know this man he indeed was on a journey. When he was a toddler he 

was adopted into a family…his adopted sister picked him out.  

He had dropped out of church after being confirmed, and later had been a special forces 

soldier during Viet Nam, and in his career had a been successful at a local business. He had left 

his wife for another woman and had neglected his family along the way. His second wife died 

suddenly of natural causes, and then he came down with cancer. His once vibrant life was 

slipping away. Along this difficult journey of brokenness he went from knowing about God to 

knowing him as his Savior. He became a humble person and began to realize like Jacob he was 

not worthy of God’s unfailing love. As his body became weaker and weaker his faith became 

stronger as he grew to be totally dependent on God until one day the Lord came and got his 

adopted son and took him home.   

The Apostle Paul writes in 2 Cor. 12:8-10 8 Three different times I begged the Lord to take it 

away. 9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So 

now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 
10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and 

troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong. Jacob discovered when 

he was weak the Lord indeed was strong.  

Where is the Lord used your difficulties and weaknesses in your life to transform you along 

your journey…for when I am weak, then I am strong.  
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Message 05 Joseph’s Critical Journey / Theme: Joseph…clay in the hands of the Lord /       

Text: Genesis 37:1-11 / June 26, 2016 

Context: We are first introduced to Joseph when he comes to the land of Canaan with his father 

Jacob and his mother when he is but a boy. As you may recall Joseph comes from a very 

dysfunctional family with Jacob having two wives and to handmaidens that he had children from. 

Joseph is the first son of Jacob’s favorite wife Rachel and is the eleventh son of Jacob. In addition 

his mother dies in childbirth giving birth to his brother Benjamin the 12th and final son. Today we 

begin the journey of Joseph and all that God will teach us through his life. And now a story from 

God’s word.  

     Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. 2 This is the account of 

Jacob. Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of 

Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about 

them. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him 

in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. 4 When his brothers saw that their 

father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 
5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. 6 He said to 

them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7 We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when 

suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed 

down to it.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule 

us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. 9 Then he had 

another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time 

the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10 When he told his father as well 

as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you had? Will your mother 

and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?” 11 His brothers 

were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.  

     As we have just reviewed the life of Joseph in context we discover that God works through 

people that are far from perfect. Joseph’s father Jacob who we have studied the past two weeks is 

a work in progress, and yet the Lord patiently works with despite his many flaws. Sometimes as 

people we think…God can never use me…I have done too many things wrong…I don’t pray 

enough, I don’t study my Bible enough, I am by nature a sinful person, I don’t have any skills the 

Lord could use…and the list we could generate could go on and on. The bottom line is as people 

we are much like fish…you can’t clean them until you get them in the boat.  

     The Lord may have just pulled you out of the water recently or many years ago…but slowly 

He is cleaning you and gives us opportunities to serve Him along our journey of faith. The real 

key for the Lord using any of us, is not our skills or abilities, but are we available for His use. My 

great uncle John Wise was mentally handicapped, he would never be a farmer like his father, or 

invent anything like his older brother, never preach a sermon like several of his first cousins, but 

God still had a plan for his life…a plan that used John on this earth. Most importantly John had a 
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simple faith, he was a child of the king and when he took his first breath in heaven he was perfect 

in every way.  

     Maybe you have had some rough spots in your life and maybe still do, and are now coming to 

the realization that you don’t have to be perfect to be used by God. Being used by God is part 

of the molding process along our journey of faith. On our recent mission trip to Minneapolis 

the Lord used simple flawed vessels like us to help others.  

     You may recall the words of Peter when the Lord called him to follow him and Peter fells to 

his knees and said, “go away from me Lord for I am a sinful man. Then Jesus said to Simon, 

“Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, 

left everything and followed him. Luke 5:10-11. 

     As we get into the text of our story we begin to get a glimpse of the person Joseph and his 

relationship with his brothers and father. His father loved him more than the other boys, he 

makes a special coat to show his love, and Joseph sends back a bad report about his brothers 

indicating he did not have a very good relationship with them. The brothers wanted to be loved 

by their father like he loved Joseph, and because he did not they could not speak a kind word 

about him. As we think of what is going on with these brothers I want you to think about 

this…When I hurt on the inside I often take it out on others giving an opportunity for the 

devil to work. Look who is hurting in our story…the brothers…they just want to be loved by 

their father, and I think Joseph just wants to fit in. So in the midst of this they hurt each other. 

You can almost see the devil pitting one brother against the other to cause division, pain and 

misery. Ephesians 6:10-18 says, “10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put 

on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our 

struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 

powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 

stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt 

of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with 

your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, 

take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in 

the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and 

always keep on praying for all the saints.”  

     Do you see how the devil is working in our story? He works the same way in our life and if 

we don’t reconcile our differences, if we don’t forgive one another it will result in more and 

deeper wounds. What the Lord says about forgiveness?  

• Matthew 6:14-15 which is part of the Lord’s prayer, “14 For if you forgive men when 

they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not 

forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” 
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•  Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are 

like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be 

like wool.  

