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Story Drawbacks 

 One of the biggest drawbacks we have experienced in storytelling is the word “story” 

which has a broad and vague meaning. The English language does not have many words to 

describe the different levels of story.1 The word “story” can be used to describe anything from a 

children’s fable, to a lie, to a personal testimony to a portion of text in the Bible. Americans tend 

to assume a story is false, made up and consists of lies. In contrast, facts must be true. Most 

people think stories exaggerate and so are for kids and should be set aside by adults. A story is 

suspect because in most people’s minds it consists of myth and fable. It is widely assumed that it 

would be inappropriate to use story in church because it is fluffy and for entertainment only.2  

 Story is a structure that holds content which can be true or false. Even as science about 

story is coming out, society refuses to take the communication power of story seriously.3 Kendall 

Haven says, “stories create realities so compelling that they shape our experience not only of the 

world the fictions portrays, but of the real world.”4  Everyday our minds use story to understand 

and make sense of the world events and people around us, why not harness its communication 

power to become followers of Christ? 

 There is also a fear that Biblical storytelling will distort the Bible like a game of 

“Telephone” distorts a message. In the game of Telephone, where one person whispers into the 

ear of another and passes the message down the line, the message almost always comes out 

garbled. In the game, the message is passed on secretly, however, in Biblical storytelling the 

message is passed out in the open. The community that hears the story will not allow it to be 

                                                 
1 Kendall F. Haven, Story Proof: The Science Behind the Startling Power of Story (Westport, Conn.: 

Libraries Unlimited, 2007), Kindle 247. 
2 Ibid, 314-322. 
3 Ibid, 121. 
4 Ibid, 220. 
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distorted.5 I have personally observed members of a group correct an individual that was twisting 

the message. We also encourage the Bible text to be read in addition to listening to the story. It 

has been my experience that the oral storytelling encourages more Bible reading.  

 Story provides a structure which promotes memory and recall but this advantage comes 

at a price. Haven describes this price well when he says, “Stories require more verbiage, more 

time, and more developmental effort.”6 It does require hard work to learn the story. Story is done 

best when it is tailored for the group. There are a few storytelling sets that are available for 

purchase, but generally, even these should be tweaked to fit the audience. It is much easier to 

lead a “plug and play” DVD video with a workbook, but this type of Bible study does not yield 

the results of storytelling. 

 Storytelling can also get messy because it deals with relationships in the discipleship 

process. It exposes worldview and challenges one to change. It is chaotic and not for the faint of 

heart. The Holy Spirit is unpredictable and uncontrollable. Biblical storytelling will challenge 

everything you have practiced as a Bible teacher, but it will also strengthen every doctrinal 

truth.7 

 

 

                                                 
5 Michael Novelli, Shaped by the Story: Discover the Art of Bible Storying, 2nd ed. (Minneapolis, MN: 

Sparkhouse Press, 2013), Kindle, 49. 
6 Haven, 1228. 
7 Willis, 41-49. 