• Acts 3:19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 

refreshing may come from the Lord. 

     Unfortunately, as our story progress Joseph and his brothers do not reconcile their 

differences…and in the midst of this Joseph is given dreams by the Lord. Dreams he does not 

process very long before he tells them to his brothers creating even more hatred against him as 

well as jealousy. But…God is at work in the life of Joseph so our next thought is…God has a 

plan for our life even if we are not aware of it. Maybe today you are sitting here and 

wondering about God’s plan for you…what does the Lord have for me? Even as we get older it 

is good to think about the future and what God has for us. Take some time this week to talk to 

God about His plans for your life…I think you would be surprised what the Lord will reveal to 

you.  

Let’s review Joseph’s dream one more time.  5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 

brothers, they hated him all the more. 6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7 We were 

binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while 

your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Do you 

intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of 

his dream and what he had said. 9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. 

“Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were 

bowing down to me.” 10 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him 

and said, “What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come 

and bow down to the ground before you?” 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept 

the matter in mind.  

     Our next thought is…God may reveal part of His plan for my life even when I am still 

immature in my journey of faith. Why would the Lord do that? Joseph is a great example 

God’s faith building process, and that process starts even when we are rough around the edges. 

When you start to mold clay what state is it in? It is just a blob of clay…raw material. God does 

not start molding us when we are doing all the right things. He starts molding us when we are 

usually doing all the wrong things. When Joseph is just 17 he is raw material, but with a lot of 

potential.   

      One of the first stages that Joseph goes through on his faith journey is one of recognition of 

God or the awe of God. Can you Imagine how excited Joseph was that the Lord spoke to him in 

a dream. When the Lord wants to take us to a different place in our journey of faith it often starts 

with a dream. This dream can take the form of dream like Joseph had or from inside of us by the 

Holy Spirit. God gives you dreams to change your destiny. But, before you communicate the 

dream, you need to let God clarify it in your heart through prayer. 
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     This is the difficulty at this stage of your faith journey…you are not very mature and our first 

response is not always to go to the Lord. You are still learning and growing and sometimes in 

your sinful state we just start telling others because we are so excited that we had this revelation 

from God.  

     As our story concludes today we are left somewhat hanging with Joseph and his brothers at 

odds with each other. Years later as our story progress God will bring this family to reconcile 

their differences, but this will be years later as God works on their hearts. In the meantime, lack 

of forgiveness will result in much pain and suffering.  

     When Jesus suffered and died for our sins upon the cross it required much pain and suffering 

to pay the price for our sins so we could be forgiven. Scripture gives the following requirements 

for forgiveness: Hebrews 9:22 says that “without the shedding of Blood, there is no 

forgiveness.” In the Old Testament, a sacrifice of an unblemished lamb was required to satisfy 

God’s wrath. Jesus, the sinless Son of God, died on the cross and became the ultimate sacrifice 

for sin. Jesus bought our forgiveness when he died on the cross. “For Christ died for sins once 

for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.” (1 Peter 3:18a) “In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 

grace.” (Ephesians 1:7) Amen.  
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Message 06 Joseph’s Critical Journey / Where is the Lord when my world is falling apart? 

The Story of Joseph / Genesis 37:12-36 / July 3, 2016 

     Context…setting the stage: Today we continue to look at the life of Joseph and his journey of 

faith and what the Lord can teach us through his journey.  Last week we were introduced to 

Joseph who brought back a bad report about his brothers and the dreams the Lord had given him 

and how he shared those dreams with his brothers who disliked him because he was their father’s 

favorite. Now with dreams that show Joseph ruling over his older brothers only adds fuel to the 

fire of an already dysfunctional family and the brothers not only hate him, but are jealous of him. 

And now a story from God’s word.  

      12 Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem, 13 and Israel said to 

Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, I am going to 

send you to them.” “Very well,” he replied. 14 So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with 

your brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back to me.” Then he sent him off from the 

Valley of Hebron.  

When Joseph arrived at Shechem, 15 a man found him wandering around in the fields and 

asked him, “What are you looking for?” 16 He replied, “I’m looking for my brothers. Can you tell 

me where they are grazing their flocks?” 17 “They have moved on from here,” the man answered. 

“I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near 

Dothan. 18 But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him.  
19 “Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. 20 “Come now, let’s kill him and throw 

him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what 

comes of his dreams.” 21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s 

not take his life,” he said. 22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the 

desert, but don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him 

back to his father.  
23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the richly ornamented 

robe he was wearing— 24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. Now the cistern was 

empty; there was no water in it. 25 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a 

caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and 

myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt.  
26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his 

blood? 27 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our 

brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed. 28 So when the Midianite merchants 

came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of 

silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 29 When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw 

that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. 30 He went back to his brothers and said, “The boy 

isn’t there! Where can I turn now?”  
31 Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 32 They 

took the ornamented robe back to their father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see 
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whether it is your son’s robe.” 33 He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious 

animal has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.” 34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, 

put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his sons and daughters came to 

comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. “No,” he said, “in mourning will I go down to the 

grave to my son.” So his father wept for him. 36 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt 

to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard. A story from God’s word. 

     Today I want you to pretend that you are Joseph. I want you to place yourself in his  

sandals. What is going through your mind? As the story unfolds I want you to think about where  

is God in all of this…a common question in the world in which we live.” Maybe there was a time  

in your life where you asked that same question or maybe you are asking it today…God where  

are you? Today the Lord is in our midst and if you have had those questions today the Lord  

would like to bring healing to you and tell you…I am right here, and have been with you your  

entire journey even when sometimes it did not seem that way.  

     Jesus says in Luke 4:18-19, “Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor;  

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of  

sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19To proclaim the acceptable year of  

the LORD.” 

     I just want you to think about those verses…let them sink in…what is the Lord telling me  

through that verse. 

     In the first part of our story today Jacob…Joseph’s father Jacob sends him to his older  

brothers so he can bring back word concerning them. Joseph responds and says, “very well” and 

he heads off to find his brothers. These are the same brothers who hate him and were not 

interested in his dreams and feel he is loved more than they are yet without any discussion he 

obeys his Father. Where is God in this part of the story? He is right there isn’t He. The Lord 

created Joseph, the Lord has a plan for his life, and the Lord is watching over him. The Lord is 

working on his heart because when his father asks him to seek out his brothers he does so 

willingly and gladly. There is no mention that he hates his brothers because they can’t speak a 

kind word to him…he just obeys.  

     Where is God? He is walking with Joseph on His journey…and he has a plan to bring 

about reconciliation and forgiveness with Joseph and his brothers as He works through 

their sinfulness and brokenness. The Lord is not going to be caught off guard for what is about 

to befall Joseph. As the Lord walked with Joseph he gave him dreams as he prepares Joseph for 

what he does not know is ahead of him. While the enemy satan is trying to kill, steal and destroy 

the Lord uses our adversary for his own means…a spiritual judo move, because the Lord comes 

to bring life and life abundantly.  

     You and I do not know what is ahead on our journey, but we know God is walking with us. 

How does that comfort us knowing that? 

     In our next part of our story we see Joseph looking for his brothers and when they see him at 

a distance they plot to kill him. When Ruben the oldest hears this he tried to rescue him from 
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their hands…let’s not kill him…throw him in a dry cistern here in the desert, but don’t lay a 

hand on him…Ruben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father.  

     Again we need to ask the question where is God while Joseph’s brothers plot evil against 

him? As evil closes in around us the God of heaven holds back the full fury of the evil one. 

Reuben the oldest begins to think about his brother Joseph…let’s not kill him…throw him in a 

dry cistern…thinking he would rescue him later. Ruben’s conscience kicks in. Conscience is a 

device that God has given every human begin to react to the law and when you violate the law 

your conscience convicts you. Conscience is pain in the moral world.  

     It says in 2 Thes. 2:7 For this lawlessness is already at work secretly, and it will remain 

secret until the one who is holding it back steps out of the way.  

     In our next part our story Joseph is grabbed by his brother and is taken and thrown into a 

cistern. Later in Genesis 42:21 we are given more insight into what Joseph was going through, 

“They said to one another, "Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how 

distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that's why this 

distress has come on us." 

     Joseph was pleading for his life…where was God? Where is God when believers are put to 

death in the world we live in today…sometimes children in front of their own parents? Now 

remember you are Joseph and you are now in the cistern…you are crying, bruised, and seem to 

be put in a hopeless situation. Where is God…is he helpless…does he not hear my cries…have I 

been forgotten.  

     I believe if I was Joseph I would be thinking about all those things.  Isaiah 43:2 When you go 

through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not 

drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will 

not consume you. 

     Where is God…when death comes…there is no physical rescue? Revelation 21:4 says, “He 

will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death' or mourning or crying or pain, 

for the old order of things has passed away." 

     When it appears everyone has abandoned us the Lord is with us and has compassion 

upon us. 

     Give your burdens to the LORD, and he will take care of you. He will not permit the godly to 

slip and fall. Psalm 55:22. Also in James 1:2-4 2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you 

face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith develops 

perseverance. 4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 

lacking anything.  

     In the midst of Joseph’s trial his brother Judah said to his brothers as he looks of and sees a 

caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Let’s not kill our brother lets sell him, which they 

did to the Ishmaelites.  

     In the last part of our story the brothers now deceive their Father by taking Joseph’s robe back 

with them that they dipped in goat’s blood…asking their Father is this your son’s robe. Jacob 

comes to the conclusion that his son has been ripped apart by wild animals and goes through a 
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time of inconsolable grief. Again where is God in the midst of Jacob’s grief and Joseph’s pain 

has he now Joseph heads to Egypt.  

     Just like real life our story does not end on a happy note so where is God in all of this…the 

brothers have sold their brother and now must suffer in a different way, Jacob is grieving, and 

Joseph must endure a long journey as a slave.  

     In the midst of our suffering not only does God comfort us, but He uses our suffering to 

bankrupt us making us dependent upon Him. 2 Cor. 12:9 9 But he said to me, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 

gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s 

sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I 

am weak, then I am strong.  

     In addition, Paul writes in  Romans 8:18:  I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 

comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  

     As we close lets journey to the cross to gain perspective as Jesus too suffers. Luke 22:41, 

42-44 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 41 He 

withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are 

willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43 An angel from heaven 

appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and 

his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 1 Peter 3:18 Christ suffered for our sins 

once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He 

suffered physical death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit.  Amen 
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Message 07 Joseph’s Critical Journey / theme: My relationship with the Lord sustains Me 

Text: Genesis 39:1-20 / July 17, 2016 

 

39 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain 

of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. 
2 The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his 

Egyptian master. 3 His master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD caused all that 

he did to succeed in his hands. 4 So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made 

him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that he had. 5 From the time that he made 

him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for 

Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and field. 6 So he left all 

that he had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern about anything but the food 

he ate.  

Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. 7 And after a time his master’s wife cast 

her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 8 But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, 

because of me my master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything 

that he has in my charge. 9 He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything 

from me except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin 

against God?” 10 And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside 

her or to be with her.  
11 But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the house 

was there in the house, 12 she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his 

garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house. 13 And as soon as she saw that he had left 

his garment in her hand and had fled out of the house, 14 she called to the men of her household 

and said to them, “See, he has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie 

with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 15 And as soon as he heard that I lifted up my voice and 

cried out, he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the house.” 16 Then she laid up his 

garment by her until his master came home, 17 and she told him the same story, saying, “The 

Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to laugh at me. 18 But as soon 

as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment beside me and fled out of the house.”  
19 As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant 

treated me,” his anger was kindled. 20 And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, 

the place where the king’s prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison. 21 But the LORD 

was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of 

the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in 

the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. 23 The keeper of the prison paid 

no attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because the LORD was with him. And 

whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed.  

  Today we continue with the story of Joseph who as we have talked about came from a highly 

dysfunctional family. Today, we might it call it a “blended” family (the 12 brothers were born of 



 29 

4 different mothers), and the brothers always seemed to be fighting. About the only thing that 

united his brothers was their hatred of him. And because his brothers hated him, Joseph ended up 

thrown into a pit, sold into slavery. Joseph’s brothers had actually planned to kill him, but their 

greed overcame their hatred long enough for them say: “What will we gain if we kill our brother 

and cover up his blood? Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after 

all (pause) he is our brother, our own flesh and blood." Genesis 37:26-27 

     Then they soaked Joseph’s cherished coat of many colors in goat’s blood and brought it back 

to their father and watched callously as their father cried out in anguish, tore his garments and 

mourned for days. With brothers like that, Joseph didn’t need enemies. So – in Genesis 39 - we 

find Joseph in Egypt. Now Egypt had already become a great nation before Joseph had been 

born. They’d already built their famous pyramids, and the sphinx. In those days – as now – 

Egypt was a tourist paradise, but (of course) Joseph wasn’t there as a tourist. He was there as a 

slave. He had been ripped from his home and his friends, dragged across the desert to a land that 

he’d never known 

and surrounded by a strange people who spoke in a language he couldn’t understand.  

     Even if he could have gotten away from his slave owner, he probably couldn’t have found his 

way home! At 17, he’d lost everything that he’d loved and considered important. And now he 

lives at the whim of his master. He’s the lowest form of life in the nation of Egypt. He has 

nothing… he owns nothing… he IS nothing. Just like all the other slaves of that day he has no 

rights, no status, no value. 

    BUT, Joseph did have one thing that other slaves in Egypt didn’t…He had a God who cared 

for him. Our first point today as we reflect on our context is…Our relationship with God gives 

us hope in the midst of the storms of life. You see our relationship with the Lord is our lifeline, 

it is our spiritual umbilical cord, and it sustains us in the good times and the most trying times of 

our life. 1 Peter 1:3-8 says, “3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 

and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for 

a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little 

while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of 

your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to 

result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8” 

     Hope…I believe this is what sustained Joseph because he had a relationship with God, and I 

believe that relationship grew stronger as his trials grew because everything else had been 

stripped away. If you are not in a midst of a trail, the next one will not be too far away and our 

relationship with God will be the single most determining factor on how we work through and 

are healed as a result of the trials in life.  

     In the first part of our story today we see that the Lord is with Joseph and even in the midst of 

being a slave the Lord’s hand is upon him to such a degree that even Potiphar recognizes it and 

places Joseph in charge of his household. Joseph spends years in the household of Potiphar being 
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his faithful servant, which gives insight in the heart of Joseph.  

     Now in the midst of seemingly prosperity for a slave the Pharaoh’s wife has the hots for 

Joseph and becomes the snare of temptation…a temptation that goes on day after day. In the 

spiritual realm there is a battle going on for Joseph while the Lord blesses Joseph, He is faithful 

and protective, the enemy looks to destroy Joseph by turning brother against brother and now 

using the wife of Potiphar to entice him into sexual sin. Joseph relies on God and turns away 

until one day she grabs his outer garment and accuses him of trying to rape her. This was the 

second time Joseph’s clothing was used to bring a false report about him. In both cases he had 

been serving faithfully. But in both cases Joseph ended in bondage. The bible verse that I think 

summarizes this part of Joseph’s life is from 2 Timothy 3:12: In fact, everyone who wants to live 

a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. Joseph’s ongoing relationship with the Lord is 

the most important factor enabling him to resist temptation.  

      What temptation are you facing that can only be overcome with the help of the Lord. It says 

in Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. As people we are 

weak, but with the Lord’s help we can overcome the sin that the enemy and our sinful nature 

falls into. When we humble ourselves and pray, ask others to pray for us and meditate on the 

word of God we begin a journey out of the ditch of sin that so wants to destroy us. Remember 

along our journey we not only need to help others, but need to be able to receive help from other 

believers, and especially the Lord.  

     In the last part of our story Joseph now finds himself in prison a major step down from being 

in charge of Pharaoh’s household, but in the midst of this Joseph finds favor with the Lord and 

finds himself in charge of the prisoners. The Scriptures tells us that the keeper of the prison paid 

no attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because the Lord was with him. Joseph’s 

relationship with the Lord enabled him to find meaning in life…even in a lowly prison.  

      Many people search for meaning in life…they try the world and all that it has to offer only to 

find out it is as empty as outer space and just about as filling. Only God can satisfy our inner 

hunger, and He will, as we turn to Him and by faith open our hearts and lives to Christ’s 

transforming power. God doesn’t want us to wander through life, constantly wondering who we 

are or why we’re here. Instead, Christ came into the world to bring us back to God, and He will, 

as we commit our lives to Him. 

     Don’t be deceived by those who urge you to take a wrong road, no matter how glamorous or 

famous they seem to be. Instead, make Christ the center of your life. God’s Word is true: “Why 

spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?… Give ear and 

come to me; listen, that you may live” (Isaiah 55:2-3). 

      As we close today come to the cross of Jesus, come to the foot of the cross where we can 

confess our sins that keep us in prison, where there is healing, where there is fulfillment, where 

there is true meaning in life. Humble yourself and come to the cross of Jesus and He will 

transform your heart. Amen.  

  

 

http://peacewithgod.net/?utm_source=BGEA&utm_medium=My%20Answer%20Link&utm_campaign=PWG%20Organic&utm_content=make%20Christ
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Message 08 / Joseph’s Critical Journey / When life deals with me harshly the Lord lifts me 

up / Genesis 39:20-23 and Genesis 40:1-23 / July 24, 2016 

 

Context: Set the stage by briefly going over the early part of Genesis chapter 39. 

The Story: Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners 

were confined.  

But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness 

and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the warden put Joseph in charge of 

all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23 The warden 

paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave 

him success in whatever he did.  

 The Cupbearer and the Baker 

40 Sometime later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their master, the 

king of Egypt. 2 Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 
3 and put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph 

was confined. 4 The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them.  

After they had been in custody for some time, 5 each of the two men—the cupbearer and the 

baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison—had a dream the same night, and each 

dream had a meaning of its own.  
6 When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 7 So he asked 

Pharaoh’s officials who were in custody with him in his master’s house, “Why are your faces so 

sad today?”  
8 “We both had dreams,” they answered, “but there is no one to interpret them.”  

Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams.”  
9 So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to him, “In my dream I saw a vine in 

front of me, 10 and on the vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, it blossomed, and its 

clusters ripened into grapes. 11 Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes, squeezed 

them into Pharaoh’s cup and put the cup in his hand.”  
12 “This is what it means,” Joseph said to him. “The three branches are three days. 13 Within 

three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your position, and you will put 

Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his cupbearer. 14 But when all 

goes well with you, remember me and show me kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out 

of this prison. 15 For I was forcibly carried off from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have 

done nothing to deserve being put in a dungeon.”  
16 When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given a favorable interpretation, he said to Joseph, 

“I too had a dream: On my head were three baskets of bread. 17 In the top basket were all kinds of 

baked goods for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating them out of the basket on my head.”  
18 “This is what it means,” Joseph said. “The three baskets are three days. 19 Within three days 

Pharaoh will lift off your head and hang you on a tree. And the birds will eat away your flesh.”  
20 Now the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and he gave a feast for all his officials. He lifted 
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up the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief baker in the presence of his officials: 21 He restored 

the chief cupbearer to his position, so that he once again put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand, 22 but he 

hanged the chief baker, just as Joseph had said to them in his interpretation.  
23 The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.  

     As we recount the first part of our story today Joseph finds himself in prison because he has 

been accused falsely by Potiphar’s wife who said he was trying to rape her…she did this because 

he refused her sexual advances. Although Joseph did the right thing in running away from 

temptation he finds himself in prison as a result of being faithful to the Lord. Joseph took a step of 

faith, a step of righteousness, but was assaulted by the world for doing so.  

     What do we learn about God in the first part of this story? It says while Joseph was in prison 

“the Lord was with him; he showed kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison 

warden.” Genesis 39:21. I want you to think of the word favor that the Lord gave Joseph in the 

eyes of the prison warden. The word favor means grace…something that is undeserved. This is 

the same word that is used in Genesis 6:7 So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have 

created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, 

and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes 

of the LORD.  

How do we find God’s favor that is God’s grace? Is it somehow we are just wonderful people 

doing everything right all the time? Probably not. It says in Romans 5:6-8 You see, at just the right 

time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for 

a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God 

demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

You and I would not be people of faith if it were not for God’s favor. Think about how different 

your life is because you have God’s favor. That is just something to ponder about. We see because 

Joseph had God’s favor he had the favor of the warden and so he puts Joseph in charge of the 

prison and God gave him success in whatever he did.  

How does that change the way we think and our actions when we begin to realize we have 

God’s favor? How did that change Joseph? I believe he felt safe, and he felt loved, he felt he had 

a purpose even in a dungeon. Joseph was the light that was shining in the darkness. The world is 

watching us and it is not so much of what we say it what we do…How we respond to difficult 

circumstances. Psalm 46:7 says, The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

To summarize the first part of our story “In the midst of my sorrows and trials a believer 

has the favor of the Lord.” The good news is when I begin to realize this and think about what 

this means because it begins to change my outlook on life because we begin to think in an eternal 

sense and that changes my life in the present.  

In part two of our story we again see that hand of God on the life of Joseph when the Lord 

brings to prisoners into his life who are assigned to him by his old boss Potiphar who is the Captain 

of the Guard. It says that Joseph attended to them. That word attended is very important…it means 

he waited upon them, it means to serve, and it means to minister to. It is interesting that Joseph is 

in charge of the prison, but how is he acting…he is serving, ministering, and waiting upon those 
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in prison. This gives us insight into the very heart of Joseph. The next very important part of our 

story you may have missed is found in the last part of verse four where it says referring to the 

baker and the chief cupbearer…after they had been in custody for some time.  

 Why is that so important…that they were there with Joseph for some time? What was Joseph 

doing during that time…he was serving them, ministering to them, and waiting upon them…he 

was showing by his actions that he was a person who cared about them…a person that was 

developing a relationship with. To develop relationships takes time…there is no short cut. This is 

why our small groups our huddles are so important because inside of them we develop 

relationships with each other…we develop trust…and when we develop a trust for one another we 

can better minister to each other.  

As I have said before on our journey we need to learn how to help others and learn how to be 

helped but to do that we must have a relationship with each other. Joseph was taking time to 

develop those kinds of relationship and he did so in part by how he treated others. Also note that 

after they have had their dreams Joseph takes note they are down cast and he inquires why they 

are sad? Part of caring and serving one another is observation of people around us.  

What were they developing with Joseph as far as their relationship? Trust and with trust they 

felt safe…and when they were safe they could share what was going on in their life. 

Who in your life is the Lord calling you to serve, minister to, and attend to be a mentor for so 

you can be a bridge? As part of a church the Lord calls us to love and serve one another. Galatians 

5:13 says, “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” When I am living a godly life the 

Lord brings people into my life to love and care for to bring about his plans. John 15:16 says, 

"You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and 

that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to 

you.” 

In the last part of our story the Baker and the Cup Bearer both come to Joseph with their dreams 

and note that Joseph immediately points to God saying that interpretations belong to Him. It is 

God who gives us wisdom. James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. Joseph interprets the dreams of 

both the Baker and the Cupbearer as the Lord gives him guidance. In this entire situation Joseph 

not only realizes that it is God who interprets dreams, but even in the midst of all Joseph has been 

through he has not given up on God, he is not angry, and he remains faithful. I want to you to 

think about this…a persistent faith is not destroyed by circumstances, but focuses on the 

cross of Jesus. In Joseph’s life there has been one thing after another, but he has always remained 

faithful in the midst of all of his trials because he kept his eye on the Lord not his circumstances.  

As we close I want you to begin to think about persistent faith that led Jesus to the cross to die 

for our sin. The circumstances seemed daunting, the path was rugged, and what was waiting up 

ahead of Jesus was nothing that He had ever experienced before in all of eternity…this was new 

ground and it took a persistent faith because Jesus was both man and God. It says in Matthew 

26:42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be 
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taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 

Jesus is the very model for keeping our focus on the Lord and not our circumstances or what 

we desire. Paul writes in Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 

cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and 

let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 

and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, 

and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition 

from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  

Like Joseph we may not understand why I am in the circumstance that I am in, but we must 

simply focus on the Lord and not lose heart that He knows best as I press forward in life. Amen.  
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Message 09 / Joseph’s Critical Journey / Theme: The Hand of God is Upon our Lives 

Text: Genesis 41:41-57 / July 31, 2016 

Today we continue to journey with Joseph to what the Lord is teaching us through this story. 

To set the context of our story Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers at age 17 and finds himself 

in Egypt purchased by the Captain of the Guard one of Pharaoh’s officials named Potiphar. There 

Joseph through favor of the Lord and hard work and good character becomes ahead of Potiphar’s 

household. When Joseph is there about ten years Potiphar’s wife has the hots for Joseph, but he 

won’t have anything to do with her. She later falsely accuses him of rape and Potiphar places him 

in the dungeon.   

There in the dungeon Joseph again has the favor of the Lord and after a time is put in charge 

of the prison. Later two of Pharaoh’s officials are placed in the prison with Joseph the Chief Baker 

and the Chief Cupbearer. Later one night the Baker and the Cupbearer had a dream and each dream 

had a meaning of its own. Joseph interpreted the dreams and they both came true…the Baker was 

hung and the Cupbearer was restored just as Joseph said. 14 But when all goes well with you, 

remember me and show me kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. 15 For 

I was forcibly carried off from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing to 

deserve being put in a dungeon.” 23 The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he 

forgot him.  

41 When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing by the Nile, 2 when 

out of the river there came up seven cows, sleek and fat, and they grazed among the reeds. 3 After 

them, seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came up out of the Nile and stood beside those on the 

riverbank. 4 And the cows that were ugly and gaunt ate up the seven sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh 

woke up.  
5 He fell asleep again and had a second dream: Seven heads of grain, healthy and good, were 

growing on a single stalk. 6 After them, seven other heads of grain sprouted—thin and scorched by 

the east wind. 7 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven healthy, full heads. Then Pharaoh 

woke up; it had been a dream.  
8 In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt. 

Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him.  
9 Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “Today I am reminded of my shortcomings. 10 

Pharaoh was once angry with his servants, and he imprisoned me and the chief baker in the house 

of the captain of the guard. 11 Each of us had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning 

of its own. 12 Now a young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. We 

told him our dreams, and he interpreted them for us, giving each man the interpretation of his 

dream. 13 And things turned out exactly as he interpreted them to us: I was restored to my position, 

and the other man was hanged.”  
14 So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. When he had 

shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh.  
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15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said 

of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.”  
16 “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the answer he 

desires.”  
17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was standing on the bank of the Nile, 18 when 

out of the river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek, and they grazed among the reeds. 19 After 

them, seven other cows came up—scrawny and very ugly and lean. I had never seen such ugly 

cows in all the land of Egypt. 20 The lean, ugly cows ate up the seven fat cows that came up first. 
21 But even after they ate them, no one could tell that they had done so; they looked just as ugly as 

before. Then I woke up.  
22 “In my dreams I also saw seven heads of grain, full and good, growing on a single stalk. 23 

After them, seven other heads sprouted—withered and thin and scorched by the east wind. 24 The 

thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven good heads. I told this to the magicians, but none could 

explain it to me.”  
25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same. God has 

revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26 The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven 

good heads of grain are seven years; it is one and the same dream. 27 The seven lean, ugly cows 

that came up afterward are seven years, and so are the seven worthless heads of grain scorched by 

the east wind: They are seven years of famine.  
28 “It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29 Seven years 

of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt, 30 but seven years of famine will 

follow them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the 

land. 31 The abundance in the land will not be remembered, because the famine that follows it will 

be so severe. 32 The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been 

firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon.  
33 “And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge of the land 

of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt 

during the seven years of abundance. 35 They should collect all the food of these good years that 

are coming and store up the grain under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food. 
36 This food should be held in reserve for the country, to be used during the seven years of famine 

that will come upon Egypt, so that the country may not be ruined by the famine.”  
37 The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. 38 So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we 

find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?”  
39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so 

discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit 

to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”  

Joseph in Charge of Egypt 

41 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” 42 Then 

Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes 
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of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 43 He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-

command, and men shouted before him, “Make way!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole land 

of Egypt.  
44 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift hand or 

foot in all Egypt.” 45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath 

daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt.  
46 Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And 

Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt. 47 During the seven years 

of abundance the land produced plentifully. 48 Joseph collected all the food produced in those seven 

years of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in the 

fields surrounding it. 49 Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was 

so much that he stopped keeping records because it was beyond measure.  
50 Before the years of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph by Asenath daughter of 

Potiphera, priest of On. 51 Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, “It is because God has 

made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household.” 52 The second son he named 

Ephraim and said, “It is because God has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering.”  
53 The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to an end, 54 and the seven years of famine 

began, just as Joseph had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but in the whole land of 

Egypt there was food. 55 When all Egypt began to feel the famine, the people cried to Pharaoh for 

food. Then Pharaoh told all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph and do what he tells you.”  
56 When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph opened the storehouses and sold 

grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout Egypt. 57 And all the countries came 

to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe in all the world. This is a story 

from God’s word. 

That was an amazing story and so we need to ask ourselves what is the Lord telling us 

today…and what would he like to share with us and I believe what that is can be summarized in 

our theme for today and that is “The Hand of God is Upon our Lives.” As we look at the first 

part of the story today I want to look at the sovereignty of God with our thought…In the midst of 

all that takes place in our life and in the world God is sovereign. The sovereignty of God is the 

biblical teaching that all things are under God’s rule and control, and nothing happens without His 

direction and permission. Psalm 135:6 says, “The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens 

and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths.  

Just think about all the things in our story where we see the hand of the Lord.  

1. The Lord is the giver of dreams…he gave dreams to the Chief Cupbearer and the Chief 

baker and today in our text he gives God dreams to the Pharaoh. 

2. It says in Genesis 41:8 that the Pharaoh’s mind was troubled. 

3. God places the chief cupbearer in proximity to Pharaoh who tells him about Joseph who 

interpreted his dream two years earlier correctly.    

4. Pharaoh sends for Joseph. 

5. Joseph points to God saying that the Lord will provide the answer to he desires and God 
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works through Joseph and gives him the proper interpretation. 

6. The Pharaoh believes Joseph and because Joseph has shown such great wisdom he places 

him in charge of gathering grain during the good times to prepare for the coming famine.  

Do you see the hand of God in the life of Joseph bringing about the plans of the Lord? 

Even Joseph at this time has no idea all that God is doing.   

     We live in a very crazy time in world history…the world seems out of control and we 

may wonder…God please help me…help my family….help our nation…Lord bring 

revival…Lord save our nation from the wolves that are attacking us. But in the midst of all 

of this God is at work and God is accomplishing his will.  

     Jesus died for our sins and rose from the dead. The Lord has already defeated sin, death 

and the devil upon the cross at Calvary. The Bible tells us that Jesus is coming again and 

in the book of Revelation it tells us it is going to get a lot worse before He comes. John 

16:33 says, "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 

you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." Think about that…Jesus 

has overcome the world! 

     There may be times in your life that you feel like it is upside down. While it is easy to 

look at Joseph’s life in totality…Joseph lived his life one day at a time.  

     In God’s sovereignty He gave you life. In God’s sovereignty God He called you to faith 

and in God’s sovereignty there will come a day when the Lord will call you home. To 

conclude this part of the message let me say this God’s sovereignty gives me hope…I 

have to trust the Lord when I don’t understand what is going on in my life or the 

world. Last week you may recall that my mother’s parents lost their youngest son at age 

three to appendicitis. My grandfather wrote this a short time after his death, “I really feel 

that we should consider his short stay her a blessing even though the parting is hard. He 

left behind him only happiness while many other people who are less gifted and live longer 

leave only worry.”  

           When you begin to understand how God works it begins to change how we think 

and act in the present. You see the hope we have in Jesus changes everything. Psalm 

39:7And so, Lord, where do I put my hope? My only hope is in you. Psalm 42:11 Why am 

I discouraged? Why is my heart so sad? I will put my hope in God! I will praise him 

again—my Savior and my God! Psalm 25:4-5 Show me the right path, O LORD; point out 

the road for me to follow. 5 Lead me by your truth and teach me, for you are the God who 

saves me. All day long I put my hope in you.  

          In the next part of our message I want to look at the character of Joseph. It says at 

the beginning of our text he was in the dungeon two more years after God gave him the 

interpreted the dreams of the Baker and Cupbearer. Through that time, he was still in charge 

of the jail, he was still serving and ministering to the prisoners, and he was still waiting on 

God.  

    When he was summoned before the Pharaoh he was a person of model conduct. He tells 

Pharaoh I can’t tell you what the dream means but God can. He points to God…not trying 
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to tell Pharaoh he can do something he can’t. In this short conversation he shows wisdom 

and understanding to such a degree that Pharaoh puts him second in charge of the Kingdom. 

When we think of character think of this. Character is what goes on inside that comes 

to the surface on the outside and the Lord works on us our entire lives to refine our 

character to be more like Christ. 1 Samuel 16:7 says, “The LORD doesn’t see things the 

way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”  

     It is the Lord’s plan to develop character within us. “The crucible for silver and the 

furnace for gold, but the LORD tests the heart” (Proverbs 17:3). Godly character is the 

result of the Holy Spirit’s work of sanctification. Character in the believer is a consistent 

display of Jesus in your life. It is the purity of heart that God gives becoming purity in 

action. God sometimes uses trials to strengthen character: James 1:3-5 Not only so, but we 

also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 

perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not disappoint us, because 

God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.  

     Romans 5:3-5 – “More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 

and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 

     As we conclude let us again go to the cross to look at the sovereignty of God and the 

character of Jesus. It was God’s sovereign will that He sent His son to this earth…God had 

a plan.  It was the character of Jesus that carried out God’s plan knowing what He would 

have to suffer to save mankind. To save you…God’s sovereign will.  
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